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I/. INTRODUCTION TO CAODAI RELIGION

Caodai religion is a new religion founded in Vietnam before half-20™ century. This is a
one of great Religions preaching positively in Vietnam with a considerable people’s faith of
three million disciples of total 17.50 million civilians. This religion has a close organizational
system with the central located in Tay Ninh province, called as the Tay Ninh Holy See. The local
administration hierarchies are Religious Region [-Chau Dao-include many Provinces], Religious
Province, Religious District, Religious Commune. That is at home. For the foreign countries,
there is a central Foreign Missionary in Phnom-Penh [in Cambodia], there are dignitaries, sub-
dignitaries on behalf in countries such as Japan, France, America, Congo...

This religion is called as the Great Way-Third Period-Universal Salvation [Pai DPao Tam
Ky Phd o] or Caodai Religion. People used to call it by the second way because of its neat
shortness.

In order to comprehend two titles, we need to go back the first days of religious
foundation history. The Caodai religion appears from the phenomenon of theocracy. The first
disciples of this religion are curious persons of mystical trend to want to discover the secret of
invisible world long since, in order to solve insolvability on the earth such as their private future
and their race.

They hold the communion by séance to souls in invisible world.

They are successful in discovering the supernatural power and mysterious subjects living
around our secular life.

The first stage began 1919 for Provincial Governor Ngoé Van Chiéu. For next time, he
was honoured as a Head in a Caodai branch.

The second stage began 1925 for patriotic personalities including Mr. Pham Céng Tac,
Cao Quynh Cu, Cao Hoai Sang as basic figures with other people.

In the first stage, the invisible religious Head of Caodai religion often said His name as
Cao Pai Tién Ong [Caodai Immortal] or “Cao Pai Tién Ong Pai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat” [ Caodai
Immortal-Great Bodhisattva-Mahasattva] came via séance to teach disciples the self-
improvement method. The religious organization was not clearly formed yet in shape, but an
embryo with a simple trend of Immortal improvement method.

In the second stage from 1925 and subsequent time, His Holiness “Cao Pai Tién Ong”
also came via communion under the group of Mr. Pham Céng Téc, Cao Quynh Cu, Cao Hoai
Sang and said His name as “Ngoc Hoang Thuong Dé&” [God, Supreme Being] or “Cao Pai Tién
Ong Pai Bd Tat Ma Ha Tat”. The religion had the name “Pai Pao Tam Ky Phd Do [Great
Way-Third Period-Universal Salvation]. The organization system became closer and larger in
scale compared with previous time.
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Since the history particularity of two periods were continuous, people often parallel used
two titles of “DPao Cao Dai” and “Pai Dao Tam Ky Phd Do”. However, for all society in decision
to its title, it always has a meaning or expresses something.

The title of “Pai Pao Tam Ky Phd D9” used in the second stage marked the grown-up
age of a religion, which began to preach deeply in civilian classes.

From this time, the Caodai religion took an important role for activities of national
community. Consequently, we will spend much time to study the title of “Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé
bao”.

For the title of “Cao Pai” toward French who was curious about the séance, it is
explained:

Cao bai is “DIEU” [God] or Cao Pai is “LE TRE HAUT” [Supreme Being] or DIEU
TONT PUISSANT [Almighty God].

[Collection of Divine Messages on 8 June 1926 and 1 October 1926].

II/. MEANING OF WORD “TAO” IN CAODAI RELIGION

In Caodai religion, they often use the word “Pao” [Way, Tao, Religion] with an overall
meaning. Via the prayer-books and language in daily life of disciples, we generally acknowledge
main meanings:

1/ THE TAO IS THE PRINCIPLE CREATING THE UNIVERSE

In this case, the word of Tao is used to express how the continuously happened
phenomenon is in the universe from the origin to the result of stars, our solar system and all
living beings living on this earth. This meaning is same to the theory of “Dich Ly” [Principle of
Changes] in the China philosophy. That is the change from monism to dualism to continuously
increase eternally to form the shape and absolutely complex life of nowadays universe.

The Caodai religion’s Collection of Divine Messages shows the Supreme Being’s
teaching:

“When there had not have any in the World Universe, the Supreme Ether bore
only ME and MY throne is the Extreme throne.

| divided the Extreme into Yin and Yang then Yin and Yang divided into Four Emblems,
then Four Emblems turned into Eight Trigrams, the Eight Trigrams metamorphosed infinitely
then founded the World Universe. | also divided the MY nature in order to bear all kinds of
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creatures: matter, plant, insect, beat and bird called as all living beings” [Divine Messages
Collection-1928]

With other paragraph, it contains the same meaning but it expresses more human and
Divine Beings:

“Creation of Earth and Heaven is essentially by ME, giving birth Fairy, Buddha is
essential by ME, | have told you that one Perisprit bears the World Universe and all human
beings. | am Buddha, Buddha is ME.

You are Buddhas, Buddhas are you” [Divine Messages Collection, First Prayer-Book,
Page 48]

This doctrine points out the birth from one to innumerability and calls that path as the
Tao. When teaching the human’s death and life, the Supreme Beings teaches:

“Devil is like a wet paddy grain to be added, how can it root and flower, bear fruits?

About real monk, he likes a good grain, if it is sown, tree rises then flowers, bear fruits
and develops forever. Therefore, you must leave corporality, but the holy flowers fruits bear
perisprits, and bear, increase more forever. That is the Tao” [Divine Message Collection,
teaching on 22 July 1926].

Moreover, when teaching the meaning of the rites by joining two hands at Ty to kowtow,
the Supreme Being also teaches that the Tao is the path of birth from coordination of Ying Yang:

“On the left, it is Sun, on the left it is Moon. That means Yin Yang. Yin Yang unite to
create Universe, bear and evolve. That means Religion.
Why do you kowtow the living with two kowtows?

That is origin of combination of Yin and Yang. That is Tao” [Divine Messages
Collection, teaching done on 25" January 1926].

All evidences shown above let us know the meaning of that the Tao is the birth creating
all living beings coming from one unique origin as cosmic ether.

2. TAO ISPATH OF RETURN TO ORIGIN
a) Individual:

From the monism to duality, the spirit of Universe’s Lord is divided into tiny
subjects to create all living beings and to recommend the His own life power to the different
bodies everywhere.

“All living beings having life are born by MY SOUL, if there the life, there is ME surely”.
Or we say by other aspect “The life is Master”” [Divine Messages Collection, teaching 1928]

However, in the duality stage, the life and death are continuous stages with the relative
meaning. The conception of life is compared with something called as death. The conception of
death is compared with something called as life. Over the duality world, we find that the life and
death are just circulation of God’s spirit changing from this physical body to another physical
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body. It is same to the water in fields to nourish trees and it sometimes runs to river in order to
nourish fishes,...sometimes joins in ocean, sometimes evaporates to become cloud and rain,
sometimes stays in human’s physical body at the blood status, sometimes becomes perspiration
and urine. That water is the water, however it has been spending many times of variant as the
God’s spirit divided into innumerable lives of all living beings with the circulation forms of life
and death, however the life never disappears.

The return path from the all living beings to the God or ego of each individual combined
with the Universe’s Brahman is also called as the Tao. That is the return path to the origin that
ancient religionists always use that word.

The return to the primitive origin or union between God and human or all living beings
and supreme being is also called as the Tao by the Caodai disciples. The Caodai doctrine
expresses that each individual has three most precious treasures, which are physical body, ether
and spirit [Tinh, Khi, Than]. Whenever those three treasures are combined together, the
religionist gets success, it means that he returns to the Supreme Being’s great spirit in unlimited
transformation miracle.

“Why do you kowtow Angel, Saint with three kowtows?

It means kowtowing the third rank of God, and shows kowtowing the combination of
physical body, Air, Spirit. That is the 7ao ” [Divine Messages Collection, teaching done on 25"
February 1926]

b) Community:

To the union of communities including many beings, the Tao is the path to the primitive
source. It is pointed out and revealed in front of everybody to step on the path and to go ahead. It
is same a travel company following another in walk and there are people reaching the destination
firstly, other people reaching later or there are people who collapse on the path that it is up to the
their own steps. The Way or Tao gets the objective nature as a mean for human. With that
meaning, we find that the word of Tao is used to hint the religious organizations, belief forms,
religious doctrines. The Tao is revealed to help people to live in according with the creation
principle of God from the one creating all things and all things returning to the origin.

“I opened Eight Diagrams to found the Universe, so it is called as Dharma, Dharma
exists to bear Universe and living beings and then there are humans, called Samgha.

| am Buddha as master of Dharma and Samgha to found religions to restore you in order
to get union with ME " [Divine Messages Collection, teaching done on 24™ October 1926].

Certainly, this word of “Tao” hints to the meaning of “all things return to origin”. It
means that it is a half cycle of evolution because the teaching expresses clearly: “found religions
to restore you in order to get union with ME”

“The Tao is the path to help Saint, Fairy, Buddha who are banished follow it to be able
to return the old position. The Tao is the path for humane ranks to help them follow and avoid
the samsara. If there is no Tao, those hierarchies may lose their path and loose the positions”
[Divine Messages Collection, teaching in 1926]
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This paragraph expresses clearer that the Way is the return path to old throne, which is
the original source. The Way is improvement method or formula for people who reply on it to
find the neither born nor ended essential at the happenings with birth and death on this earth that
we often call it in short way “avoid the samsara”.

3) Way is society morality conceptions

The definition of “You are Master, Master/l am you” under the humanity view, the God
is the community of all living beings. Consequently, the majority will of people on the earth is
the Supreme Being’s will. The continuous efforts of generations trending to the good standards
to affect the people’s life gradually create conceptions to society morality that is called as
“Way”. That is the objective reasons stimulated by society with nature of variability due to the
time and space.

The Caodai doctrine keeps the Supreme Being’s teaching about a meaning of Tao, which
is same to the society morality:

“It is up to mankind’s manners to build Principal Religion because formerly Humankind
did not know Heaven and Earth, mankind just practiced their religion in their ranges only.

But nowadays, mankind cooperates together. Mankind knows the universe deeply, but by
many religions, mankind is contrary each other” [Divine Messages Collection, teaching on 24"
April 1926]

Via the research about custom and sociology, we find clearly that “This section of
Pyrenees is the truth while the other opposite section of Pyrenees is falsity”.

Moreover, the right in life of couple as the morality of husband and wife is also changed
due to the time and space. At this area, it may be immoral toward society ethics if a boy gets
married with his blood aunt’s girl while it is naturally accepted in other area such as China.

In conclusion, the Tao in the Caodai doctrine is used to express:

The universal forming principle or origin creating all things.

The return to the origin of individual’s life.

The theory and organization method to help people community trend to the original
source.

The society ethics pointed out with guidance nature for people life to obtain higher
values compared with other creatures.

Four main meanings are continuous to help us a rather enough conception about the Tao
in Caodai’s doctrine although many things have not been explained, there is the hope of new
discovery in future.

“The Tao’s meaning is so profound, but you firstly understand as much, then exactly
study more other mysterious meaning” [Divine Messages Collection, teaching in 1926]
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111/ MEANING OF TITLE OF GREAT WAY-THIRD PERIOD-UNIVERSAL
SALVATION.

If we consider one word by one word, we may understand that:

- The Great Way is the great path.
- Third Period is the third time.
- The Universal Salvation is display to save the living beings.

1. GREAT WAY:

Firstly, we discuss two words of “Great Way”. The basic nature in Caodai doctrine is the
quintessence general of other doctrines. Consequently, if we did not base on this basic to study
the Caodai doctrine, we would face on hundreds or thousands of contrary queries in the Supreme
Being’s teaching that the cause is due to our mind’s dissimilar, due to our mind’s our jumble
consideration in relative circle of dualism.

The God is the God, the Heaven is the Heaven, people are people. Everything is clear
without confusion. That is the dualism nature.

Contrarily, the Supreme Being teaches:

“1 am Buddha, Buddha is ME. You are Buddhas, Buddhas are you. There is ME, then
there are you, there are you, then there are Angel, Saint, Fairy, Buddha ” or with clear sentences
“You are Master, I/Master am you”

That is the nature over monism and dualism or by another way, it contains both monism
and dualism, which are called as Tao in Caodai religion.

Via this general view, we can know the “Great” in the phrase of “Great Way”. The issue
in front of all Religious Heads is the resolving method about the life. The solutions of Religious
Heads are also considered as the Tao because it contains an active meaning, a status, an activity
method, a lifestyle for human. Certainly, with the name of “Great Way”, the Caodai religion
reckons that this is the great path. For people who used to consider affair from exterior, from the
phenomenon to spirit, used to reason around the dualism when they censure the Caodai religion
and they often have the suspicion about egomania manner in the title of “Great Way”. The
greatness is compared with something, which is minor; consequently are all religious forms,
existed philosophy minor? If we return the view of basic nature of Caodai doctrine, which
accepts the religious identification in conscience and thought harmony in action, the dispute
about the egomania manner will certainly exist. It is not about the wrong or right issue as a basic
issue, but a valid or invalid issue of solutions asked anciently. The Way of Human, Way of
Deity, Way of Saint, Taoism, Buddhism have a separate solution to solve the human issue.
Nowadays, we acknowledge they are reasonable, effective in a specific condition, specific time
of doctrine form, which is the basic manner of Caodai religion or highest sacred palace of a
Great Way as a Great Religion. Consequently, the “Great” does not mean to the salient meaning
over all as an independent and haughty individual, but it spreads to include all in order to see us
as others and see others as us in a common title. If the sporadic elements, which create us,
disappear, we ourselves will also disappear. In contrary, if there is no tie among elements, the
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sporadic elements will be still sporadic. The “Great” is the greatness in concept of accepting the
identical origin with mutual connection among elements via intermediary of unique origin. It
denies the more or less explanation in win or lost spirit with a disdain or respect attitude, but it
accepts the assessment to the effective level of solutions with a spirit including many solutions to
contribute the general program in order to solve life. Under that way of understanding, “Great
Way” is a Religion for all, a moderate solution for all, a path containing everything, not a path of
paths, but a common title of all paths, not a solution of a Religious Head but a solution of all
Religious Heads.

2/ THIRD PERIOD:

By such open-minded look, we continuously consider the phrase of “Third Period” or
“third time” in brief view. The Caodai doctrine contains the timetable of humankind of three
main periods. In every period, religious forms appear to guide the spirit of all human beings.
Every birth of one religion or many religions are called as “universal salvation”. The third period
or third salvation is marked by the birth of Caodai religion.

The humankind’s history through the current of time is a competition for existence and
evolution. It is the natural principle, but the more there is competition, the more the condition is
violent. Consequently, the humankind has ever stood for many times at the abyss of huge
annihilation. In front of the extermination danger, many religious heads appeared with religious
doctrines to spread in humankind in order to guide people to return the good life. The influence
of Religions helped society to certain degree for a specific period. Before that dimmed influence,
another new doctrine appeared to be suitable for intellectual standard of people.

With the humankind’s spirit development of two trends of good and evil, many religious
heads descended the earth to show the suitable training method to guide the people to unite with
the God that the arising notion was clearer and clearer. At that point, there was no exact number
of calendar to fix the time milestone of periods. Moreover, it is difficult to do that because the
development of humankind’s heart to the evolution current is the general of many wonderful
individuals and dull individuals.

People just remember prehistoric stage ambiguously that many religious heads appeared,
there were famous persons with their work handed down and they are proclaimed as religious
heads. Nobody can imagine how their figures and activities are.

The reports of legends are not easy for us to know the certain events of physical body.
However, at least, they represent the meanings containing some theologies.

In the second salvation, the history still records appearances:

The Sakyamuni Buddha ameliorated the Buddhism.
The Lao-Tzu ameliorated the Taoism.

The Confucius ameliorated the Confucianism.

The Jesus opened the Catholicism.

Nowadays, we are at the third salvation called as “Third Period of Salvation”. The word
“third” refers the comparison with the first and second time. This third time refers three main
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Religions in the East and people do not see the great figures descending the earth to ameliorate
the Religions, but find worship to the Divine Beings.

- QuanYin [#&].
- LyTaiPeo [ #8].
- Quan Thanh B¢ Quan.

They are especially responsible for ameliorating the Buddhism, Taoism. Confucianism.

That point can be found in the Caodai disciple’s ideology and expression in worship rites.
The activities of Divine Beings belong to the half-visible aspect. Consequently, it is not easy to
verify for unbelievers.

The sketch is about figures mentioned much in the Caodai doctrine. How are about the
religious heads on over the world? For any religion with the faith forms where they are, there are
also embodiments of God as the venerated subject for believers. Thus, the list to the name of
religious heads of three universal salvations due to the way mentioned, just takes the available
symbol for the trend to gather all.

Any symbol is relative, therefore we should understand that after the list, there are many
blank dots and parenthesis waiting the continuous fill from when the humankind’s mind
develops to a level that people can imagine all titles of religious heads or same figures who
obtained such positions in ancient society.

Consequently, the separation to three periods of salvation takes the machinery
mathematical meaning, it means that after some epoch, people assign the religious heads and
faith forms of huge and small religions in a same group. In contrary, this separation takes the
general nature and a meaning that the humankind history is a circulation by prosper and decline.
For every decline period, the Religions seem to try to restore the people’s noble spirit to trend to
their sacred source.

The Third Period of God’s Amnesty is marked by the Caodai religion’s birth about the
beginning of 20™ century. However, this general doctrine had appeared in many places such as
the Bahai religion in 1863. The religion research movements compared in countries of America
and Europe from the beginning 20" century are same the Supreme Being’s confirmation:

“I did not come by mysterious communication writing to establish religion in Vietnam,
however Buddha, Immortal, Saint, Deity had used this mysteriousness to preach religion in many
nations” [Divine Messages Collection, teaching on 12" November 1926].

3/ SALVATION

As we have just mentioned the salvation above, it is expression to save the living beings.
The word “salvation” makes us think about missionary tactic, about the propagation technology
to induce the ideology to enter the common people’s heart, so that thought controls each
individual’s action and community. That is a very active attitude to reach the final purpose as
salvation for human beings to quit their imperfect present. We should think that we need to prove
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the basic relation in Caodai disciple’s thought to their existence on this earth before we
continuously study the meaning of word “salvation”.

The first paragraph in the Divine Messages Collection of second book tells:

“What is the philistine world?
Who is the traveler?
Why is it called “traveler”?

The philistine world is the miserable site at where ranks of Saints and Fairies are
banished with crimes. It is the grievous site to pay all consequence of karma or return to old
position, or cannot pay then must lose the spirit then get the samsara. Hence, the spirits who are
banished are called worldly travelers”

Consequently, the people’s real homeland is not on this earth, but this is the guest-house
for travelers to take a rest on the evolution path, where the divine beings come to study the living
experiences on the earthly life with a physical body of human. By that way, we are a guest as a
temporary resident, not an eternal master. Consequently, the people’s private right toward
properties on this earth is meaningless because of the impermanence of those properties. Every
life value is built from the spread of permanence, which is the general of many stages. The
mistake between the permanence’s value and short value of stages is to distort the Caodai
doctrine. For example, the discussion is that a human’s life contains many miseries and we just
end everything by killing him. That is a solution, but it is based on dialectic against the
permanent spirit which is a life of individual proceeded via many generations of samsara or at
least, after physical body, the miracle part of individual still exists in activities. The salvation
must be also built due to that viewpoint and the people must apply whole ability to help
humankind evolve of true, good, beauty on the spread of eternal life. That view is different from
another view of people who think that the happiness just exists on this earth with the current life
and just exists in physical body that the trend gathers all values of life of some tens of years on
the earth. The permanence will become illusive if it is not based on stages and the stages will
become extreme if they are not based on the permanence. Consequently, the close correlate
between two senses limitation and absolute is the equability in decision to action method when
we carry out the salvation to the human beings. If the missionaries realize this correlate or
mutual mitigation, they will be often attracted to winds pitifully and instead of keeping the
umpire position to balance the life of human beings, we use the power of faith to create the
acceleration to mutual collision among contrary trends in society. Although the spirit of thought
does not have power in detail like gun or bullet, the life change possibility is not low.
Consequently, the fights happening nowadays contain the mechanical aspect animatedly, but the
fights of thought come from the doctrines of ancestors. In order to save the human beings, we
must base on the source causing the disagreement in society and we should solve the thought
issue as a basic issue of all solutions. The thought will be unavailable if it is revealed in detail by
action. Thus, the salvation takes two meanings:
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The first: change the thought.
The second: affect the action.

The thought built is based on the sense of permanence life while the action is tied in
situation and stage. If two those fields are completely separated that it means that the human
beings are still aware of value of divine path to eternal life, but they have secular actions which
are completely contrary to thoughts mentioned above; the responsible persons in Third Period
will not fulfill the salvation.

The salvation is the display, which is visible with its appearance that it naturally displays
the visibleness, invisibleness, exteriority, the cover of things, thus they are the falsity while the
salvation result is an issue belonging to the internal worlds. Consequently, if the persons carrying
on the missionary work, who cannot save them by themselves, they just know the cover of
religion, but they do not know the internal essence. In the extended way of explanation, what
exists on this world that can see them by our physical eyes and hear by our physical ears, related
to the dogma propagation tactic only belongs to temporary scale and its nature depends on the
environment and stage. People must bring the eternal life for human beings in order to reap final
result of salvation. If the Third Period [Caodai religion] just carries out the dogma propagation
but it impossible to bring to the eternal life for human beings, the exposed issue is that it has not
solved the final target of human’s life yet.

IV LEGISLATIVE STANDARD

Now, we continue to consider the second point as the conception of Three
Religions and Five Religious Branches in Caodai ideology. If the general tendency just shows
the connection within Three great religions of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, it only gets
the value within the Oriental area. That is the form selection expressing the original identity
meaning of religions, which is easiest understandable towards the Eastern people and it becomes
unintelligible towards Europeans, Americans because this religious thought may be strange
towards their daily life. When mentioning the list of religious heads mentioned most in salvation
periods, | thought that we needed many unfinished points put behind the list and those points is
the wish to express in our thought, the listed names is the language limitation belonging to the
explanation ability. Although the statement of name of Three Religions as three religious identity
forms with three Religious heads is enough, the beginning of Caodai religion contains “Great” in
“Great Way”. Consequently, we need to understand that “Three Religions returned to origin” is a
way to express the thought of all religions returned to the origin. By another way, when looking
at the Divine Image of Lao-Tzu, Sakyamuni, Confucius arranged in peer on the altar, that image
is to express that all religious forms on the world get the same value, which is to save all living
beings by some propagation tactic that is suitable for each situation. People who often to
acknowledge issues of world by the dualistic eyes and always compare and search the
differences to arrange and group or separate this person with other one will query why the

10
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Caodai religion rudely admits that all salvation forms towards human beings of Religious heads
or people doing the same work without name of specific religious head, have the equal value.
Don’t we know that there are religions with most disciples having stronger influence compared
with other religions, and thus, people on the earth do not irresolutely criticize that this religion is
more important than other one? Don’t we know that many adopt a religions with a straight
viewpoint that what belonging to him is the true doctrine and things, which are different from
him are the superstition? If we come back the teaching:

“You are Master, Master are you™

“You are Buddhas, Buddhas are you”

That comparison will become meaningless because there is no difference between us and
Jesus or Mohamed, between us and Sakyamuni, Confucius or Tao-Tzu. All those persons are the
change of appearance coming from one immense origin of life running along the time current
that each person has mission to fulfill in order to express his life most fully in the environment at
which he is present. The eternality is found via the meaning that all doctrines comes from the
God and have same mission of saving in third period that they have appeared until now. The
nature of short stage depends on the period and the situation is the propagation tactic of all
doctrines varying along the time and space. In the repeat, the tendency including and
amalgamating the Caodai ideology is opened along the adored image when we observe the image
from the Divine Eye and we may see the following arrangement:

1. Divine eye

2. Image of Sakyamuni

3. Image of Ly-Tai-Pei

4. Image of Jesus

5. Image of Khuong Thai Cong

6. Seven Thrones for seven biggest Dignitaries of Nine Divine Planes Palace [Cuu Trung
bai] of Caodai Council.

By separating the Divine Eye as the image of unique or incomparable absoluteness, we
find that the remains are five images: Buddha, Immortal, Saint, Deity, Human continuously
arranged into the unique represented by the Divine Eye. At this time, we find that the activity
tactics appear on over the world along the time that each image or tablet represents one tendency.
Five activity fields represent are called as Five Religious Branches of Great Way calculated from
below side up to the upper:

1. Way of Human
2. Way of Deity

3. Way of Saint

4. Way of Immortal

11
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5. Way of Buddha

The “Way” in Five Religious Branches contains the meaning directing to the way and
action much more than the display form of a religion. Consequently, in the East, the phrase “way
of human” is same to the settling policy towards human’s issues of Confucius, Mencius,...In the
West, they are the ways of Socrate, Esope, Platon,...The image of Human Way is seven thrones
put at the end of altar according to along direction, looked from the Divine Eye while the image
of Confucius is arranged horizontally to represent one religion. The horizontal direction
represents the religious arrangement forms with a same value in their mission extended unlimited
in the meaning and limitation of three great religions in the Orient under the display to express
that meaning. By that way, we may imagine that besides the images of religious heads such as
Sakyamuni, Lao-Tzu, Confucius, there are another religious heads arranged horizontally and
each person must look at the world direct to solve the following issues at the same time:

1. The individual life and family in society

2. The national life in international community
3. The saintizeness towards humankind

4. Human and activities in the invisible world
5. Awaking all human beings

No less or many religious doctrines face on the issues mentioned above and they also
have specific solution. One solution may concentrate manpower to some region only and because
of close connection among regions, it solves all issues belonging to five fields. For example, the
Confucius set up the basis of humanity. When people develop up the peak of humanity, they will
obtain the uprightness, decorum, wisdom, faithfulness, will understand other people, understand
the devil and the God. The action, which is suitable for the humanity, is a suitable action
towards God will and they solved issues belonging to five fields just mentioned above. The self-
improvement to become a good human is the issue of individual life, but the individual is a
member of national community and the individual is also a member of politics society affecting
it. Consequently, the self-improvement observed under another viewpoint is a solution solving
the life of national life. The individual is also a member of humankind society, thus under
another viewpoint, the self-improvement of individual is also the issue to sanitize the
humankind. The individual also shoulders the God’s mission, thus the self-improvement is also a
solution to solve the human’s life in relation between the visible world and invisible world. With
a larger viewpoint, we will find that human individual is a living being like all other living
beings existing together, thus the self-improvement is also a solution to awake all living beings.
The humanity is not only limited in the correlate between a person and another person, but also
enlarges to another living beings. Haven’t we ever heard that the sentence for people who
maltreat animals, is the sentence for inhuman kind?

The MAP of DIVINE ALTAR with Divine Eye, Three Religions, Three Governors, Five
Religious Branches in New Religious Code and Religious Constitutional Law of Caodaism at the
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annotation mentioned the power of Female Cardinal, the Supreme Being taught the arrangement
for Five Religious Branches as the following:

“The  Holy  See turns to the West as the main %  Doadi

That is the spiritual palace [cung dao]. On your Master’s left, it is # Can

On your Master’s right, it is the 1 Khén

Z% | should have put seven thrones of mankind on the left of my throne. However, since you must

be on behalf of Human Way to be enough for Five Religious Branches, | had to put them in the
Spiritual Palace to be enough”.

In general, the individual activity affects on the community of all living beings and to the
life of all living beings, controls the individual life while the life of all living beings is a part of
Supreme Being’s life or by another explanation, the life of all living beings is the way displaying
the Supreme Being’s life within the world appearance. Consequently, the Confucianism began its
solution by the self-improvement as the use in order to apply the key to open the chain
containing many links connected together.

By the activity concentration on one of five fields mentioned above, the Religious Heads
really solved all issues of human’s life because of the mutual line influences among activities of
life of all living beings. By that way, the operation solution of Religious Heads was built due to
the eternality as the eternal human’s life but it varies due to the time and space. Consequently,
the Deity, Saint, Immortal, Buddha are names of successful persons according to way in the
religious life displayed by Religious Heads. With different explanation, such action led that such
name. For example, people raise the Confucius as a Saint as “Khong Thanh Tién Su” and He
taught the Way of human, which means how to live as a human being, how to act as a king or
mandarin, citizen with good natures: kindness, decorum, uprightness, wisdom, faithfulness,
industry, appearance, speech, behaviour,....The person accepting the Confucius’s doctrine and
getting successful in his life is the person who has fulfilled the Way of human. The Five
Religious Branches unified in one are five ways of Religious Heads and they meet together in
third amnesty period as the Caodai doctrine. All those solutions always guide the humankind to
live correspondingly to the Universe’s life, which is happening incessantly. The return to origin
or union with the supreme being or result of unifying or being saved or being returned to the God
or obtaining the real nature are only are nouns or phrases explaining the different meanings
under the life of Creator. Such consideration avoids the mistake that the Caodai doctrine contains
the monolatry not to admit another doctrines. In general, kindly differentiate the difference about
the meaning between Three Religions and Five Religious Branches as the following:

- Way of human: is the style-life due to the doctrine of Confucius, Socrate, Platon,
Esope,...

- Way of deity: is the style-life due to the doctrine of Khuwong Thai Cong, persons
described in canonized Greek, canonized Egypt.

- Way of saint: is the style-life due to the doctrine of Jesus Christ, Mohamed.
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- Way of immortal: is the style-life due to the doctrine of Lao-Tzu, Duong Chau, Mac
Dich, the persons called witchcraft of heresy.

- Way of buddha: is the style-life due to the Sakyamuni, Pythapore.

Those are not five religions with names of “Human Religion”, “Deity Religion”, “Saint
Religion”, “Immortal Religion”, “Bhuddha Religion” like Caodai Religion, Hoa Hao Religion,
Bahai Religion,...but are five solutions of solving the human issue of many religions.
Consequently, the noun “Buddhism” in Three Religions (Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism) is
different from the “Buddhism” in Five Religious Branches (Human Way, Deity Way, Saint Way,
Immortal Way, Buddhism). It is same to that the Wisdom Boat is different from the Boat of
Wisdom. “Wisdom Boat” is a boat made wood, carved with dragon and used to carry coffin to
bury while “Boat of Wisdom” is to refer the religion to save the living beings from suffer and to
lead them to the delivery. One is the appearance while another one is the content. Consequently,
the speech towards the Three Religions returned to origin is to want to collect all religious forms
to have an unique form. About the Five Religious Branches, it is to want to collect all contents of
doctrines to have an unique content.

We kindly extract a paragraph of Divine Teaching in the Collection of Divine Message of
Caodai Religion:

“I essentially founded out Five Religious Branches of Great Way as following: Way of
human, Saint Way, Immortal Way, Immortal Way, Buddhism. Depending on mankind’s manners
to build Principal Religion because formerly Humankind did not know Heaven and Earth,
mankind just practiced their religion in their ranges only. But nowadays, mankind cooperates
together. Mankind knows the universe deeply, but by many religions, mankind is contrary each
other, so I decide to unify and make the return to the origin”

Consequently, the Caodai doctrine contains a special point that is the nature of union and
concord. Since the medium mission for thoughts of humankind unified, it must open the gate
widely to admit all thoughts, studies based on the theistic basis, which means that there is one
God always exists in our mind for support, so that the propagation tactic becomes suitable for
every epoch. His Holiness Ho Phap Pham Cong Téc as the Governor of Divine Alliance Palace
or Perisprit of Caodai religion-a visible key body of visible creating the Caodai’s thought, has
confirmed that:

“The Caodaism is a religion coming from the Conscience controls it, applying all
doctrines of world as the basis in order to be the medium means for thought unified to lead the
human beings to good way”

We understand that the thought always humours situation to support the intellectuality of
human beings in order to change the situation. Consequently, nowadays, the humankind has
unified and known the universe. Thus, that doctrine does not permit it encloses the thought along
the time current because it’s nature contains no separation against others as one unit is opposite
to another unit. Denying the concord aspect just contains the “name” without “use”. It has the
“name” because it is belonging to the doctrine that it is “great” by itself but it does not use that
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nature to make it larger about quantity and quality, thus it will miss the “use”. By another way, it
is not correct that if many people become disciples of a religion and accept the religious law, it
will naturally become a Great Way. But in contrary, from the thought field of followers, it
displays the external appearance, action, speech and all things has not contained trace of
separation. It no longer contains thought that it is bigger and no longer contains no queries
coming the contrary of dualistic world. In that case, it will be called as Great Way. That is the
spirit state and action mode of real followers who obtained the peak of Way although they had
followed some different forms.

V/ CONCLUSION

The conclusion is the introspectiveness while the harmony is the exterior manifestation.
Therefore, we should not be confused between the introspectiveness and manifestation. Every
manifestation always contains mistake while the introspectiveness contains fully without
expression language. Due to the shortcoming of phenomenon, the theology of Caodai both
belongs to rationalism and spiritualism; the salvation stratagem of Third Period both replies on
analysis, reasoning and spirit emotiveness. In a brief way, it is the spirit transmittance. This
nature in theology clarify the harmony and concord spirit of Caodai doctrine to induce people
who often criticize by comments about error manifestation of attitude of disciple’s action, to re-
consider issue of Third Period’s doctrine. The Three Religion union and Five Branches in one
are not the motley combination with differences which are combined by uncouth affected knots;
are not the combination containing the differences which are basics, which are worthy to be
argued as a top issue. The differences are the exterior aspects with the time and space of internal
homogeneousness. By a clearer way, the guideline of union of Three Religions and Five
Branches in one induces the Caodai religion to be a religion, not an association of many
Religions. In that Religion, the follower will not find separation between the Way of Human and
Heavenly Way. The Heavenly Way is the eternal spread while the Way of Human takes a part of
endlessness. The Great Way is the content and the Five Branches is the way to express in the
space of appearance. Consequently, the Great Way or Five Branches are same although that
doctrine contains such two phrases.

Censored on 22™ February Giap Ddn year [15™ March 1974]
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Danh hiéu va tiéu chudn ldp phap cua Dai Pao Tam Ky Phé Do

I/- GIO1 THIEU DANH HIEU DAO CAO PAI

DPao Cao Dai 1a mét ton gido maéi thanh hinh tai nuéc Viét Nam trong vong tién ban
thé ky 20. Pay 1a mot trong nhirng tén gido 16n dang hoat dong tich cuc tai Viét Nam va
c6 mot hau thuan nhan dan dang ké gdm gan ba triéu tin d6 trén téng sé 17 triéu rudi dan.
Tén gido nay c6 mot hé thdng to chic hanh chanh khé chat chg, trung wong dit tai Tinh
Tay Ninh xung danh 1a Toa Thanh Tay Ninh. Cac cip hanh chanh dia phuong 1a Tréan
bao (ving goém nhiéu Tinh), Chau Dao (Tinh), Téc Pao(Quan), Huong Pao(x3i). Po ula
& Qudc noi con ¢ Hai ngoai thi c6 mot Hoi Thanh ngoai giao (Mission étrangere) trung
uong dat tai Phnom-Penh (Cambodge) va cac chuc sic, chirc viéc dai dién & rai rac khap
cac qudc gia, Nhyt, Phap, My, Congo.

Ton gido nay xung danh hiéu 1a Dai Pao Tam Ky Pho D hodc Pao Cao Dai va
nguoi ta quen goi danh thir hai nhiéu hon vi ngan va gon.

Muén hiéu rd tai sao c6 hai danh hiéu cing mét ldc, ching ta can tro lai nhiing ngay
dau tién trong lich sir 1ap gido. Pao Cao Dai von phat xuat tir mot hién tuong c6 tinh cach
than quyén. Nhitng mén d6 dau tién trong tén gido nay la nhimg ngudi hiéu ky thuoc
khuynh huéng than bi, muén khdm phé bic man bi mat che phu thé gigi vo hinh tir ngan
xua hau c6 thé gidp ho giai quyét nhitng van dé nan giai tai thé gian, chang han van mang
tuong lai cua chinh cd nhan va dan toc ho.

Ho thuc hién nhitng cudc thdng cong bang phép xay ban va co but véi cac chon linh
trong cdi vo hinh.

Ho da thanh cong trong viéc khdm phé ra nhitng nang lyc siéu nhién va nhiing thuc
thé linh diéu dang song dong bén canh cudc doi tran tuc cua chung ta.

Giai doan dau tién khai sy tir naim 1919 véi quan phi Ngo Vian Chiéu, vé sau duoc
suy ton nhu mét vi Gido Chu trong mét chi phai Cao Dai.

Giai doan thir hai tir nam 1925 tré di véi mot nhom nhéan si gdm cac dng Pham
Cong Téc, Cao quynh Cu, Cao Hoai Sang 1 nhitng nhan vat dong vai chinh yéu va mot
sb nguoi nira.

Trong giai doan dau, vi Gido Chu vd hinh ctia Pao Cao Pai thudng xung danh 13
Cao Dai Tién Ong hoidc Cao Dai Tién Ong Pai Bo Tat Ma Ha Tét giang co day cho cac
mon dé phuong phap tu than luyén ky. T6 chic ton gido chua thanh hinh tuéng rd rét con
trong tinh trang phdi thai chi don thuan 1a khuynh huéng tu Tién.

Trong giai doan thir hai tir nam 1925 tré di ciing Pic Cao Dai Tién Ong nay nhung
qua su théng céng cua nhdm cac Ong Pham Coéng Téc, Cao quynh Cu, Cao Hoai Sang lai
xung danh 1a Ngoc Hoang Thuong Dé hoic Cao Dai Tién Ong Pai Bo Tat Ma Ha Tat va
tén gido c6 danh goi 12 Pai Pao Tam Ky Phd Do, hé théng t6 chac chat ché va qui md
hon truéc.

Vi tinh céch lich sir trong hai giai doan phat trién ké tiép nhau, nguoi ta van quen
dung song song hai danh xung" Pao Cao Dai" va" Dai Pao Tam Ky Phé Do". Tuy nhién
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bat ky mot doan the xa hoi nao khi quyét dinh chon mot danh xung han phai c6 mét Iy do
thuac day hoac muon noi 1én mét y nghia chi do.

Danh xung Pai Pao Tam Ky Phd Do dugc dung dén trong giai doan thir hai danh
dau su truong thanh ciia mot tdn gido khai su truyén ba sau rong trong cac tang 16p nhan
dan.

Chinh tir day ton gido Cao Dai méi dong vai tro quan trong trong nhiing sinh hoat
cua cong dong quoc gia va vi thé chung ta sé dé nhicu thi gio tim hiéu y nghia cta danh
xung Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho DJ.

Riéng vé danh xung Cao Dai véi nhitng ngudi Phép td mo vé viéc co bat duoc giai
thich :

Cao Dai 1a DIEU ( Thuong Pé ) hoic Cao Dai la LE TRES HAUT (Péang cao ca )
hoac DIEU TONT PUISSANT (Thuong B¢ toan nang). (TNHT Thanh giao ngay 8-6-
1926 va 1-10-1926)

I1/- Y NGHIA CHU PAO TRONG CAO PAI GIAO

Trong ton gido Cao Dai nguoi ta quen dung chir Dao véi y nghia hét sirc bao quat.
Qua kinh dién va ngbn ngir trong sinh hoat hang ngay ctua nguoi tin do6 mot cach dai khai
ching ta ghi nhan nhitng nghia chanh sau day:

1/ DAO LA NGUYEN LY TAO THANH VU TRU

Trong truong hop nay chir Pao dugc dung dé chi nhiing hién tuong da xay ra lién
tiép nhu thé nao trong vii try, ké tir khoi nguyén dé dat dén ket qua la c6 nhitng vi tinh tu,
thai dwong hé cua chiing ta cung nhitng sinh vat dang song trén dia cau ngay nay. Y
nghia nay glong nhu thuyét n6i vé "Dich ly" trong trlet hoc Trung Quédc. P6 1a con dudng
bién hoa tir nhat nguyen dén nhi nguyén va ting s6 mai mii tao thanh hinh tudng va

nhitng sinh hoat v6 cung phuc tap cua vii tru nhu ngay nay.
Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén cua Pao Cao Pai c6 ghi 10i day cua Pic Chi Tén nhu sau

" Khi chwa ¢é chi trong Can Khén thé Qidi thi khi hw vé sanh ra ¢6 mét Thay va
ngdi cia Thay 1a Thai Cuc, Thay phan Thai Cuc ra Ludng Nghl Lwong Nghi phan ra Tu
Tuwong, Tiz Twong bién Bat Qual Bat Quai bién hoa vo cung méi ldp ra can khén thé
gigi. Thay lgi phan tanh Thay ma sanh ra van vdt 1a : vdt chdt, th@o méc, ¢on tring, tha
cam goi la ching sanh (TNHT. TG.1928).

O mot doan khéc cling véi ¥ trén day nhung néi r6 hon vé con ngudi va Than linh,

" Khai Thién Pja von Thay, sanh Tién Phdr ciing Thdy. Thay da ndéi mét chon than
ma bién can khon thé gioi va ca nhan logi. Thay la chw Phdt, chw Phdt la Thay, cac con
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la chw Phdt, chw Phdt 1a cac con. C6 Thay méi ¢6 cac con, cO Cac con méi ¢é chu Than
Thanh Tién Phat" (TNHT.Q1.tr 48).

Gido ly nay noi rd su sanh hoéa tir mot ra hang ha sa sb va goi con dudng ay 1a Dao.
Khi giang vé su song chét cua kiép con ngudi Buc Ngoc Hoang Thugng Bé cé day :

" Ta mj ciing nhw hét 10a bj am ma thai thi thé nao Moc dang ma sanh bong tro
trai?. Con bdc chon tu ty nhu mgt hgt glong tot, hé gieo xusng thi 1én cay, cay lén thi tro
bong, tré bong roi sanh trai ma bién bién sanh sanh cang tang sé. Vi _Vd@y ma cac con
phdi bé xac tran ma bong trdi thiéng lieng cac con sanh hoa chon than, chon than lai
bién hang muén thém sé ting Ién hodi. Ay la Pao" (TNHT.TG 22-7-1926).

Lai nira khi giang vé nghi Ié‘, chap hai tay bét an ty dé lay c6 nghia gi thi Duc Ngoc
Hoang Thuong D¢ ciing da day rang Pao la con duong sanh hoa do phép am duong phoi
hop :

" Ta la nhut, hizu 1a nguyét, vi chi am dwong. Am dwong hiép nhut phat khoi can
khon, sanh sanh héa hoaTic la Dgo" Lay ké song hai lay la tai sao?
" La nguon coi cua nhon sanh, ludng hiép 4m duwong ma ra. Ay la Pao. (TNHT.TG.25-2-
1926).

Tat ca nhitng dan chimg trén day cho chung ta thay rang nghia 1y chir Pao la con
duong sanh héa ra mudn loai van vat khai tir mot goc duy nhat 1a hu vé chi khi.

2/-DAO LA CON PUONG PHAN BON HUON NGUYEN
a)- Cé thé:

Tir nhat nguyén sang nhi nguyén céi chon than cua Dang Chu té Can khon thé gisi
ngay nay bi phan chia manh min dé tao hoa van linh va goi gam vao trong nhitng hinh
hai di biét cai nang luc song cua chinh Ngai bang bac khap moi noi.

" Chi chi hitu sanh ciing do béi chon linh Thdy ma ra. Hé c6 song at ¢6 Thay, Thay
la cha cua s song.”" Hodc néi rd hon " Cai mang séng 1a Thay " (TNHT.TG1928)

Thé nhung khi budc sang vong nhi nguyén thi song va chét Ia nhimg giai doan ké
tiép nhau, va chi co ¥ nghia tuong dbi. Noi song la dé so sanh véi nhing gi goi chét va
nguoc lai néi chet la dé so sanh nhitng gi goi séng. Vuot I1én trén thé giéi nhi nguyén ay
chung ta thay rang su séng chét chang qua chi 1a nhing lan bién hoa cua cai chon than
Dang Thuong Bé luan chuyén tir trong hinh hai nay qua hinh hai khac, chang khac nao
chat nudc khi thi & dong ruong tam mat co cay, IGc chay ra sdng nudi loai tom cé, khi thi
& dai duong, khi boc thanh hoi nuée lac hoa may mua cé luc lai chun vao thin ngudi
thanh méu huyét, luc tiét ra mo hoi, nudc tiéu. Nudc ay van 1a nudc nhung da trai qua
bao lan bién thé ciing nhu chon than cia Thuong Dé di tu phan chia thanh muén van
mang séng cua van linh, luan chuyén qua nhitng hinh thic tir sinh cua van loai ma khoi
séng ay van khong hé mat.
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Con dudng trd vé tir van linh dén Thuong DE tir tieu ngd ciia mdi ca thé hoa vao céi
dai nga cua vi tru cling goi 1a Pao. Ay la con duong phan bon huon nguyén ma cac nha
Pao giao xua nay van thuong goi.

Sy tro vé véi ngudn gdc nguyén thay, su hiép nhit gitra Troi va Nguoi, gitra van
linh va chi linh ciing dwoc nhitng ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai goi 1a Pao. Gido 1y Cao Pai day
ring noi mdi con ngudi ching ta ¢d ba phan qui bau nhat 12 Tinh, Khi, Than. Ngay nao
ba mén 4y hiép mot duoc thi nguoi tu s& thanh coéng, nghia 1a tré vé cung khdi dai chon
than caa Pac Chi Tén ma bién hoa v cing. Su hiép nhit 4y duoc goi 1a Pao trong 10i
giang giai sau day:

" Lay Than lgy Thanh ba lay 1a tai sao? La lay bdng vao hang thi ba cua Troi va
ciing chi rang lay Tinh, Khi, Than hiép nhit. Ay la Pgo. (TNHT.TG 25-2-1926)

b)- Tap Thé :

Con néi vé sy hiép nhut cia nhimng tap thé gom nhiéu sanh linh thi Pao c6 nghia 1a
con duong tré vé ngudn gc nguyén thay. N6 duoc vach ra phoi bay trudc mat, moi moc
cho ngudi budc 1én va cing di theo huéng di ay. Nhu mot doan 1i hanh néi dudi nhau
rao budc ma co ké dén dich trudc nguoi dén sau, hodc co ké nga guc giita duong ay la
tly & nhitng bude di cua chinh ca nhan ho. Con duong hay Pao noi day cé tinh cach
khach quan nhu mét phuong tién céng hién cho con ngudi. Trong y nghia do, chung ta
tim thay chir Pao duoc dung dé chi nhitng to chic ton gido, cac hinh thirc tin ngudng,
triét thuyét Pao gido. Pao dugc bay ra nham gitip cho con nguoi biét cach séng dung voi
nguyén ly sanh hoa caa Troi dat tir nhat bon tan van thi rdi van thi qui nhit bon.

" Thay khai bat quai ma tac thanh can khon thé gisi nén méi goi 1a Phap, Phap c6
mai sanh can khon van vdt, roi moi cé nguoi nén goi la Tang.

Thay 1a Phat chui ca Phdp va Tang ldp thanh cdc Pao ma phuc hoi cac con hiép mét
cing Thay". (TNHT.TG-24-10-1926).

Di nhién véi y nghia nay chir Pao dung dé chi phan " van thd qui nhit bon " tic 1a
mot nira chu ky cua mot dong tan hoa vi da dugc ndi qua rd " Lap thank cac Pao ma
phuc hoi cac con hiép mét cing Thay "

" Dao la con duong dé cho Thénh, Tién, Phar doa trd’n do theo ma hoi cuu vi. Pgo
la dwong Cua cac nhon pham do theo ma lanh luan hoi. Neu chang phdai do theo DBgo thi
cac bdc ay deu lac buéc mat het ngdi pham™ ( TNHT- TG- 1926 )

Poan nay con chi rd hon, Pao 14 con dudng tré vé cuu vi tic 12 ngudn gde ban xua,
Pao 14 phuong phéap tu hanh hay 1a céng thirc dé cho nhiéu ngudi nuong theo do6 tim tré
lai phan tinh anh bat sanh bat diét ngay tir trong nhitng dién bién hiru sanh hitu diét cua
cudc doi tran tuc ndy, thuong goi tit 1a 1anh cira luan hoi.

3)- Pao la nhirng quan niém luan ly xa hoi
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D4i bao ring "cac con la Thay, Thay 1a cac con " thi véi cai nhin day tinh cach nhan
ban, Thuong Dé chang qua 1a tap thé van linh. Vay thi y mudn caa da sé con ngudi trén
hoan vii chinh 1a y mudn cua Bac Chi Tén. Nhitng su ¢b gang lién tuc cua bao thé hé
nam trong huéng tién dén nhirng tiéu chuan tét dep chi phdi cudc sdng ciia con ngudi dan
dan hinh thanh nhiing quan niém vé luan Iy x& hoi ciing goi 1a Pao. Ay Ia nhitng I& phai
turong d6i do x4 hoi qui dinh, cd tinh c&ch bién thién tiy theo thai gian va khdng gian.

Gido 1y Cao Dai c6 ghi lai 161 xac dinh cua Bic Ngoc Hoang Thuong Bé vé mot
nghia cua cht Pao dong vaéi luan ly x& hoi nhu sau :

" Tuy theo phong héa cua nhon logi ma gdy thanh chénh gido, la vi khi triéc can vo
dac khan , khon vé dac duyét thi nhon loai duy cé hanh Pao noi tw phuong minh ma
thoi"

" Con nay thi nhon logi da hi¢p dong can khén di tan thiee thi lgi bi phan nhiéu Pao
ay ma nhon logi nghich lan nhau." (TNHT.TG-24-4-1926)

Nghién ciu vé phong tuc va xa hoi hoc ching ta thay qua rd rang "Bén nay day nui
Pyrénées la chan ly, bén kia lai la sai lam." ( Vérité en deca des Pyrénées, erreur au dela-
Pascal).

Ngay ca I8 phai trong doi song lta doi goi 1a dao vo chong ciing thay doi theo
khong gian va thoi gian. Noi day bi ket an la vi pham luan Iy xa hoi nghia 1a vo Bao, neu
ngudi trai ket hon véi con gai cua di rudt y, nguoc lai ¢ xtr khac nhu Trung Hoa y c6 the
lam cbng viéc ay mot cach tu nhién.

TOm tat, chir Pao trong gido 1y Cao Pai dugc dung dé chi :

- Nguyén 1y sinh thanh vil tru hay nguon gdc phét sinh moi vat va moi viéc.

- Sy tré vé nguon trong doi sdng cia ca nhan.

- Ly thuyét, phuong phap to chirc gilp cho tap thé con ngudi hudng vé nguon goc
nguyén thuy.

- Luan ly xa hoi bay ra c6 tinh cach hudng dan doi sdng con ngudi dat dén nhing
gia tri cao hon cac loai sinh vat khac.

Bén nghia chinh iy xép lién nhau da cho chiing ta mot ¥ niém kha day dua vé chir
bao trong hoc thuyét Cao bai, dau rang con nhiéu diéu chua dugc giai rd va hira hen
nhitng sy kham ph& mai trong tuong lai.

" Dao nghia ly rdt sau xa nhwng phdi hiéu truée bao nhiéu dé réi méi hoc cdc nghia
huyén bi khac cho dich xac dang." (TNHT.TG.1926).

I11/- Y NGHIA DANH HIEU DAl PAO TAM KY PHO PO
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Néu xét theo nghia 1y ting chix ching ta cé thé hiéu rang :
- Pai Pao 1a con duong Ion.

- Tam ky 12 lan thu ba.

- Phé @6 1a bay ra ciru ching sanh.

1/- DAIDAO:

Trudc hét xin ban vé hai chir Dai Pao. Tinh chit can ban trong hoc thuyét Cao Dai
la tong hop tinh hoa cac gi4o thuyét khéc, cho nén néu khéng chiu dung trén cin ban nay
khi tim hiéu vé 1y Dao, chlng ta s& thiy trim nghin thic mic mau thuin ngay trong loi
day ctia Btrc Chi T6n ma nguyén do la tai noi tdm sai biét cia ching ta, tai ly tri phan xét
lan quan trong vong twong dbi cua nhi nguyén.

Troi 1a Troi, dat 1a dat, nguoi 13 nguoi, dau ra ddy khong thé I1an 1on duoc. D6 1a
tinh chat ctia nhi nguyén.

Tréi lai Bac Chi Tén co6 day :

o Thay la chie Phdt, chw Phdt Ié} Thay, cdc con la chu Phat, chu Phat la cac con. Co
Thay mai ¢ cac con, co géc con roi moi co chwe Than, Thanh, Tién, Phat" Hoac noi rd
hon" Céac con la Thay, Thay la cac con."

Va d6 1a tinh chét vuot 1én trén ca nhat va nhi nguyén hay ndi mot cach khéc vira
nhat nguyén vira nhi nguyén goi 1a Pao trong Cao Dai giao.

Véi céi nhin bao quat nay ching ta xét thay chit Pai trong hai tiéng Dai Pao. Van dé
duoc dit ra cho tat ca cac Vi Gido Chu la giai quyét cudc doi. Giai phép cua tung Gido
Chu xua nay ciing dugc goi la Pao, nd bao ham y nghia moét thai d6 tich cuc, mot phuong
phap hoat dong, mot 16i séng cho con ngudi. Hién nhién véi danh xung Pai Pao, Cao
bai tu cho minh 1a con duong Ion. Nhirng nguoi quen nhin tir bén ngoai, tir hién tugng
dén tam linh, von quen ly luan trong vong nhi nguyén khi phé phan vé hoc thuyét Cao
Pai thuong c6 chd hoai nghi vé thai do doc tén trong danh hiéu Pai Pao. Lén 1a so sanh
véi cai gi nho hon nhu vay céc hinh thirc tén gido, triét hoc di c6, hién co, déu nho hét
hay sao? Néu tré lai tanh chat can ban cia hoc thuyét Cao Dai 1a chp nhan su dong
nguyén ton gido trong y thirc va su dung hoa tu tudng trong cach hanh dong thi diéu di
nghi vé mot thai do ty ton han khong con dat ding. Chang phai van dé sai hay ding tu
cin ban, ma la van dé con hiéu luc hay khdng cua cac giai phap tr xua dugc dat ra. Nhon
bao, Than Pao, Thanh Pao, Tién Pao, Phat Dao mdi chi déu co phuong cach giai quyét
van dé nhon sinh theo hoc thuyét cua minh, nay nhin nhan tit ca déu hitu ly, hiru hiéu
trong mot hoan canh nao do, thoi gian nao d6 cua cac hinh thirc gido thuyét van 1a thai do
cin ban ciia Pao Cao Pai hay cai linh dai cao nhiit cia mot Pai Pao hay 1a mot mébi Pao
I6n. Chit Dai vi vay khdng mang mot y nghia ndi bat, vuot 18n trén tat ca nhu mot ca thé
doc 1ap va ngao nghé& ma trai lai chinh 1a sy trai rong ra, bao gom tat ca ¢é xem minh Ia
ké khac, ké khac 1a minh trong mot danh thé chung. Nhitng phan tir 1¢ té cdu tao thanh
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minh, néu mat di thi chinh minh cing mét va nguoc lai néu khong cé su rang buoc gitra
cac phan tir v6i nhau thi nhitng gi lé té Van con lé té. Chtr Bai la I6n tim thay trong y
huéng chap nhan sy dong nguyén voi méi lién hé véi nhau gitra nhitng phan tt cdu tao
qua trung gian ciia mot ngudn géc duy nhit, nd tir chéi su giai thich hon hay kém trong
tinh than hon thua v6i mot thai d6 miét thi va ton trong, nhung nhan sy tham dinh vé muc
do hitu hi¢u cua cac giai phap véi tinh than can cd nhiéu giai phap dong gop vao mot
chuong trinh chung la giai quyét cudc doi. Hiéu nhu vay thi Dai Dao 1a mot mbi Bao cho
tat ca, mot giai phap vira ching cho tat ca, mot duong di chira dung duoc tat ca, nd khong
phai 12 mét con duong trong sé nhimg con dudng ma 1a cai danh hiéu chung cua tat ca
cac con duong Ay, nd khong phai 1a 16i giai quyét cia mot vi gido chu ma 12 16i giai quyét
cua tat ca nhirng vi Gido Chu.

2/- TAM KY:

Véi cai nhin rong rai nhu vay, ching ta hdy lan qua dén chir Tam Ky, n6i ném na la
lan thir ba. Hoc thuyét Cao Dai chia lich trinh tin hda cua nhon loai 1am ba thoi ky chinh.
Trong mdi thoi ky nhu vay déu c6 mot sb hinh thic ton gido nao d6 phat sinh dé hudng
dan tinh than sanh ching. M&i 1an khai sinh mét hay nhiéu ton gido nhu vay goi 1a " ky
pho d6". Tam ky hay lan phé do thi ba duoc danh dau bang su xuat hién cia Pao Cao
bai.

Lich st nhan loai theo sudt dong thoi gian 13 mot cudc tranh dau dé sinh ton va tan
hoa. Ay la cai Iy tu nhién, nhung ngit cang tranh dau lam lai cang &c liét 1am, nén di bao
phen nhon loai dirng bén bd vire tham caa mét cudc diét vong rong lon. Trude nguy co
diét chung ay, nhiéu vi gido chu xuat hién dem ly thuyét Dao gio truyén ba trong dan
gian mong kéo con ngudi tré lai doi séng hién hoa. Anh huéng cia cac Pao gido phan
nao da giup 6n dinh doi Song xa hoi it ntra trong mot khOang thoi gian nao do, trudc khi
anh huong dy lu mo dan dé nhuong chd cho nhitng gido thuyét méi phd hop voi trinh do
dan tri hon.

Song song Vvai sy phat trién tinh than nhon loai theo hai xu hudng thién va ac, nhiéu
Vi gi4o chu giang tran bay ra nhitng 16i huan luyén thich hop dua con ngudi tra vé hop
nhit véi Thugng BE ma y niém phat sinh cang ngay cang rd rét. Noi day khong con
nhitng con sé nién lich chinh xac phan dinh nhitng méc thoi gian gitra cac thoi ky véi
nhau, va lai ciing kho 1am dwgc nhu vay Vi sy tién trién cua nhon tdm néi chung trén
dong tan hoa 1a mot sy tong hop cta nhiéu ca nhan xuat sic va tri don.

Nguoi ta chi con nhd lai mot cach mo hd vao thoi ky thoi tién sir xa xam c6 xuat
hién nhiéu vi gi4o chu va nhitng nhan vat liing danh ma céng nghiép con dugc truyén
tung va suy ton nhu hang Gido Chu. Ciing khéng c6 ai hinh dung ndi hinh dang céc vi
nay ra sao, hoat dong dich thuc cia cac Ngai ra sao. Nhitng 10i thuat lai trong cac truyén
thuyét that 1a kho ma tim duoc nhu nhitng su kién hién nhién cua nhitng con ngudoi bang
xuong bang thit, nhung it nita n6 ciing twong trung cho nhitng y nghia ¢ tinh cach triét
hoc nao do.
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Sang dén thoi ky phd do tha hai lich st con ghi sy xuét hién cua :
- btic Thich Ca chan hung Phat Gio.

- Btrc L&o Tt chan hung Tién Gido.

- btrc Khéng Phu Tir chan hung Nho Gio.

- btrc Jesus-Christ khai Gia T6 Giéo.

Va bay gio chung ta dang & vao thoi ky phd do thir ba goi 1a Tam Ky Phd D6. Lan
thir ba 1a dé so sanh véi 1an thir nhiet va thir hai truée day. Lan thi ba ndy néi vé ba Dao
giao chinh o iPdng phuong ngudi ta khdng tim thay nhitng nhon vat trong dai giang tran
chan hung cac mbi Dao ma chi thdy su t6n sing cac chon linh.

- Quan Thé Am Bb Tat.
- Ly Théi Bach.
- Quan Thanh Dé Quan.

Nhu 13 nhitng vi dac trach tréng coi sy chan hung ciia Phat Gido, Tién gido va Nho
gido. Piéu ay tim thay trong y thuc hé cua tin do Cao Pai va cach pho dién trong nghi 18
thd phuong, con nhitng hoat dong cua cac chon linh ay thuéc pham vi béan hitu hinh nén
kho 1ong kiém chimg duoc dbi voi nhitng ké khong tin.

Pay vira ké so luoc nhitng nhan vat thuong duoc nhac dén nhiéu nhat trong hoc
thuyét Cao Dai, thé con nhirng vi gido chu cac ton gido khac trén khip hoan cau thi sao?
Xép vao ky pho do nao? Bat ky ton gido nao, nhitng hinh thirc tin ngudng di & phuong
troi goc bién nao ciing c6 nhing hién than cia Thuong Pé lam d6i twong ton sing cho
ngudi tin theo, nhu vay thi sy liét ké danh hiéu cac vi giéo chii qua ba ky phd d6 nhu vira
néu trén chi co gié tri twong trung cho khuynh huéng muén bao gém théng hop tat ca.

Su tuong trung nao lai khong chi 1a tuong d6i nén phai hiéu rang dang sau bang ke
khai hay con nhiéu dau cham bo shing hay 14 mot dau ngozc cho don nhitng sy dién vao
tiép ndi khi tri 6c tinh than nhan loai phat trién dén mac c6 thé hoi twong lai hét tat ca
nhitng danh hiéu cua céc vi gido chu hoic nhimg ngudi ¢ vao cai tu thé nhu vay trong xa
hoi ¢b kim.

Nhu vay su phan chia thanh ba ky phd d6 khong c6 tanh cach may maéc, toan hoc,
nghia 13 ctr sau nién lich nao d6 thi tuw dong xép cac vi giéo chi, cac hinh thirc tin ngudng
ton giao nho 16n vao cung mot nhom véi nhau. Trai lai, su phan chia néy c6 tinh cach rat
tong quat, mang y nghia rang lich sir nhan loai 1a mot cugc tuan huon het thinh dén suy,
suy roi lai thinh. Ctr mdi thoi ky suy doi, cac Bao gido nhu nhiing ¢d gang lam phyc sinh
tinh than cao thuong ciia con nguoi hudng vé nguon goc linh thiéng cua minh.

Tam Ky pho d6 duoc danh du bang sy xuat hién caa Pao Cao Pai khoang dau thé
Ky 20, nhung triét ly tong hop nay da xuat hién tir trudc va nhiéu noi khac, nhu ¢ Pao
Bahai tir nim1863, phong trao nghién ctru t6n gido ddi chiéu tai cac qudc gia Au My tur
dau thé ky 20 y nhu 16i xac dinh caa Pac Chi Ton.
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" Thay chua giang co ldp Dao tai nuéc Nam chd chur Than, Thanh, Tién, Phdt ding
huyén diéu ndy ma truyén Pao ciing van quéoc.” (TNHT. TG.12-11-1926).

3/-PHO PO :

Nhu vira néi trén, chir pho do c6 nghia bay ra dé cau ching sanh. Hai chir pho do
1am chung ta lién tuong dén ca mot sach lugc tuyén truyén, ki thuat quang ba dé cho mot
y thue hé di thang vao tim 6c cua dan gian, ngu tri trong tu twéng quan ching dé roi tu
tuong ay diéu khién hanh dong cua ting ca nhan va tap thé. D6 1a thai do vé cung tich
cuc nhiam doat dén cai dich tdi hau 1a do rdi nhon sanh thoat cai hién tai bat toan cua ho.
Thiét twong can dan chimg diéu quan hé cin ban trong tu tudng ngudi dé tir Cao Pai lién
quan dén su c6 mat cua ho tai thé gian nay trude khi di sdu vao nghia 1y chit Po.

Mot doan trong bai dau tién cua quyén Thanh Ngdn Hiép Tuyén ( quyén thir nhi ) c6
ghi nhu sau :

" C6i tran la chi? Khach tran 1a gi?
Sao goi la khach?

Tran 1a ci khé dé doa bdc Thanh, Tién cd lam 16i, dy 1a canh sdu dé tra xong qud
hodc vé ngoi cii, hoac tra khdng xong qua phdi mat ca chon linh la ludn hoi, nén ke bi
doa tran goi la khach tran."

Viy thi qué huong that su cta con nguoi khdng phai chi ¢ dia cau nay, noi day chi
la quén tro dé khéch Iix hanh dirng chan mét thué trén dong tan héa, mot noi dé céc dang
chon linh dén hoc héi nhiing kinh nghiém séng trong cudc séng tran tuc bén trong thi thé
cua mot pham nhan. Vy thi cai tu thé 1a cua mot nguoi khach tam ngu ché khong phai la
mot cha nhan 6ng vinh vién. Vay thi quyén tu hitu cia con ngudi d6i véi vat chat trén
mat dia cau nay 1a vo nghia, vi tinh chat vo thudng ctia nhitng cua cai vat chat ay. Moi
gia trj cuia cudc sdng duoc xay dung trén su trai dai cua cai trudng cru ma trudng cuu lai
chinh 1a cai tong hop cua nhiéu giai doan. Nham 1an gia tri caa trudng ctru Voi nhitng gia
tri doan ky cua cac giai doan 1a xuyén tac hoc thuyét Cao Pai... Chang han, 1ap luan bao
rang cudc doi caa mot nguoi ndo do co nhiéu dau kho, vay ctr dem giét phtrc y di 1a xong
chuyén. Do ciing la mot cach giai quyet van dé nhung né duoc xay dung trén bién ching,
phan lai tinh than truong ciru 12 su song cua mot ca nhan dugc tiép noi qua nhiéu thé hé
luan hoi hay it ra sau khi chét cai phan linh diéu noi mot con ngudi van con ton tai va
hoat dong. Su d roi cling phai duoc xay dung trén mot lap trudng nhu vay, ngudi s& phai
van dung tit ca moi kha ning dé lam cho nguoi tién hoa dat dén chan, thién, my trén su
trai dai cua doi song vinh cuu. Cai nhin dy khéc véi céi nhin cua nguoi cho rang hanh
phc chi c6 trén doi nay ngay trong doi sbng hién tai, va chi co trong Kiép séng cua xac
than, c6 khuynh huong qui tit ca moi gid trj cua cugc séng vao miy muoi ndm xuét hién
trén mat dat. Truong ctu & tro thanh ao tudng néu n6 khong dugc xay dung trén giai
doan va giai doan s¢ c6 tanh cach cuc doan néu no6 khong duoc xay dung trén trudng cuu
nén mdi twong quan mat thiét giira hai y thirc vé hitu han va tuyét déi 1a thé quan binh
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trong su quyet dinh céch thirc hanh dong khi pho dd chung sanh. Nha dao glao néu khong
niam dugc mbi twong quan nay hay 1a d6 tiét ché 1an nhau thuong s& phai cudn theo chiéu
gié mot cach tham thuong va thay vi gitt dugc vi tri cia moét trong tai lam quan binh doi
séng nhon sanh lai 1y sic manh caa khéi tin ngudng 1am gia toc nhitng sy va cham 1an
nhau gitra cac khuynh hudng d6i nghich trong x& hoéi. Tinh than hay 1a tu tuong tuy
chang c6 stc manh nao cu thé nhu sing dan nhung kha ning hoan cai cudc doi khong
phai 12 it, vi vay nhitng cudc xd xat ngay nay tuy mang céi vo co khi ram ro bén ngoai
nhung ky that 1a nhitng cudc xung dot tu twong phét sinh tir cac triét thuyét caa tién nhan.
Muén d6 rdi nhon sanh phai nhiam vao céi goc phat sinh nhitng mdi bat hoa trong xa hoi
nén phai giai quyét vin dé tu tuéng nhu 1a cin ban cta moi giai phap. Tu tudng s& chang
c6 gia tri gi néu n6 khdng biéu 16 ra ngoai mot cach cu thé bang hanh dong. Do rdi vi vay
mang hai ¥ nghia :

Thtr nhuiet : Hoan cai tu tudng.
Thi hai : Anh huéng dén hanh dong.

Tu twdng xay dung trén y thirc doi song truong ciru, hanh dong bi tréi budc vao
hoan canh va giai doan. Néu hai 1anh vic nay hoan toan tach roi nhau, nghia 13 nhon sanh
van y thire duoc gid tri ciia con duong thiéng liéng hang sdng nhung van hanh dong theo
thé tuc, hoan toan trai nguoC Vi tu tudng trén ddy thi ké ¢ trach nhiém trong Tam Ky da
khdng tron cau phd do.

Phé d6 1a bay ra, han nhién phai bay ra céi gi hitu hinh, hitu tuéng, céi 16p vo, céai 4o
ngoai tuc 12 cai gia vay. Két qua cudc pho do lai 1a van dé cua thé gidi noi tam, nén nguoi
di lam cong viéc truyén gido ma khong do duoc chinh minh thi chi ném dugc céi vo ché
chua hé biét dugc céi rudt. Noi rong ra nhitng gi hién co tai thé gian nay thay duoc bang
nhuc nhan, nghe dugc bang nhyc nhi lién quan dén sach lugc truyén ba giao ly chi nam
trong pham vi gia tam, n6 c6 tanh cach tuy thuoc vao moéi treong va giai doan. Nguoi
phai xay dung dugc doi sdng trudng ciru cho nhon sanh thi méi dat duoc két qua sau
cuing cua viéc pho do. Néu nhu Tam Ky chi lam duoc viéc truyén bé gido Iy ma khong
tao duoc doi séng vinh ctru cho ching sanh thi van dé dat ra la giai quyét cudc doi chua
di dén dich.

IV/- TIEU CHUAN LAP PHAP

Gio xin sang qua diém tht hai 1a quan niém vé Tam gi4o va Ngii chi trong y thirc hé
Cao Pai. Khuynh huéng tong hop néu chi thé hién trong sy lién két gitra ba mbi Pao Ion
1a Nho, Thich, Dao thi chi cd gia tri ¢ Dong Phuong ma théi. D6 1a su lua chon mét hinh
thirc néi 1én y nghia dong nguyén ton giao dé hiéu nhat ddi véi quan ching Dong phuong
va s€ trg nén kho hiéu di véi ngudi Au, My vi tu tuong cac Dao gido nay c6 phan xa la
trong doi sdng thuong nhut ciia ho. Khi ban dén danh sach céc vi Gido chu duoc nhic toi
nhiéu nhut trong céc ky pho do, toi dd nghi rang can c6 nhiéu chdm bé lung dang sau
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bang liét ké 4y, nhitng dau cham 4y 1a diéu mudn noi trong tu tudng, con cac tén da ké ra
la cai hitu han caa ngdn ngit trong kha nang dién ta. Miac du néu Ién danh hiéu Tam gio
trc 1 ba hinh thtrc ton gido dong nguyén thi su liét ké danh tanh ba vi Giao chu 1a du,
nhung & dang trudce danh hiéu d6 lai ¢6 chir Pai trong tiéng Pai Pao nén can hiéu ngon
tr Tam gido qui nguyén nhu 1a mot cach dién ta tu tudng van giao qui nguyén. Noi cach
khac khi nhin vao Thanh Tugng cua chu vi Lao Tu, Thich Ca, Khong Tu xép ngang hang
nhau trén ban tho, biéu twong 4y mudn ndi rang tat ca cac hinh thac ton gido trén hoan
cau déu c6 gia tri twong dwong véi nhau 1a do rdi chiing sanh bang mét sach lugc phd
truyén nao do6 thich hop vdi timg truong hop. Nhitng ngudi quen nhin s viée trén doi V6i
con mit nhi nguyén luén ludn so sanh, tim bgi nhirng diéu di biét dé xép loai, phan nhém
chia cach ngudi v6i ngudi s& 1y 1am thic mac tai sao Pao Cao Dai lai ngang nhién nhin
nhan rang tat ca moi hinh thirc d6 rdi nhon sanh cua cac vi Gido chu hay nhimng nguoi
lam cung cong viéc éy ma khong xung danh Gido chu déu co gia tri tuong duong voi
nhau. Chung ta ha chang biét rang c6 nhing ton gido c6 thé lyc manh hon céc ton gido
khéc co nhleu tin do hon cac ton gido khac hay sao? Va do do tai thé gian con ngudi
khong ngan ngai phé phan rang tén gi4o nay quan trong hon ton gido no hay sao? Ching
ta ha chang biét rang co rat nhiéu nguoi di vao trong tén gido va sdng mot cach thuc tinh
rang chi ¢ ho 1a chanh dao con nhing gi khac ho déu 1a mé tin di doan hay sao? Néu
ching ta tro lai loi day:

" Céc con la Thay, Thay la cac con "

" Cdc con la chw Phdt, chu Phdt la cac con”.

Thi sy so sanh hon thua kia chiang con ¥ nghia gi hét vi chang c6 su céach biét nao
nira giira ta va Jésus Christ hay Mohamed, gitra ta va Thich Ca, Khong Tir hay Lo Tir.
Tat ca nhitng con nguoi Ay chi 1a su thay hinh doi dang caa mot nguon séng ménh méng
chay dai trén dong thoi gian ma mdi nguoi déu c6 phan sy phai hoan thanh 1a thé hién sy
séng ay mot cach day dua nhat trong nhitng méi truong ma minh dang c6 mat. Tinh céch
truong ciru tim thay trong y nghia tat ca cac giao thuyét déu c6 ngudn goc tir Thuong DE,
déu co clng st mang nhu nhau 14 phd do trong ba ky xuat hién tir trudce dén gio. Tinh
cach doan Ky tréi budc vao trong giai doan va hoan canh 1a sach lugc phd truyén coa tat
ca gi4o thuyét bién thién theo thoi gian va khong gian. Mot lan nita khuynh hudng bao
gom, dung hop trong y thirc hé Cao Pai lai ma ra theo chiéu doc trén biéu tuong tho
phuong khi ching ta quan sat tir Thién Nhan trg di thdy mot sy sip bay nhu sau:

1/- Thién nhén.

2/- Anh Duc Phat Thich Ca.

3/- Anh Buc Ly Théi Bach.

4/- Anh Btic Chua Jesus Christ.

5/- Anh Ptc Khuong Thai Cong.

6/- Bay Ngai danh cho bay vi chac siac 16n nhat bén Ciru Trung Pai trong Hoi
Thanh Cao Dai.
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Téch roi Thién Nhén ra ngoai nhu mét biéu twong caa cai Iy duy nhut hay 1a I8 tuyét
dbi khong so sanh vao dau dwoc ching ta thiy con lai nim biéu twong: Phat Tién,
Thénh, Than, Nhon xép hang nbi duéi nhau di vé ly duy nhut tuong trung bang Thién
Nhin. Noi day chung ta thay nhitng sach luoc hanh dong xuat hién trén khip hoan cau rai
rac theo khap dong thoi gian ma mdi anh hay bai vi trén ban tho tuong trung cho mot
khuynh huéng. Nam lanh vuc hoat d6ng goi 1 Ngii chi Dai Dao ké tir dudi Ién trén Ia:

1/- Nhon Dao.
2/- Than Pao.
3/- Thanh Dao.
4/- Tién Dao.
5/- Phat bao.

Chit Pao trong Ngii chi niy nghia Iy thién vé con duong, cach hanh dong hon 1a
hinh thirc pho dién cua mot ton giao. Vi vay ¢ bong phuong chit nhon dao dong nghia
véi duong 16i gial quyét cac van dé nhon sinh cia Khong Tir, Manh Tur...O phuong Tay
la 16i giai quyét cua Socrate, Esope, Platon....Biéu tugng cua Nhon bao la bay cai ngai
dat & phia dudi chot ban tho theo chiéu doc tir trén Thién Nhan nhin xuéng, trong khi anh
tugng cia Puac Khong Phu T lai xép ¢ hang ngang tuong trung cho mot tén gido. Chiéu
ngang tuong trung cho nhitng hinh thic to chic tn gido co gia tri twong dong trong st
mang, kéo dai ra dén v0 tan trong y nghia va gi6i han trong sé ba ton gido Ién ¢ Pong
phuong trong cach sap bay dé néi 1én ¥ nghia d6. Nhu vay ching ta c6 thé tuong tugng
rang bén canh anh tuong cia céc vi Gido chu: Phat Thich Ca, L&o T, Khong Tu con c6
nhiing vi Giao chu khac nira ciing sip ngang hang nhu vay va mdi vi nay s& phai nhin
thang vao thé gian ma giai quyét tat ca nhirng van dé sau dy cing mat luc:

1/- Boi song ca nhan va gia dinh trong x4 hoi,

2/- Boi séng Quéc gia trong cong ddng Qudc té.

3/- Su thanh thién hoéa loai nguoi.

4/- Con nguoi va nhirng hoat dong trong c¢oi hu linh.
5/- Sy giac ngo toan thé chung sanh.

Khéng it thi nhiéu nhitng gio thuyét déu phai duong dau véi nhitng van dé néu trén va
c6 mot giai phép rd rét. Co thé mot giai phap chi tap trung nhan lec vao mot dia hat nao
d6 thoi, va bai su lién hé mat thiét giita cac dia hat, bang céch tap trung 4y né da giai
quyét toan bo van dé gom nam lanh vuc. Chang han giai phap caa Khong Tur dat trén cin
ban 10ng nhon va khi con nguoi phat trién dén tot dinh long nhon thi nguoi da dat dén
muic ¢6 nghia, 18, tri, tin, s& biét nguoi biét ta, biét qui Than, biét Troi dat. Su tu than cho
trg thanh mot nguoi hién 1a chuyén cia doi séng ca nhan, nhung ca nhan 1a mot phan ti
trong cong dong qudc gia ca nhan ciing 12 mot phan tir trong x& hoi bi chinh tri chi phdi
nén sy tu than nhin dudi goc canh khac lai 12 mot cach giai quyét van dé cai thién doi
séng cong dong quéc gia. C4 nhan ciing 1a mot phan tir trong xa hoi loai ngudi nén nhin

27



Danh hiéu va tiéu chudn ldp phap cua Dai Pao Tam Ky Phé Do

dudi mot goc canh khac nira, sy tu than cia ca nhéan cling 1a mot cach giai quyét van dé
thanh thi¢n hoa loai nguoi. Ca nhén ciing mang noi minh mot Thién ménh nén tu than
cling 1 cach giai quyét van dé doi séng con ngudi trong moi tuong quan gitra thé gioi
hiru hinh va vd hinh. Véi cai nhin bao la hon nira chung ta sé€ thay rang c& nhan con
ngudi 14 mot sanh linh nhu biét bao sanh linh khéc gidng dang & 1an 1on cing minh cho
nén chuyén tu than cling 1a cach giai quyét van dé thuc tinh toan ca van linh. Long nhan
khong chi gisi han trong méi twong quan gilra ngudi va ngudi, N6 cON Mo rong dén céc
loai sanh vat khéac. Chung ta ha chang ting nghe 16i két an nhiing ké bac dii, hanh ha tha
vat la hang nguoi vO6 nhan hay sao?

SO PO AN VI THANH TUQNG Thién nhan, Tam gido, Tam tran, Ngii chi
Trong Phap Chanh Truyén chu giai doan ndi vé quyén hanh caa Nit Pau Su Pac Chi Tén
c6 giang vé cach an vi Ngii Chi nhu sau

" Toa Thanh day mdt ngay huéng Tay tize la chdnh cung Poadi, dy la cung Pao con
bén tay trai Thay la cung Can, bén tay mat Thay la cung Khén dang 1é Thay phdi dé Bay
Cai Ngai cua phai nam bén tay trai Thay, tizc bén cung can mdi phdi, song ching né vi
thé Nhon Dao cho du Ngii Chi cho nén Thay bugc phdi dé vao Cung Pao la cung Podi
cho du so."

T6m lai, hoat dong cua mot c4 nhan con ngudi ¢6 anh hudng dén tap thé van linh,
va doi sdng cua van linh chi phdi doi séng ca nhan, ma doi séng van linh 1a mot phan cua
doi song chi linh hay néi cach khéc cai séng cia van linh 1a cach thé hién cai song cua
chi linh trong vong sac gioi, cho nén Khong  Giéo khai dau giai phap cua minh bang
su tu than nhu 13 dung cai chia khoa mé toan vong day xich gdm nhiéu mac ndi véi nhau.

C6 thé bang cach tap trung hoat dong vao mot trong nam 1anh vyc vira néu trén, cac
vi Gido chu da that su giai quyét toan bd van dé nhén sinh do tinh cach anh huong day
chuyen giira cac hoat dong cuia doi song van linh. buong 16i hoat dong cua céc vi Giéo
chu vi vay duogc xay dung trén cai truong cuu la cudc Song ctia con ngudi bat diét, nhung
lai bién thién véi thoi gian va khong gian. Vay thi Than, Thanh, Tién. Phat la céi danh
hiéu cta nguoi da thanh cong theo duong 16i tu hanh do céc vi Gido chu bay ra. N6i khac
di, boi hanh dong nhu vay nén méi cé tén nhu thé. Chiang han nguoi Van xung tung Duc
Khong 1a Thanh trong danh hiéu Khong Thanh Tién Su thi Bac Khong lai day vé Nhon
dao 1a cai 161 1am nguoi phai ra sao, phai hanh dong nhu thé nao khi lam vua, 1am quan,
lam dan cing véi nhimng dic tinh tét: Nhon, nghia, 8, tri, tin, céng,dung, ngdn, hanh....ké
chap nhan theo hoc thuyét cia Birc Khéng va thanh cdng trong cudc song theo 1oi day
niy c6 nghia 1a ké da tron cau nhon dao. Ngii chi phuc nhirt 13 nam 16i giai quyét cua tat
ca cac vi Gido chu xua nay déu hoi ngo vai nhau trong gido thuyét cua ky ba pho do la
gido thuyét Cao Dai. Tét ca giai phap ay déu nhim hudng dan con ngudi séng cho phu
hop véi cai song cua Troi dat dang dién bién khéng nging. Su tré vé ngudn hay hop
cung dai ngd hay 1a dac nhut, dugc ciu rdi hay 1a duoc tré vé cing Chua, dat dén Chon
Nhu ciing chi 14 nhitng danh tir dién ta khac nhau ¥ nghia dit minh vao trong cai song cua
Tao Héa. Nhan dinh nhu vay mai tranh khoi su nham 13n rang hoc thuyét Cao Dai c6 tinh
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cach doc ton khong thira nhan cac gido thuyét khac. Tdm lai, Xin phan biét khac nhau vé
y nghia gittaTam gido va Ngii chi nhu sau:

- Nhon dao: 12 15i séng theo thuyét caa Khdng T, Socrate, Platon, Esope....

- Than dao: 1a 16i song theo Khurong Thai Cong, nhitng nhan vat md ta trong Hy lap
Phong than, Ai Cap Phong than.

- Thanh dao: 12 16i séng theo Jesus Christ, Mohamed.

- Tién dao: 12 16i song theo Lo T, Duong Chau, Mic Dich, nhitng nhan vat goi 1a
bang mén, Thay phu, bong chang, dong cot...

- Phat dao: 1a 16i séng theo Thich Ca Mau Ni, Pythagore.

D6 khong phai 12 nam t6n gido mang danh hiéu "Ton gido Nhon" " Téon gido Than"
" Tén gido Thanh" "T6n giao Tién" " Tén gido Phat" giéng nhu ton gido Cao Dai, ton
gido Hoa Hao, ton gido Bahai..v..v.. ma 1a nam 18i giai quyét van dé nhan sinh cua nhiéu
ton giao. Nhu vay chir Phat gido trong Tam gido ( Nho, Thich, Pao) khac véi Phat dao
trong Ngii chi ( Nhon dao, Than dao, Thanh dao, Tién dao, Phat dao ) ciing gidng nhu
chiéc thuyén Béat Nha khac véi y nghia mot Bat Nha thuyén. "Thuyén Bat Nha" la mot
chiéc thuyén bang cay cham tro hinh rong dung dé ché quan tai ngudi chét di chon, con
Bét Nha thuyén lai chi méi Pao dung dé ctru vét ching sanh ra khoi bé kho dua ho vé bi
ngan. Mot dang la cai hinh twdng, mot dang la cai ndi dung. Vay thi ndi Tam gido qui
nguyén 1a y mudn tong hop tat ca hinh thirc ton gido 1am thanh mét hinh thirc duy nhut,
Ngii chi phuc nhut 1a muén thong hop tat ca noi dung cac giao thuyét lam thanh mot noi
dung duy nhit ché chang chi rang la.

Xin trich dan mét doan Thanh gi4o trong quyén Thanh Ngén Hiép Tuyén cua dao
Cao bai :

" \/on tir truedc Thcfy da lap ra Ngii chi Pai Dao la Nhon dao, Than dao, Thanh dao,
Tién dao, Phdt dgo. TUy theo phong héa cia nhon logi ma gay thanh chanh giéo, 1a vi
khi truée Can vé dac khdn, khén vé ddac duyét, thi nhon loai duy c¢é hanh dao ndi tw
phicong minh ma théi. Con nay thi nhon logi da hiép dong Can khén di tan thire thi lgi by
phan nhiéu Pao dy ma nhon logi nghich lan nhau nén Thay méi nhit dinh qui nguyén
phyuc nhat".

Xem the, thi triét Iy Cao Dai c6 mot diém noi bt dac sac la tinh chat thong hop va
thai d6 hoa hugn. Boi st mang lam noi trung gian cho tu twdng nhon loai hiép dong no
phai mé rong cira d6n nhan moi ludng tu tuéng, nghién ciu trén cin ban hiru than nghia
la c6 mot Thuong DE ludn ludn & trong tam tri 1dm hau thuan dé cho sach lugc phd
truyén duoc thich tng vai ting thoi dai. Pac Ho Phap Pham Cong Tac Chuong quan co
quan Hiép Thién Pai hay chon than cua t6n gido Cao Dai, co quan dau n&o hitu hinh phat
sinh ra tu tuéng Cao Dai qua hinh thirc co but, d@ minh xéc :

" Pao Cao Pai la mét tén gido do Lwong tdm Vi bon, ldy ca triét ly toan cau dang
lam can ban hau lam trung gian cho cdc tw twong hiép dong dang diu dat nhon sanh hoi
thién."

29



Danh hiéu va tiéu chudn ldp phap cua Dai Pao Tam Ky Phé Do

Ching ta lai hiéu riang tu twong von vé cing chiu theo thoi thé dang nang da tri thire
nhon sanh tao thoi cai thé, thi nay nhon loai d3 hiép dong, can khon di tan thic nén triét
ly 4y khdng cho phép né tu dong khung hinh tu twéng trén dong thoi gian, bai tu ban chit
n6 khong cé sy cach biét nao véi ké khac nhu 1a mot don vi ddi dau clng nhitng don vi.
Tir chdi thai do coi mo nhu vay 1a chi c6 "s6™ ma khong ¢ "dung ". C6 "s6" 13 vi dang
nam trong mét hoc thuyét t né 1a "dai" lai khdng ding tinh chat ay 1am cho né 16n ra ca
vé pham lan luong nén goi 1a thiéu "dung ". N6i cach khéac chang phai vi ¢t ¢ ngudi
nhap moén lam tin d6, chap nhan tin diéu thi tac khic c6 duoc mot Dai Pao, ma tréi lai tix
trong lanh vyc tu tudng cla nguoi theo thé hién ra cho dén bén ngoai ctr chi, hanh dong,
161 ndi, nhat nhit Chang con dau vét nao cua su phan cach, ciing khong con thay minh
I6n hon, vang bat hét tat ca nhitng thac mac phat sinh ty d6i tinh caa thé gigi nhi nguyén
méi goi 1a Pai Pao. Do 1a trang thai tinh than va phuong cach hanh dong cua nhiing bac
chon tu dduc dao du trude Kia ho di theo hinh thirc ndo cling vay.

VI/- KET LUAN

Tong hop 1a diéu trong noi tam, hoa hudn la cach biéu hién bén ngoai, ching ta
ding nham 14n noi tam véi biéu hién. Biéu hién nao ciing thiéu s6t trong khi noi tam lai
chira ddy khong thé nao dién ta hét duoc. Biét duoc khuyét diém dy cua hién tuong gisi
nén Than hoc Cao Dai vira duy 1y lai vira duy linh, sach luoc pho d6 cua Tam ky vira dya
trén phan tich va luan 1y lai vira dua trén sy truyén cam tinh than, n6i tom tat 1a truyén
than. Pac tinh nay trong Than hoc 1am sang to hon tinh chat dung hop va thai do hoa
hudn caa hoc thuyét Cao Pai khién cho nhiing ai thudng phé phan qua nhitng nhan xét vé
su biéu hién khiém khuyét cia thai do, ciia hanh dong noi nguoi tin d6 phai dat lai van dé
triét ly cua hoc thuyét Tam ky. Qui nguyén Tam gido, phuc nhtt Ngii chi khong phai 1a
su két nap 6 hop, trong d6 nhitng diém di biét dwoc ndi lién nhau bang nhitng cai méc thd
kéch go bo, khong phai 1a mot sy két nap trong 86 ¢6 nhitng di biét 1a nhitng diéu can ban
dang dyoc ban cdi va phai duoc dua 1én hang dau cua van dé. Di biét 1a nhiing biéu hién
bén ngoai vai thoi gian va khdng gian caa s dong nhit bén trong. Néi 16 hon chu truong
qui nguyén Tam giao, phuc nhat Ngii chi lam cho Pao Cao Dai tre thanh mét tdn giao
ché khong phai mot hiép hoi cua nhiéu ton gido. Trong ton gido iy ngudi theo s& thay
rang chit Nhon dao khong con la cai gi cach biét voi Thién Dao. Thién dao 12 su trai dai
trén trudng ciru, nhon dao 12 sy du phan vao céi vo tan dy. Pai Pao 13 ndi dung ma Ngii
chi 1a cach biéu hién trong vong sic gidi nén Pai Pao hay Ngii chi van 1a mot tuy rang
hoc thuyét 4y c6 dat thanh hai danh tir nhu vay.

Kiém duyét Kinh Sach Ngay 22 thang 02 Giap Dan. - ( DL. 15-03-1974)
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TAI LIEU LUU HANH NO| BO
[FOR INTERNAL CIRCULATION ONLY]

Ban dich anh ngit chwa hoan chinh, van la ban théo, cho bé khuyét chinh swa. Khi hoan
thanh, ban quyén sé ddng 1én cho Hi Thanh.

Ky niém Mua Xuan Di Lic
Nim At Mii (2015)
Khai Tam Qudch Minh Chuwong
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