DEN THANH CAO DAI DUOI MAT
NGUOI CONG GIAO

CHON SON LAM L#k
MOUNTAIN AND FOREST AREA = SON LAM

(Son 1a nui, Lam la rumg). Chén son 1dm 14 chon rung ndi. Chtr Son Lam ¢ déy ¥ noi 1a nhing biéu tugng
chimg t6 rang noi ddy co rimg 1an ¢6 nui. Thuc té thi Toa Thanh Tay Ninh trude kia 1a khu rimg Cim, khi
nguoi Phap sang d6 ho Viét Nam thi ho chiém ctr ca dat dai, song nui lam tu httu. Khi Hoi Thanh Cao-
Pai dugc linh Pirc Ly day di tim dit cat Thanh Thét thi tim dén khu ring nay va mua lai ctia ngudi Phép
tén Aspar. Toa Thanh duoc toa lac trén ving dat 96 mau do Ba Lam Huong Thanh va Ong Nguyén Ngoc
Tho xuét tién ra mua. Nguoi c6 cong bimg gbc phé rimg 1am nén cac Dén Dién va Dinh thy nguy nga nhu
ngay nay déu do ban tay khoi xuéng ctia Ptrc Thugng Pham Cao Quynh Cu. Theo ban do chi vé ciia Pirc
Ly thi hinh dang Dén Thanh c6 dang chit SON, nghia 1a nhin vao mit tién Pén Thanh hai lau chudng va
trong 1a hai nganh, hiép v6i lau Nghinh Phong Dai, thanh ra chit SON LU thir nhat. Hai nganh nay hiép
v6i 1au Bat Quai Dai thanh chir Son thi hai..va tiép tuc thi Dén Thanh nay c6 dén 7 chir Son, nén con goi
1a THAT SON. Nhu thé noi ddy 1a That Son v6 vi, d6i lai chdu Ddc 12 Thit Son hitu hinh. Lai nita noi
ddy c6 chira ra hai khu rimg nho, hai bén mt tién cua Dén tugng chir LAM. Khi ghép lai thanh chir SON
LAM.LL #k. Bén Thanh dugc cit theo kiéu vo trén Thién dinh chinh 1a Toa Bach-Ngoc-Kinh tai thé.
Canh “Son Lam* la Toa Thénh Cao bai Toa Thénh
Tay Ninh, dudi mat nguoi Cong Gido nhin ra noi Chua dén va ngu trong nguon hoi nay.
Pay mudn no6i noi Toéoa Thanh nay du ¥ nghia cia SON LAM trong tinh than dao phap cua Cao-Dai co
lién hé qua 10i tién tri cua Chua Ctu thé. Loi Ba Nit Pau su Huong Hiéu ké lai ring: Sau ngay Pén
Thanh duoc Khanh Thanh (1955) it 1au thi c6 mot vi Linh Muc nguoi Tay Phuong, c6 bang Tién si Than
hoc, biét 6 thir tiéng trén thé gidi, lai biét noi va viét ranh tleng Viét va Trung hoa, nhung Ba lai quén tén
vi Linh Muyc nay. Khi Linh myc viéng, quan sat bén ngoai 1an bén trong Dén, xong rdi Ong ra ngoai- bén
hong Dén Thanh- doan qui xudng lay vo Dén (lay va qui theo kiéu ngudi Cong gido). Co ngudi Pao thiy
vdy moi dén moi ong vao lay bén trong Dén, trudc Biru Pién méi dung qui cach Cao Dai.
Vi Linh Muc tra 16i: “Téi lay day 1a lay chd Cha ta dén. Rdi 1at nita t6i vao bén trong Dén Thanh ma lay
noi Cha ta ngu”.
Nguoi kia noi: Xin ong noi thém cho 10.
Vi Linh Muc tiép: Trong Thanh Kinh Tan udc néi Dirc Chua Jésus-Christ ¢6 tién tri “Trong 2.000 nam,
Cha ta s€ den cac nguoi mot 1an nita, chd Cha ta dén 1a SON LAM, xung quanh nhiéu CON MAT. Cac
nguoi mudn thiy Cha ta, ddu 6c cac nguoi phai minh mén va sang sudt, tim hon cac nguoi phai co long
Thanh khan va Tin ngudng hiép lai méi thdy Cha ta”. Tir lau dd c6 nhiéu nguoi di tim chd Cha ta dén, ho
Ién Hy-M&-Lap-Son, 1én non cao rimg thim ma tim khong thdy; con noi Cha ta ngu 1a mét “con vat linh
dong”, xung quanh c6 nhiéu CON MAT”. Nghi réng phai tim ra con quai vat, nén ho bo luén khong di
tim nita. Ngay nay thi t6i da tim thdy “chd Cha Ta dén” r6i. Chd Cha ta dén 1a Pén Thanh day, con noi
Cha ta ngu 13 bén trong Pén Thanh tai Qua Can Khén. Ong noi xong, ngdi xubng 1y mot cai que vach
1én dat: vira gach vira giai thich: Dén Thanh 1a mot nét dai ¢ gitra, Pong lang va Tay lang 13 nét ngén hai
bén, Hau dién la mot nét ngang sau cung lam thanh chit SON LU (Son 1a nai). Hai dam ring thién nhién
trudc Dén Thanh 14 chit LAM #& Tte nhién mdi mot chit MOC K 1a ciy twong cho mot khu rimg, hai
chit dung ngang nhau thanh chfr Lam 1a thé. Nhu vy toi di tim thay chd Cha ta dén 1a Dén Thanh, con
“bén trong la chd Cha ta ngu”. Dén Thanh néu nhin ngang giéng nhu Con Long Ma qui, nhung néu nhin
tir phia trudc nhin toi, thi thdy con Long Mé dang mua (R 1a con vat linh dong). Xung quanh c6 nhiéu
CON MAT tirc nhién 1a chung quanh Den theo nhiing 6 ctra sO ¢6 trang tri hinh Con Mit tirc 1a THIEN
NHAN THAY vay. Vi Linh Muc néi t1ep Pén Thanh 1a cai minh Con Long Ma: Hiép Thién Dai co lau
chuéng va 1au tréng cao vat 1én 13 hai cai simg cua Long Ma. Nghinh Phong Dai noi phan trén cua Ciru
Tring Dai: ¢ giita c6 Qua dia cau, trén qua Pia ciu c6 hinh Long Ma chay tir Dong sang Tdy mang Ham



An (Lac Thu- Ha Dd) ma con Long Ma mang trén lung goi 1a LONG MA PHU HA PO. Trén noc Bat
Quai-Dai c6 mot cai lau 8 goc (Bat giac). Trén néc Bat Quai Pai 1a ba vi Phat ngu tuong cai dudi cua
Long Ma. Noc Bén Thanh gia lop bing ngdi méc (ngoéi vay ca) tugng vay cia con Long Ma. Xung quanh
Dén Théanh c¢6 nhiéu Thién Nhan tirc 1a “Con vat linh dong xung quanh c¢é nhiéu Con Mit”. Pén Thanh
nhin ngang sé théy dang Long ma dang qui, ddu thap, mong cao. Néu nhin tir phia truge, nhu théy Long
Ma dang mia, miéng ha ra (déy la mot sy hinh dung, tuong tuong, chir Pén Thanh van 1a bang xi ming
va voi cat) diéu a ay ung vao cau cua Chia néi: “Cac nguoi mudn thiy Cha ta, dau ¢ cac nguoi phai minh
man va sang sudt, tim hon cac ngudi phai c6 1ong Thanh khan va Tin ngudng hiép lai moi thdy cha ta.
Dén Théanh nhin tir phia trude: Trude 1a Hiép Thién Pai ¢ 1au chudng, lau trong 13 cip simg cta Long
Ma. Bén Thanh chi c6 mot cira vao 1a miéng ctua Long Ma (khac v6i nha tho hay chua chién thi ¢6 ba cira
vao). Trén c6 bao-lon 1a ham trén cua Long ma, dudi co 5 bac thém 1a ham dudi ciia Long M c6 rau. Hai
chir NHON NGHIA trén du co hai cu Lin 13 cip mit ciia Long Ma. Pac Phéat Di-Lac ngdi trén noc
Hiép-Thién-Dai 1a cai dau con Long Ma. Vao bén trong Pén Thanh, mudn dén Bat-Quéi Dai phai qua
Hiép Thién Dai (noi Hiép-Thién-Dai c6 ngai voi That dau Xa ctiia Ho-Phap 1a Bi phap luyén Pao ctia Pao
Cao-Dai). Qua Hiép-Thién-Dai rdi, phai di 1én 9 cap ctia Ciru Trung Pai 1a Ciru pham Than Tién méi dén
Bat Quai-bai. Trong Bat-Qudi-Dai c6 Qua Can Khon, trén Qua Can Khén thd Thién Nhan, tuong trung
ngoi tho Plrc Chi-Ton, chinh 1a Ptic Chtua Cha, hay 1a Pirc Chtia Troi ma nguoi Cong Gido quan niém.
buc Thuong dé cho biét day la “Nhan thi chu Tam, Ludng quang chu té, Quang thi Thén, Théan thi Thién,
Thién gia ngd da”. Ciing c6 cau Hoang Thién hitu Than. Dirc Chi-Tén 1a Dang v hinh, thé nén dudi mét
nhiéu nha Tén giao, tuy theo suy ludn ma tao nén nhiéu biéu tuong khac nhau dé ma tho phuong, vi nhu
thd Than Mat Troi 1a ngdi Thuong dé, co noi tho bang tim vai diéu ciing ¢ y nghia Troi. Vi Linh Muc
noi tiép: Pao Cong gido, Puc Chiia Jésus Christ chi vao trai Tim cta Ngai ma noi: cac nguoi hiy tho
Luong tam cia cac nguoi, ma tho Luong tadm tirc 1a tho Puc tin, ma tho Puec tin tirc 1a tho Puc Chaa Troi
d6 vay. Pao Cao Dai 1dy CON MAT lam biéu tuong thd Luong tim. Pao Cong Gio 1ay qua tim lam biéu
tugng thd Luong tam chi 1a MOT. Nhu vy Bat-Quai-Dai trong Pén Thanh 13 noi Cha Ta ngu, khong con
chd nao khac. Vi Linh Muyc 4y giai thich xong rdi néi: Toi s& thong bao cho toan nhan loai trén Qua Pia
cau nay biét rang: T6i di tim thiy “CHO CHA TA PEN VA NOI CHA TA NGU” nhu 16i tién tri cta
Puc Chiia Jésus Christ trong Thanh Kinh Tan Udc ciia Cong gido: 1a Dén Thanh ciia Pao Cao Dai la
TOA THANH TAY NINH.

Dear all friend who is Christian, please read all this story my share. Thanks all!
Ban nao dao Thién Chua (Cong Giao thi ¢c6 gang doc hét bai viét nay nhé. Bai minh dung song
ngtlt phién dich Anh Viét. Xin cam on)

_ CAO DAI TEMPLE UNDER CHRISTIAN EYES
PEN THANH CAO PAI TRONG MAT NGUOI CONG GIAO

MOUNTAIN FOREST PLACE (San LintU#k)

Sanill is mountain, Lin #Kis Forest. San Lin [L#kis mountain Forest. San Lin [LU#fword means
to symbolisms to explain that forest and mountain are here. In reality, before Cao Dai Temple
place was forbidden forest. Before French dominated Vietnam, they occupied both land and
mountain rivers as their private properties. When Caodai Sacerdotal Council obeyed Ly-Tai-Peo
(De lee)’s teaching to find land and build a Temple, they founded to this forest and bought it
from a French named Aspar. Cao Dai Temple was built within 96 hectares from spending of



Mrs. Lam Huong Thanh and Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Tho. People who has merit in reclaiming this
forest to build the splendid Temple and Sanctuaries as we can see them nowadays is His
Holiness Thuong Pham Cao Quynh Cu. According to His Holiness Ly (De Lee)’s teaching map,
the Temple has a shape like a Sanlll word (mountain). It means that when looking at Cao Dai
facade, two towers of bell two drum are two lines combined with , it show the way got two
prong, united with Nghinh Phong Dai/Dome of Canonization to become the first San LU
(mountain) word. These two lines unite with Bat Quai DPai/Eight Diagrams of Caodaism to
become the second Sanlll (mountain) word... and continue, the Caodai Temple has 7 San LU
words. So it is called as Seven Mountains -t (7 mountain-That Son)
consequently, this place is the incorporeal Seven Sanst LU (That Son), and Chau Déc (belonging
An Giang province) is the visible Seven Mountains (That Son£1Ll). Moreover, the place also
has two areas of Small Mountain belonging two sides of the Caodai Temple and they shows the
“Forest” word. When combining together, we have “Son Lam”/Forest Mountain. The Cao Dai
Temple was built with a type like the Celestial Court/Thién Dinh as the Heaven/White Jade
Palace/Bach Ngoc Kinh on the underworld. The stature of San Lin LL#K(Forest Mountain) is the
Tay Ninh Caodai Temple. Cao Dai Tay Ninh Temple in the the Christian eye's is God coming
and staying in this period. This means that this Cao Dai Temple gets completed meaning of San
LintLi#&(Mountain Forest) in the Spiritual direction of Cao Dai related with the Christ’s
prophecy. The Female Cardinal Huong Hieu told: after Cao Dai Temple inaugurated in 1955,
and it spent a short time, there was one Western priest having the doctor certification in theology,
who could speak 6 languages, could speak Vietnamese and Chinese very well but she forgot his
name. When the priest visited Cao Dai Temple, looked inside and outside, He went outside of
Temple edge, kneeled and kowtowed the Temple (follow the Christian rites). One Caodai
disciple invited him to enter the Temple to kowtow in front of Altar as the Caodai rite, the Priest
answered: "My kowtow is the kowtow toward the position that my Father came. After that | will
enter inside to kowtow the position that my Father is seated”. The Caodai disciple said: "Could
you please explain clearly?". The priest continuously said: "in New Testament Bible, the Jesus
Christ prophesied: within 2,000 years, my Father will come to you one more time. My Father’s
coming is at San Lin LLU#K (Mountain Forest) with many surrounding Eyes. If you want see my
Father, your mind must be smart and wise, your spirit must be sincere with belief united”. “Many
people have been seeking my Father’s coming place by going to Ma Lap Son Mountain, going to
high mountains and deep forests but they could not find while my Father’s staying place is a
lively animal with many surrounding Eyes. They re-thought and imagined about monster, thus
they stopped seeking more. Nowadays, | have found my Father’s coming place already. My
Father’s coming place is this Temple and my Father’s staying place is inside of Temple at the
Heavenly Globe/Qua Can Khon”. After speaking, he sited down and used a stick to draw on
land. While he was drawing, he explained: the Cao Dai Temple is a long line in the middle ,
oriental outbuiding - occidental outbuilding/Pong Lang -Tay Lang are a short line belonging two
sides, Hau Dién/Building at the back of Temple show “San” word (mountain). Two Forests in
front of Temple show “Lin” word (Forest); it means that every Mu K represents the tree as a
forest to unite to Lin#& (Forest). So | found my Father’s coming place as the Cao Dai Temple
and internal place is my Father’s staying place”. If looking at the Temple across, it seems to be
like a Long Ma kneeling (a supernatural animal, having horse body, dragon horse). However, if
looking at the Temple by a front sight, it is like a Long Ma dancing (Clearly, it is a flexible
animal). There are many surrounding Eyes; it means there are Eyes inside windows decorated, as



the Hoy Eye of God. The priest continuously said: the Cao Dai Temple is Long Mé& body, the
Divine Alliance Palace with two high towers of drum and bell are two horns of Long Ma.
Nghinh Phong Dai/Dome of Canonization belonging to Ciru Trung Dai/Nine-Divine-Plane
Palace: at the middle, there is a Globe with a Long Ma running from East to West with a stamp
(Ha Dd-Lac Thu/Book and Map appearing on Lac and Ha Rivers). On the ridge of Octagonal
Divine Palace/Bat Quai Dai, there is a tower with 8 angles (Octagonal). On the top, three statues
of Buddha represent the Long Ma’s tail. The Temple roof is decorated by imitation tile (tile like
fish scale) to represents the Long Ma’s scales. The surrounding Holy Eyes represent a flexible
animal with many eyes. When looking at the Temple across, it seems a Long Ma kneeling with
low head, high rump. If looking at the Temple front, it seems to be the Long Ma dancing with an
open mouth (This is a picture. The Temple is made by cement, lime and sand), it is efficacious to
the Jesus Christ’s speech: “If you want see my Father, your mind must be smart and wise, your
spirit must be sincere with belief united”. The Temple is looked at the front: the Divine Alliance
Palace with two towers of Drum and Bell are two horns of Long Ma. There is one one entrance
as Long Ma’s mouth (It is different from the Pagoda or Church with 3 entrances). Below, there is
the shield/Bao Lon as the upper jaw of Long Ma. Below, there are five steps as bottom jaw of
Long M& with hair. Two words of “Charity-Justice/Nhon Nghia” with two sentences are eyes of
Long M&. The Maitreya Buddha sitting on the roof of Divine Alliance Palace is Long Ma’s head.
If wanting to go to the Octagonal Divine Palace, we must across the Divine Alliance Palace/Hiép
Thién Pai (The Divine Alliance Palace has a throne of His Holiness HO Phap with one seven-
head snake as Esoteric Caodaism). When crossing the Divine Alliance Palace, we must go on
nine steps of Ciru Trung Pai/Nine-Divine Plane Palace as Nine Grades of Genie and Immortal.
At the Octagonal Divine Palace, there is the Heavenly Globe with a Holy Eye representing the
Supreme Being throne as the God according to the Christian’s belief. The God lets us know “Eye
is Heart, Two Lights are the master, the Light is Spirit, the Spirit is the God, and the God is me”.
There is another sentence “God has Spirit”. The Supreme Being is invisible, thus under many
religions, the different symbols are used to adore due to different reasons. For example, people
adoring the Sun Genie as the God while other people adoring a piece of red cloth adore the God.
The Priest continued to say: for Catholicism, the Jesus Christ denoted His heart and said: “You
adore your conscience, adoring the conscience is to adore the belief, adoring the belief is to adore
the God. The Caodai religion uses the symbol of eye to adore the conscience and the Catholicism
used the heart to adore the conscience, both ways are One. Consequently, the Octagonal Divine
Palace in Temple is my Father’s staying place, there is not another place”. After explaining, that
Priest continuously said: “l will announce all humankind of Earth to know that: | have found my
Father’s staying-coming place as the Jesus Christ’s prophecy in New Testament Bible of
Catholicism: the Caodai religion’s Temple is the Tay Ninh Holy See”

Translated by Emily Phan and Khai Tam Quach Minh Chuong.



