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PREFACE

DREFACE

ij SERMON ONE OF THE D1vINE PaTH His HOLINESS
PuAM CONG TAC SUGGESTS HIS SERIES OF SERMONS
can be better understood if it is compared to the set of
memorial prayers chanted for the deceased. We can also glean
a better understanding of the sermons from the structure of
this memorial prayer cycle. Thus I include a translation of
these prayers in this appendix to illuminate their influence
on the sermons, and allow a deeper consideration of how
their structure might influence the structure of His Holiness
Pham Cong Tic’s more detailed explication of this heavenly
journey.

The following prayers are for the memorial service of any
deceased individual who is memorialized in the Caodai faith."
They are chanted after the usual set of Caodaist prayers (Tiéu
L&) where offerings of tea (spirit), wine (mind/qi essence),
and flowers (body) are made. At the end of this standard set
of prayers, the usual petition is written (this includes details
of the ritual and notes who led the prayers and which deities
were honored etc). Where a memorial prayer is to take place
after this Tiéu L&, the name of the deceased is included on
the petition. As usual the petition is read out at the end of the
standard ceremony and burnt at the altar ( - so that it may
ascend and be noted in heaven). Once this petition ascends,

(1 Onemight think that these prayers are offered exclusively to Caodaists, but  attended
a similar series of memorial sevvices in 1997 for former Vietnamese Emperor Bdo
Dai [Nguyén Phiic Vinh Thuy b.1913] and in 2010 my own family received the
honour from Sydney Caodaists of a similar memorial service carried out for my
mother.




PREFACE

the standard ceremony ends and the memorial prayers begin.

The following prayers are then chanted in succession
from the time of death through to a period of 581 days after
the death of the particular individual. These prayers are done
in a series of nine prayers which are chanted every nine days
to progress the soul on its journey towards ultimate spiritual
liberation. The prayers are done specifically to aid the soul
overcome the challenges that it may face as it makes this
postmortem journey. When the “#inth” nine-day prayer is
chanted (81 days after death) 200 days lapse before the next
prayer. At this point (281 days after death) the second last
of these prayers is chanted. There then follows a 300 day
period. At this point (581 days after death), the last prayer is
chanted and the progress of the soul away from the earth is
considered complete.

Christopher Hartney
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ThE PraYERs OF THE CAODAIST POSTMORTEM RITUALS

KINH KHAI C0'U
DAI TUONG VA TIEU-TUONG
(Giong Nam-Xuén)

D& qua chin tang Troi dén vi,
Than dang an, Tinh, Khi cling an.
Tang Trot ging buoc 1én thang,

Trong méy nhin lai cdnh nhan budi xua.
Coi tham khé da vira qua khoi.
Quén tran-ai mong méi Dong-Dao.

Ngé chi kho-hai song xao,

Doan tinh yém duc dang vao coi thien.
Giot luy clia Clru-huyén déu do,
Ch¢ dau long thuan no tram-luan.

Ndm cay hué-ki€m guom thén,

Dt tan sy thé no tran tir day.

THE ODPENING DRAYER OF THE CAODAISTS
DOSTMORTEM RITUAL.
(repeated at the opening of every 9-day ceremony,
the 281 and 581* Day Ceremonics)
(Sung in the "Nam Xuan™ mode)”

Through nine heavens you will pass,
Although you are alone, safe you must now feel.

(2] A scale in Vietnamese traditional music. It correlates to a major scale in Western Music.
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Take on those heavenly stairs — climb them! Higher!
See your former world of happiness from there.
Leave this miserable and material place behind.
Forget past sadness — for now paradise calls.
Look beyond the great sea of sorrow,
Master all your worldly desires — join the heavenly realm.
Despite the tears of your anguished family,
Don't stay where karmic debt overwhelms you.
Draw from its scabbard the sword of great wisdom.
Now cut yourself off from this suffering world!
(This prayer was composed and offered by QUAN AM®)

(3] Quan Yin/Avalokitesvara/ The Boddhisattva of Mercy
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KINH TUAN C'U—THE PRAYERS OF THE CAODAIST POSTMORTEM RITUALS

KINH DE NHUT CU'U
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

Vuon Ngan-Uyén sanh hoa dd heo,
Khai hinh-hai da chiu ra tan.
Bay day oan-nghiét hét rang,
Bon trén rita sach muén ngan dau thuong,

Kia Thien-canh con dudng voivoi,
Anh Hong-Quén duong chot Ngoc-Lau.
Cung Thiém ging budc cho mau,
Thoat ba Than pham dung dau Tam-Thién.

Kha tinh thic tién-duyén nho lai,

Doan cho réi can-trai budi sanh.
Dem minh nuong béng Chi-Linh,
Dinh tam chi Thanh méi gin ngdi xua.

Hon dinh tinh da vira dinh tinh,
Dhach anh-linh &t phai anh-linh.
Quén bao thap ac luc hinh,
Ciai thi thoat kho diét hinh doan can.
Nam-Mo Cao-Dai Tien-Ong Dai BS T4t Ma-Ha T4t (Niem 3 ldn)

PRAYER FOR THE FIRST NINE-DAY PERIOD
(Nam Xuan mode)

As another flower in the Ngan Uyén garden withers,
Another person passes away on earth, their body begins to decay. . .

(4] Ngan Uyén is a garden in heaven. Here a flower grows for every soul on earth.
Whenever a flower withers in this garden a person on earth passes away.
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The seven strings®’ that hold us here untie.

All earthly suffering falls away.

Look! Far in the distance — there is heaven,

[lluminated by God's light, and burning brightly.

Get yourself moving, be quick, there’s the moon!

Pass through the three levels of divinity® enter the Third Heaven as soon as you can.
Now you'll remember your past incarnations.

Once and for all, you'll pay off your karmic debt.

Listen to God and follow him if you want to regain your former throne,"”
Be as godly as a Saint and your soul - It will be disturbed no more,

And become far more sacred than before.

Despite the ten evils, despite the six temptations,”

Leave your body, leave its earthly sorrows. Now-return to heaven.

CHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times)
(Prayer composed and offered by NHUT NUONG DIEU TRI CUNG'™)

(51 In Caodaist concepts of the body there are seven invisible strings that attach a hu-
man soul to its body.

(6] From Earthly God to Human God to Heavenly God.

(7] The “throne” refers to the position in heaven a person had before they made their
most recent earthly incarnation.

(8] The Ten Evil Acts (13 ) — which a person may commit on earth. There are:
1. murder, 2. theft, 3. sexual misconduct, 4. lying, S. slander, 6. course language,
7. irvesponsible speech, 8. greed, 9. anger, 10. the holding of mistaken views.

(91 The Six Desires (7NAX) are linked to the sense organs 1. desire by sight, 2. by hearing,
3. by smell, 4. by taste, S. through the body, 6. via the mind.

[10] The First Female Buddha.
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KINH DE NHI CUU
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

Tay-Veong-Mau vuon Dao uom chin,

Chén truong-sanh co linh ngy ban.
Tiec hong dd don sin-sang,

Chon-Than kha dén hoi hang chu-linh.

Da thdy du Thien-dinh huyén phap,
Céi giac than len dap Ngan-Kiéu.
Dau-Tinh chiéu thau Nguyen-Tiéu,
Kim-Quang ki¢u do dén tricu Ngoc-Hu.

Khi trong tréo duong nhu bang tuyét,
Théan im-dim duong net thicu-quang.
Xa ching thé-giai Dia-hodn,
Coi Thien dep thay nhe-nhang cao thang,
Nam-M6 Cao-Dai Tién—@ng Dai BoTat Ma-HaTéat (Niem 3 lan)

PRAYER FOR THE SECOND NINE-DAY PFRIOD
(Nam Xuan mode)

The Queen Mother of the West will grant ripe peaches'™

And offer also the wine of longevity to those who return.

Look! The great banquet is about to start!

Come, sit, meet all of the deities.

Then, after witnessing this celestial and mystical power,

Leave your corpse and, walking upon the Ngan Kiéu'™, cross that sad river at last.

(1] A reference to the peaches of immortality cultivated by this ancient Chinese deity
referred to in texts such as Journey to the West as 74 T

(121 Ngin Kiéu is the heavenly bridge that spans the river Ngin. This bridge is often
depicted in Chinese poetry as the place where notable lovers bid farewell to each other.

IS


https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%25E8%25A5%25BF
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%25E7%258E%258B
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%25E6%25AF%258D

KINH TUAN C'U—THE PRAYERS OF THE CAODAIST POSTMORTEM RITUALS

Dau Tinh™ illuminates the first of these celestial realms.

Take the waiting palanquin fashioned out of yellow light - report to God in his Heaven.

Your mind now is as pure as ice.

Just as your tranquil soul is as beautiful as the spring light.

The farther from this 68th planet you fly,

The higher heavenly levels you will climb.™

cHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times).

(Prayer composed and offered by NHI NUONG DIEU-TRI-CUNG.)"™II"e

(131 Dagu Tinh is the Pole Star.

(4] In Caodaist cosmology there are 72 planets in the cosmos that host conscious and
spiritual life. Our earth is ranked the 68th of these.

US] The soul follows the law of the creator. It comes down to the earth to fulfil the duty
given to it by divine order. When this mission is complete, the soul returns and is
welcomed by the divine beings. To cross the river of suffering by the Boat of Nirvana
you will get to meet the Mother of the Western Heaven. Here those soul will attend
a feast with other souls feasting on Eternal Wine and Immortal Peaches.

(16] The Second Female Buddha.
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KINH DE TAM CUU
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

Coi Thanh-Thien lén mién Bong-Dao,
Doéng Thien-Thai bay ldo don duong.
Cam-LO rudi giot nhanh duong,
That tinh luc-duc nhu duong tiéu-tan.

Cung Dau-Suét nhat khoan tiéng nhac,
Deé linh bai canh hac dua linh.
Tiéu thi¢u lap tiéng duc-tinh,
Bo duong bong phung dwa minh nang than.

Cung NhwY Lio-Quan tiép khach,
Hoi Thanh-minh giao sach Truongxuén.
Thanh quang r& rd doi ngan,
Chon hén khodi-lac lén dang vong Thien.
Nam-M6 Cao-Dai Tién—@ng Dai BoTat Ma-HaTéat (Niem 3 lan)

PRAYER FOR THE THIRD NINE-DAY PERIOD
(Nam Xuan mode)

From the Azure Heaven'” you shall move towards Paradise.

You'll meet the Seven Sages"™® — they wait for you in their divine cave.

Amidst the willow stems here you will find holy water.

It will remove your seven emotions, remove your six desires — and do so forever."

(7] In the Third Heaven, the light is azure.

(18] The Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove ("TH-EE) are a renowned group of
Chinese scholars, writers, and musicians of the 3rd century CE.

(91 This refers to the seven emotions and six desires as demarcated by Sakyamuni
Buddha in bis discourses on Dharma and reincarnation. The six desires were

noted in fn.7 (supra). The seven emotions are, 1. pleasure, 2. anger, 3. sorrow, 4.
Jjoy, S. love, 6. hate, 7. desire.

17
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In the Ddu Sudt Palace,” where wonderful music is played,

When you show your insignia of command you may ride the crane.

Wafted up through that music that eradicates all earthly desires,

You'll keep flying higher to the next level of heaven.

At the Ideal Palace, Lao Zi'”" will hold a reception.

Here you'll be given the book of longevity offered by the sages gathered there.

The green light in this realm is so bright!

Your happiness is so manifest that

You're ready to depart towards God who dwells at the highest of heights.
cHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times)

(Prayer composed and offered by TAM NUONG DIEU TRI CUNG™22).

(201 The Didu Suit Palace is the palace of Diic Thii Thiuong Lio Qudin/ K EEFR is
the original Pure One/supreme lord of Daovism and is mentioned in numerous
religious sources and most famously in the Ming dynasty religious novel Canonisa-
tion of the Deities, (£ #1HZE).

(211 Lao Zi is recognised in Daoism as the author of its major text The Dao De Jing.

(22] The Third Female Buddha.
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KINH DE TG UV
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

&dc huynh chiéu roi vang duong hac,
Coi Huynh-Thién nhe thoat chon Tien.
Nam Réng do ndi dau thuyén,
Vao cung Tuyet-khd kién Huyén-Thien-Quén.

Trir quéi khi roi than chép-nhoang,
Bo Loi-Cong giai tan truoc-quang.
Ctra lau Bat-Quai chun ngang,
HoaTinh Tam-mudi thiéu tan oan-gia.

Dap Thai-Gon nhdy qua Dau-Suét,
Vin Kim-Cau dén chuc Thien-mon.
Chon-than da nhap Can-khon,
Thau quyén do thé béo-ton ching-sanh.
Nam-M6 Cao-Dai Tién—@ng Dai BoTat Ma-HaTéat (Niem 3 lan)

PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH NINE-DAY PERIOD
(Nam Xuan mode)

The cranes flying in this realm look yellow,

For now you are at the Huynh Thién level.””

Board the ship raised up by five dragons

To the Tuyét Kho Palace™ and a special audience - with Huyén Thién Quan.”’
Using the great and divine rod

L6i Cong™' will remove your impure airs.

(23] This level of heaven is yellow.

(241 Tuyér Kho is the “Palace Without Sorvow.”
(251 Huyén Thién Qudn is A poetic epithet for God.
(261 Loi Cong is The Thunder God.
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And as you pass through the Bt Qudi Palace,””’
Divine fire will burn your last karmic debts to ash.
From Thai Son”® you can leap to Dau Suat.””
And with the Kim Cau®” you can approach heaven’s gate.
Having entered this universe,
You've become powerful enough to protect all the living beings.
cHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times).
(Prayer composed and offered by TU'NUGNG DIEU TRI CUNG"").

(27) Bit Qudi is the title of The Eight-Sided Palace which is the heavenly location of God.
(28] Thdi Son is a mountain in heaven.

(291 Diiu Sudt is the celestial palace of Lao Zi

(301 The Kim Ciu is holy writ issued by the Founder of Daoism.
(311 The Fourth Female Buddba.
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KINH DE NGU CUU
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

Anh héng chiéu duong méy roy rd,
Coi Xich-Thien voi mé di-quan.
Thien-Quén dieu dong linh-phan,

Ca mién Thanh-vic nhon-nhang tiép nghinh.
Dai Chi€u-giam cdnh minh nhe budc,
Xem ro-rang toi phude can sinh.

Lan vao cung Ngoc diét hinh,

Khai kinh Vo-Ty dang nhin qua duyén.

Ddc van-sach thong Thien dinh Dia,
Phép huyén-cong tru nghia hoa than.
Ky kim-quang kién Lao-Quan,
Dua xe NheY oai than tién thang.
Nam-M6 Cao-Dai Tién—@ng Dai BoTat Ma-HaTéat (Niem 3 lan)

PRAYER FOR THE FIFTH NINE-DAY PERIOD
(Nam Xuan mode)

All the clouds here glow bright by a pink light.
The gate to the Xich Thién™” opens wide.
Heavenly soldiers wave their divine banners
Welcoming home all who have come this far.
In the Dai Chiéu Giam Canh Minh,"”

You must review and judge your past actions.

(321 The Xich Thién level of heaven is marked by its pink colour.

1331 Dai Chiéu Gidm Cinh Minh is the divine mirror in which you are able to look
back at your life and see what you have done right and done wrong. This mirror
is mentioned in Sermon 4.

21



KINH TUAN C'U—THE PRAYERS OF THE CAODAIST POSTMORTEM RITUALS

Entering the Palace of Ngoc Diét Hinh,""

You see your previous lives in the Kinh V6 Tu."!

Reading this holy book, your knowledge abounds

Through wonder and magic, you transform through all kinds of bodies
A beam of yellow light will take you to Lao Zi.

Angels will watch you fly on the Nhu-Y.%®

CHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times)
(Prayer composed and offered by NGU-NUGNG DIEU-TRI-CUNG"").

(341 Ngoc — Gem, Di¢t — eradication, Hinh — form, material, physics.

(351 The Kinh Vo Ty is a great book which seems at first blank but which records all
your previous lives and deeds.

(36] The Nhu-Y is literally a “Vehicle of Desire” — that is it takes you where you desire to go.

(371 The Fifth Female Buddha.
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KINH DE LUC CUU
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

Bach-Y-Quan m& dang rudce khach,
Cai Kim-Thien nhe tach Tien xa.
Vao cung Van-Phap xem qua,
Cho tuong cuu nghiép may toa thien-nhien.

Cung Lap-khuyét tim duyen dinh ng,
Lanh Kim-sa ddng dw Nhu-Lai.
Minh-Veong KhéngTude cao bay,
Dem chon-than dén tan dai Hué-Huong,

Mui ngdo ngat thom [udn Thanh-the,
Trir tieu tan 6-ué sinh-quang,
Thien thiéu trdi ti€ng nhat khoan,
Dua linh thing dén Niét-Ban moi thoi.
Nam-M6 Cao-Dai Tién—@ng Dai BoTat Ma-HaTéat (Niem 3 lan)

PRAYER FOR THE SIXTH NINE-DAY PERIOD
(Nam Xuan mode)

Now you'll be welcomed by a guard in white.

Dismount your celestial vehicle, enter the Kim Thién.**

Cross to the Palace of Van Phap,”*”

You shall see what you achieved in past lives.

In the Palace of Lap Khuyét,*”’ you'll discover what your future status shall be.
You will be given the Kim Sa.* for when you meet Buddha himself.

81 The Kim Thién is the Golden Heaven.

91 The Van Phap is the Palace of All Dharmas.

01 The Lip Khuyét is the Palace of Victory over the Void.

1 The Kim Sa are the golden robes usually reserved for senior Buddhist monks.
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Then, riding the Minh Vuang Khdng Tudc,"”
You shall travel to the Palace of Hué Huong."!
Your spirit is doused in a wondrous perfume.
All worldly pollutants are overwhelmed.
Heavenly music fills the air

As you travel now all the way to Niét Ban."**

cHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times).
(Prayer composed and offered by LUC NUONG DIEU TRI CUNG ),

(421 Minb Viiong Khong Tidc is the Celestial Peacock — one of Heaven's four mystical
animals.

(431 The Hu¢ Huong is the Palace of the Fragrance of Lilies

(44] Niét Ban is Nirvana.

(451 The Sixth Female Buddha and reincarnation of Jeanne dArc.
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KINH DE THAT cUu
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

Nhe phoi-phoi déi-dao khongkhi,
Mao-Nhien-Thien da chi mén-quan.

Dep xinh canh vat doi ngan,
Hao-quang chiéu diéu khai dang thang Thien.
Cung Chudng-Phap xay quyén Tao-hoa,

Kién Chuan-Dé thachxa gidi thi.
Dé-Lam dan néo Tay-Qui,
Kim chung m& 161 kip ky ky sen.

Dong Phé-Hién Than Tien hoi hiep,
D& Kim-Co dua tiép linh-quang,
[m-lim kia c&i Niét-Ban,
Loi-Am tréng thic len dang thuong thien.
Nam-M6 Cao-Dai Tién—@ng Dai BoTat Ma-HaTéat (Niem 3 lan)

PRAYER FOR THE SEVENTH NINE-DAY PERIOD
(Nam Xuan mode)

As light as air you can now fly where you wish.

At the gate of Hao Nhién Thién,"*' you have finally arrived

The view from here is astounding!

Halos abound and everything you pass shines bright.

In the Cung Chudng Phap,“” you will see God’s power at work,
And in a stone house, Chuan D&'s*¥ sermons will resound.

(461 Hao Nhién Thién is the Heaven of Greatness

(47) Cung Chuiong Phaip is the palace where Dharma itself is managed.

(48] Chudn Dé or Phit Mau Chudn Pé (FEXEETE) is also known as the Cundi
Bodpisattva, a female Buddhist deity
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The Da Lam"“ will show you how to travel,
And as the gold bell sounds, your divine lotus is prepared
Whilst in the cave of the Pho Hién*"' a meeting of deities take place,
They help you remove your headband and you can travel even more quickly.
Look! Niét Ban"" is so peaceful!
But the sounding of the L6i Am tells you, alas, that is time to leave.
cHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times).
(Poem composed by THAT-NUONG DIEU-TRI-CUNG %),

491 Da Lam is known as The Sangharama Buddha

501 Phs Hién is the Bodbisattva of Universal Knowledge
511 Niét Ban is Nirvana

521 Léi Am is the Thunder Drum

]

[
[
[
[
(53

The Seventh Female Buddha.
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KINH DE BAT CU'U
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

Hot Tien-tiu nye-ndng thom ngot,
Dhi TudngThien d€ got téi noi.
Mui tran khi da xa khoi,
Say swa bau khi boi-hd chung phong.

Cung Tan-Thte than-thong bién hoa,
Phé-Da-Gon gidi qua Ti-Hang,
Cai Kim-Hau dén Tich-&an,
Dauvan nuong phep Niét-Ban dén xem.
Cung Diet-Biru ngoc rém da x,
Nghiép htru-hinh teong di vo-vi,
HO Tien voi rot tie thi,
Nude Cam-LoO rira ai bi ki€p nguoi.
Nam-M6 Cao-Dai Tién—@ng Dai BoTat Ma-HaTéat (Niem 3 lan)

PRAYER FOR THE EIGHTH NINE-DAY PERIOD
(Nam Xuan mode)

At the Phi Tugng Thién"?, as soon as you arrive,
You will smell the sweetness of the celestial wine.
Now you are so far from the material world,

That you're feeling incredible in that good air,

in the wind, and amongst the sound of the bells.
Here the Cung Tén Thiic®*! can magically transform itself

(541 Phi — non, Tudng — thought, Thién — heaven, level, plane.
(551 The Heaven Beyond All Thought, also known as the Palace of Complete Knowledge.
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And the Phé Da Son."® This is where Tir Hang™” eradicated bad karma for himself.
From here, riding the Kim Hau,"*' you proceed to the Tich San.””

Thanks to a great Buddhist mystery you can travel on a cloud.

In the Cung Diét B(tu,” the pearl curtains are drawn back,

And now you can review what in previous lives you achieved.

Then from a holy and sacred gourd,

Holy Water pours forth and all of your sorrows are washed away.

cHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times)
(Poem Composed and offered by BAT NUONG DIEU TRI CUNG "),

(561 Phd Da Son is Mount Putuo (5 FE1L1) — an island Southeast of Shanghai recog-
nised as the bodhimanda or site of awakening for Guan Yin

(571 Another name for Quan Thé Am Bo Tit, Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva (Quan Yin)
who appears in female form, but was once also male.

(581 Or Kim Mao Hiu a legendary animal that resembles a yellow lion and which is
seen in statue form guarding the Great Divine Temple in Thy Ninb.

(591 Mount Tich. “Tich” refers to quietness.

(601 Cung Di¢t Biiu is the Palace for the Eradication of Preciousness.

(611 The Eighth Female Buddha.
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KINH DE CUU cUu
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

Vung thoai-khi bat hon van-chuyén,
Tao-Hloa-Thien sanh bién vo cling.
ot Ban-Dao DieuTri-Cung,
Phuc sinh dao hanh ruou hong thudng ban.

Cung Déc-Déu xem cdn qué sd,
Hoc tricu-nghi vao & Linh-Tieu.
Ngoc-Hu-Cung, sdc linh kéu,
Thuong, phong, trimg tri, phan di€u doa thang.

Noi Kim-Bon van-van nguon chat,
Tao hinh-hai cac bac nguyén nhan.
Cung Tri-Giac, try tinh than,
Huon hu mau-nhiém thodt tran dang Tien.

Nam-M6 Cao-Dai Tien-Ong Dai B&-Tat Ma-Ha'Tat (Niem 3 lan)
PRAYER FOR THE NINTH NINE-DAY PERIOD
(Nam Xuan mode)

In the Tao Hod Thién!®” a perfectly pure air circulates;

It nourishes the eight categories of living beings.

In the Diéu Tri Cung,*' they hold a Reception of Peaches.

Here the peaches of longevity and the wine of immortality are served.
In the Cung Bac Dau, " you will read about your destiny.

(62] The Tao Hod Thién is the Heaven of Creation.
(631 Cung Diéu Tri — the Heaven of the Creation under the command of the Mother

Goddess.
(64] Palace of the Big Dipper Constellation
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Then before going to Linh Tiéu,®" you shall learn all the courtly formalities.
(This part of the prayer is composed and offered by CU'U NUONG
DIEU TRI CUNG').
Thanks to the huge amount of primeval matter in Kim Bon,”
Nguyén Nhan'®®’ are made available.
Then in the Cung Tri Gidc,*” you go into a deep meditation,
Return to nothingness and become divine.
cHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times).
(This part of the prayer composed and offered by DUC PHAT MAU ),

(651 Linh Tiéu Dién — the Court of God; the palace where the Supreme Being holds
meetings with the heavenly council.

[66] The Ninth Female Buddba.

(671 Also “Kim Ban” The golden basin of the Buddha Mother that produces souls for
human beings

(681 Nguyén Nhin — the people whose souls come directly from God.

691 Cung Tri Gidc is a meditation temple. The Palace of Enlightenment.

(701 The Divine Mother.
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KINH TIEU-TUONG (200 Ngay)
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

Tinh niém phép Nhien-Dang tudng tin,
Hu-Vo-Thien dén thinh Phat-diéu.
Ngoc-Hu dai hot ngu tricu,
Thicu quang nhi ba Thien-Kiéu d€ chon.

B&-DE-Da dan hon thuong tan,
Cuc-Lac-Quan dep phan Tay-Qui.
Vao Loi-Am, kidn A-Di,
Bo Cong Di-Lgc Tam-Ky do sanh.
Ao That-Biru goi minh sach tuc,
Ngoi lien-dai qua phuc Da-Lam.
Van-Linh tréi ti€ng mang tham,
Thien-tho Dhét tao do pham giai can.
Nam-M6 Cao-Dai Tién—@ng Dai BoTat Ma-HaTéat (Niem 3 lan)

DRAYFR FOR TIEU TUONC (The Lesser Celebration)
(Nam Xuan mode)

Concentrate now, meditate on the Nhién Béng,””

Enter the Hu Vo Thién"" to listen to Buddhist dharma.

In the Ngoc Hu Palace”*’ a heavenly convention is organized.
After two hundred days your spirit is ready for the Thién Kiéu.""

(711 The Nhién Ding is the Dipankara Buddba — or “Light Bearer” in Sanskrit, a
reference to a buddha of very early times, predating Sakyamuni Buddha by tens
of thousands of years.

Hu Vs Thién is the Heaven of Nothingness.

1 The Ngoc Hu Palace is where God reigns over the universe.

The Thién Kiéu is the heavenly bridge.

,—
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Bo Dé Da”*! will then escort you
To the Cuc Lac Quan or entrance to Nirvana.
Entering the Loi Am,”® you'll meet A Di”” and Di Lac”® -
Who will save living beings in the Third Salvation.
Your spirit is purified in the Ao That Biru."”
All this before you can sit on the lotus throne but then,
All the living beings are now extremely happy
Because the Holy Book can remove all sins.

CHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times).

This poem composed and offered by DIEU TRI KIM MAU.®”

(7S] Bé' Dé Dy is a lesser boddhi deity.

(761 Loi Am is the Tower of Thunder.

(77) That is, Amitaba Buddha, a major Buddba of salvation.
(78] Di Lac is Maitreya Buddhba, or the Buddha of the Future.
(791 The Ao Thit Biiu is The Pond of Seven Gems

[80]

80] The Mother Goddess.
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KINH DAI TUGNG (300 Ngay)
(Giong Nam-Xuan)

Hén-Nguon-Thién dudi quyén Glao-chu,
Di-Lgc dvong thau thi phd duyen.
Tai sanh stra d&1 chon-truyén,
Khai co tan do clru-tuyén diét vong,

Hoi Long-Hoa tuyén phong Phat vi,
Coi Tay-phang dudi qui trir ma.
Giang linh Ho-Phap Di-Da,
Chuyén cay Ma-X& dudi ta truc tinh.

Thau cac Dao hitu-hinh lam mot,
Truong thi Tien, Phat duot ki€p khien.
Tao Doi céi dit ra hién,
Béao-sanh ném gitr dicu huyén CHETON.
Nam-M6 Cao-Dai Tién—@ng Dai BoTat Ma-HaTéat (Niem 3 lan)

PRAYER FOR DAI TUONG (The Creater Celebration)
(Nam Xuan mode)

Di Lac (Maitreya), who leads the Hon Nguon Thién, !

Has authority over all living beings.

He reincarnates to improve all doctrines.

He shall save all beings and close hell forthwith.

The Hoi Long Hoa,®” will select new Buddhas,

And all devils will be expelled by the deities from nirvana.

(811 The Hon Nguion Thién is the Primordial Heaven.
(821 The soon-to-be-announced Dragon Flower Assembly — where new enlightened
beings will be confirmed in their spiritual status.
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The Ho Phap Di Da® shall come to the earth.

Wielding the Ma Xu™® he shall cleanse the world.

All current doctrines will unite into one.

All deities will be judged based on what they have done.

The immoral planets will be changed into perfect worlds.

By God’s command, humans and animals, all life shall be preserved.

CHANT: NAM MO CAO DAI TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT (3 times).
This poem composed and offered by THICH-CA MAU-NI VAN PHAT. "

T Chon

https://sites.google.com/site/caodaismmeditation/Home
https://sites.google.com/site/caodaismmeditation/Home/encyclopedia-of-caodaism
tuuchoon@gmail.com

(831 Hp Phip Di Ba is the Dharma Guardian in salvational form.
(84] The Ma Xit is the evil-destroying club.
(851 Sakyamuni Buddha.
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