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Chapter 1
How to study Caodaism

It is generally understood that thanks to spiritualism, God and other
divine beings’ revelations, which were noted down and called the divine
messages, were the foundation of Caodaism. Revelation is called mac khai in
Vietnamese. Mac - the curtain. Khai - opening. So the term means God raises a
curtain so that humans can gain fascinating insights into the magical realms, for
which they have never had enough explanations. It is those revelations that
established the religion Cao Dai, which then results in the philosophy of
Caodaism.

Carefully systematizing the points of those divine messages, you can see
the development of the philosophy of Caodaism as follows:

God'’s revelations
Noted down as Divine Messages
ReligionlCao Dai
Divine Messages systematized

!
System of thoughts established
Caodaist views of life and the universe

Compare and contrast studies

Indicating the nature of Caodaist culture

To study the philosophy of Caodaism, you need to examine:

- The Caodaist view of human life and the universe.

- Caodaist external laws and internal laws." An insight into both laws is a

must to explain Caodaist view of human life and the universe.

According to the way projects are usually done in anthropology in college, an
investigation into Caodaism includes three sections:

- Presentation of the philosophy of Caodaism.

- Methods: gaining insight into the spiritual world.

- Explanation of the way of the book.

1. The purpose

! Thé phap and bi phap are two polysemous terms. In this paragraph they mean external and internal laws. External laws affect what you can
see in the material world. Caodaist external laws aim to help humans free themselves from suffering while Caodaist internal laws help humans
avoid the permanent cycle of reincarnation.



This book is written to thoroughly explain the philosophy of Caodaism and
supplement any fundamental research on Caodaism.

Purpose 1. To thoroughly explain Caodaism

From time immemorial, religious men and philosophers have pondered
human life and death. We common people always dream of meeting a divine
being, who can tell us what those gurus and philosophers still cannot
completely explain. The first thing we need is that divine being detailed what
heaven is. Second, he tells us why we are born. Third, why we have to be born
into this world. Lastly, what will happen afterlife and where will we go then?

Of those four points, scientists and materialists deal with the second
point, human origin while philosophers and gurus worldwide provide a variety
of explanations of the third point. Despite their abundant work, they have not
fully covered the first and the last points, which are about what exists before
life and what will happen afterlife.

Something, too simple, of course, has been written by a few people on
behalf of God, the Supreme Being, for points three and four. That is why lots
of people still thirst for a full explanation from any divine beings. While
undertaking research on Caodaism, I myself was greatly satisfied to find out
those divine beings. God and other deities have explained what we still thirst
for through the medium of spiritualism. From the spiritual world, those divine
beings give humanity the enlightening and thought-provoking Chon Ly Khdi
binh?. Therefore, | aim to explain the Caodaist divine messages and sermons
in order to complete what we still lack.

Purpose 2. To supplement any fundamental research on Caodaism and
correct any politically affected “studies”.

As for a lack of research on Caodaism
DPdng Tan?, a writer, wrote:

- At the Caodaist Culture Society on November 29th, 1970, Professor
Jeremy Davidson, University of London, stated, “Besides the lengthy, complicated rituals
and the one-sided dogma, the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council never discusses philosophical topics.” Then he
asked the Caodaist Dignitaries there, “Can one define Caodaism as a religion’s philosophy?”

- At the same place on March 30th, 1971, Pastor Victor L. Oliver stated,

“Deeply examined, Caodaism seems to have an unclear basic doctrine.”
- In 1970 Pr. R.B. Smith Wrote, “7o some extent, western ignorance about Caodaism is
the responsibility of the Caodaists themselves®. "’

2 Chon I% : true; ly kEé righteousness; Khai R : opening; Dinh £ arraignment. The truth arranged and revealed by God.

3 Podng Tan, Tim hiéu triét ly Cao Dai, Cao Hién xb, Sai Gon, 1974, tr.12, 18.

* R.B.Smith, An introduction to Caodaism, Bulletin of the school of Oriental and African studies, University of London, vol. XXXII, part 2,
1970



- Most non-Vietnamese researchers’® work is based on previous studies
and covers such topics as history, organization, teachings, internal events, and
Caodaist sects, not a thorough explanation of the philosophy.

- In 2010, Huynh Ngoc Thu®wrote in his doctoral thesis (page 37): “The

already published research has chiefly mentioned the issues of history, ideology and culture, not the nature of
Caodaists’ religious activities or the detailed explanations of the rituals, the organization or the religious
system so far.”

As for the research conducted for political and beneficial reasons.
Reading the doctoral theses by Nguyén Thanh Xuén, Huynh Ngoc Thu,
Huynh Thi Phuong Trang’, knowledgeable readers can see they lack the “honest
intellectuality”” because they only write what the government permits.
It is true that God Himself founded Caodaism through the medium of
spiritualism, but Professor Huynh Ngoc Thu, Ho Chi Minh City University of

Social Sciences and Humanities, for his own benefit, has mistakenly written®:
“Caodaism was founded by the French-trained intellectuals based on Confucianism and supported by several
wealthy landowners. Those people really wanted to establish a religion that combines a variety of beliefs and
cultures of the Vietnamese southerners.” and “Caodaism is a native religion invented and founded by the
Vietnamese southerners based on the foundation of other established religions.

It is usually known that communist writers give fake information for their
benefit. For example, to explain why Caodaism expanded so quickly, Nguyén

Thanh Xuan wrote: “Seriously oppressed and exploited, some starving and poor southerners, whose
struggle against the French colonists was unsuccessful, turned to religion resolution, Caodaism. ™

According to Bang Nghiém Van, Caodaists try to find out what current
farmers think and “siow how to free themselves from the repression of everyday life. "*

What ruins the reputation of Caodaism is some people take advantage of

their Ph.D. to distort the truth for political benefit. That is why the second
purpose of the book is to restore the truth.

2. The method

In a project, a good method will lead to success. The method of the book
is based on two chief factors: document and insight into the divine world.

® Blagov, Sergei, Caodaism, Vietnamese traditionalism and its leap into modernity, Nova, New York, 2001

Oliver, Victor L., Caodai spiritism, Caodai overseas missionary, Washington D.C, 2004

Smith R.B. An introduction to caodaism, Caodai overseas missionary, Washington D.C, 2004

Werner, J. S. Peasant politics anh religious sectarianism: peasant and priest in the cao dai in viet Nam, Caodai overseas missionary,
Washington D.C, 2004 .

® Huynh Ngoc Thu, Poi séng ton gi4o cua tin dd Cao Pai trong bbi canh vin héa Nam B, 348 tr. 2010 (Doctoral Thesis in history,
Anthropology), presently a professor of Ho Chi Minh City University of Social Sciences and Humanities.

" Nguyén Thanh Xuan, Pao Cao Dai, hai khia canh lich sir va ton gido, NXB Tén Gido, Ha N¢i, 2013, (Nguyén Thanh Xuan is the deputy
he-ad of the religion department of the Vietnamese government, who directly controls Caodaism now.)

- Huynh Thi Phuong Trang, Pgo Cao Pai hién nay va anh huéng cia nd dén doi song van héa tinh than cia cong dong nguoi Viét viing
dong Nam Bg, published by Ho Chi Minh City University of Social Sciences and Humanities 2008, (doctoral thesis)

8 Huynh Ngoc Thu’s doctoral thesis, page 217.

° Huynh Ngoc Thu’s doctoral thesis, page 220.

% Nguyén Thanh Xuéan, Pao Cao Dai, hai khia canh lich sir va ton gido, NXB Ton Gido, Ha Noi, 2013, page 49.

™ Ping Nghiém Van, Budc dau tim hiéu vé dao Cao Dai, NXB Khoa hoc Xa hoi, Ha N6i. 1995



Document
The information in this book is based on the original document like the
Divine Messages.

References

- The Collection of Divine Messages.

- Collected Divine Messages.

- The Religion for Advanced Practitioners.

- Official Scriptures published by the Tay Ninh Temple.

- Sermons given by Caodaist leaders.

- The ebooks, which are carefully selected, at www.daocaodai.info and
caodaism.net.

- Lots of compared and contrasted explanations from different authors.

Difficulties with document

All Divine Messages have not been systematically arranged and often
incomprehensible because of the metaphors. | have overcome the problem by
consulting the work by Caodaist leaders or the dignitaries knowledgeable about
the doctrine. Then | categorized the Divine Messages into four sections, which
are presented in this book."

An insight into the Cao Dai esoteric practice and the divine realm

In spite of being knowledgeable and experienced, | have not gotten
enlightened yet, so I just try my best to explain God, other Divine Beings and
the Caodaist dignitaries’ explanations and systematize the Divine Messages.
In addition, | explain some Caodaist important sacraments such as Dang Tam
Biru, TAm Thanh, Hon Phbi, Phép Xac, Phép Poan Cin, etc.

It is the most difficult for me to examine how to save all souls in the
divine realm. First, I have not got enlightenment yet. Only the divine beings, the
spiritually enlightened persons and His Holiness Ho Phap, who have the Divine
Eye®, can see this. | only try to elaborate on what those divine beings have
explained. Second, the earthly language is also an obstacle. Language represents
thoughts from your senses, so it is limited. Language represents facts, not the
nature of facts. It is, however, used to teach humans by God. Average people
often pay much attention to the literal meanings of the words, so they usually
mistakenly understand what God and other divine beings said. | try to give
explanations as clear as possible. Third, I sincerely pray | would be enlightened
enough to understand the metaphors used by divine beings.

12 Such as His Holiness Ho Phap, His Holiness Cao thuong Pham, the late Hién tai Nguyn Vin Hong, etc.
¥ Offering the Three Treasures, Holy Bath, Marriage, Purification, Cutting the Earthly Ties, etc.
4 The Divine Eye is between the two human naked eyes.


http://www.daocaodai.info/
http://caodaism.net/

3. The way

In this book, based on the philosophy of Caodaism, | will try to answer
the questions commonly asked by humans such as “What is the heaven?”,
“Where do humans come from?”, What do humans live in the world for?”,
“What happens after death?”” and “What should humans achieve at last?”



Part 1
The Caodaist view of the universe

This is how Caodaism describes the formation and evolution of the
universe. The view is established to describe two viewpoints:

- The nature and outlook of the universe.

- Holiness or Selfless God.

According to the Divine Law, the mutual affecting Yin and Yang create
and change the universe in the infinite. This changing mechanism produces the
concept of Selfless God.
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Page one

Heaven

What is the invisible world?

From the invisible world, God used the psychic
pen to describe it and His explanations elaborate
on the concept: “Everything comes from the
same origin.”

The first page of this book tells about God and other Deities have
descended into the world, using the psychic pen to reveal what humans wish to
know about the universe. (Chapter 2) :

- The origin of the universe and God.
- The two-phase creation.

In chapter 3, God describes the scenery of the invisible world in two
phases:

- The pre-creation, before God exists.

-The post-creation, after God decided heaven and earth and Yin and
Yang and created living beings.
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Chapter 2

The constitution of the universe

To study Caodaism, you should begin with the origin of the universe,
which is Dao or khi Hu Vo & £, Pao is the primeval power, which creates
the universe and all living beings. Pao has developed through two phases:

1. The primeval phase called Tién Thién '° Co Ngau®’ . This is the phase

of V6 Vi'®. The universe is a dark space made of Khi Hong Méng 3 & .

2. The phase of motion called Hau Thién” Co Ngau. This is the phase
during which Bao transformed and God appeared, creating the universe.

1. The primeval phase: Tién Thién Co Ngau

As for this phase, God explains two vital points: the origin of the universe
and the power in the Pao (Hu V6 Chi Khi).

The origin of the universe

God explains that before the universe, there was Pao. Dao, which is the
origin of the universe, is He V6 Chi Khi, whose inactive form is called Pao.
bao is empty, quiet, invisible, unhearable and untouchable. It exists without
beginning and without end. It travels everywhere in the universe, exists in
everything including form and emptiness, action and non-action and Yin and
Yang. DPao is the absolute truth and the spirits of everything. Each containing
Pao which regulates and nurtures itself.

The Tién Thién Co Ngau, which means no birth and no death, came
before God. At that time, the universe, which is a dark space made of Khi Hong
Maong, was formless, borderless, soundless and dustless.

The power in the Pao

The universe then contained the Khi Hong Méng and three elements
which triggered the Dao: the Thai Cuc®, Yin and Yang. The Yin and Yang
combined, forming a mass called Linh Quang®. That the three elements

S Hu vo. Hu & empty, VO % nothing.

%6 Tién Thién (pre-creation) is everlasting.

" Thai Cuc (the Absolute) is co (odd, singly), Yin Yang are ngau (even, pair)

18/6 vi (wu wei) means “never acts yet nothing is left undone™.

% Hong #E : huge, Mdng 5 : covering, enveloping. This primeval dark gas exists, but no-one knows where it came from and when it
happened. It is also called Hu V6 chi khi, Khi V6 Vi, Khi Tién Thién, Khi Hao Nhién. Taoism calls it bao, Confucianism calls it Vo Cuc,
Buddhism calls it Chon Nhu.

2 Hau Thién (post-creation) is transient.

2 The Absolute.

2 Linh - holy; Quang - light.


https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%25E8%2599%259B
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%25E7%2584%25A1
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%25E6%25B4%25AA
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%25E5%25B9%25AA
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%25E8%2599%259B
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%25E7%2584%25A1
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%25E6%25B4%25AA
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%25E5%25B9%25AA
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appeared explains why Dao is the primeval power, which moved and created
the universe and living beings in the phase of Hau Thién Co Ngau. When the
mass of gas called Hu V? changed and transformed, God appeared.

2. The changing phase: Hdu Thién Co Ngau®*

Everything in the universe is changeable and transient. Changing creates
a new life. Pao performs the same way. Even the term Dao® suggests a
thorough inspection of its mobility in order to explain how it creates things. In
this phase, the universe is created by the operation of the Thai Cuc - Yin Yang
mechanism within the Khi Hong Méng or V6 Cuc?®.

God appeared
When the primeval power of Dao started the universe, God appeared
from Tién Thién Hu V6 Chi Khi after the mass of Linh Quang exploded.

Therefore, the important change made by Dao is the appearance of God

and the universe. “without Me, there wouldn 't have been anything in the universe and without Huw Vo Chi
Khi, | wouldn’t have existed”?’. As a result, “J myself have to act under the authority of Bgo.”

Three points are clearly made by the Divine Messages:
- bao or Hu V6 Chi Khi is the origin of God and everything in the

universe, so God says: “children, | am you and you are Me.””® and «I am the Hu Vo Chi Khi or
Pago.”

- The principle Nhat Thé or Nhat Nguyén® means everything completely
united and Nhat Nguyén comes from the active Thai Cuc

- God Himself created the universe: 7 am the one who started the universe...Only one
perispirit transformed into the universe and humanity... | opened the Bat Quai*’to create the universe, which is
called Phap®'. Phap gave birth to things and then humans existed, which is called Ting™. ”

From then on there has been an omnipotent and omniscient Thai Cuc or the

Grand Soul called God. “when there was nothing in the universe, the Khi Hur V6 gave birth to Me and
My throne called Thai Cuc. "

The constitution of the universe and things

% Nothingness.

2 The phase after Co Ngiu (the Absolute, Yin and Yang), when God created the universe and life.

% The term Pao 3& begins with two brush strokes \ ) which are Yin Yang. Then, a dash — to represent the combination of Yin Yang ~*.
That is why one transforms into two, two transforms into three, three transforms into everything then everything transforms back into one.
The term Bao symbolizes Yin Yang in both active and inactive modes. In active mode they create and in inactive mode they are invisible.
Next, the term ty [, which means self-existing, is put below, making the term tha  or highest, that is the origin of the universe. The term
Pao i# belongs to the set xuGc 7 meaning traveling around. Next to this set is the term tau i_ meaning changing or transforming.

% No ends or poles, referring to Khi Hu V6 or Hong Méng.

2" The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 1 page 32.

% The Collection of Divine Messages. Page 43

29 Oneness, monism.

% The Bagua or Pa Kua are eight symbols used in Taoist cosmology to represent the fundamental principles of reality.

3 Dharma.

% Sangha.

% The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 2 page 62.



13

The universe we humans live in is constituted by two mechanisms:
- Yin Yang mechanism.
- The Thai Cyuc and Yin Yang mechanism.

The Yin Yang mechanism

To form the universe, the two huge masses of gas Am Quang and Duong
Quang*‘cooperate and become a mechanism.

Controlled by God, this mechanism, which moves according to the Thién
Luat®, continuously change from inactive to active mode thanks to the nguyén
ly thién nhién®. The Yin Yang mechanism is both compatible and incompatible
and can create:

- The invisible world: the Thirty Six Heavens, the Twelve Heavens, the
Four Upper Grand Continents.

- The visible world: the Three Thousand Worlds, the Four Lower Grand
Continents, the Seventy Two Planets (including the 68th one, our earth).

In this phase, things in the universe are categorized into Yin or Yang,
high or low position, light or heavy things, heaven or world.

The Thai Cuc and Yin Yang mechanism produces living beings
Being alone, God cannot reproduce living beings or create the universe,
so God emits another mass of light, divides Thai Cuc into Ludong Nghi, that is

Duong Quang and Am Quang. “I divided Thai Cuc into Ludng Nghi, which transformed into T
Tuong. Tur Twong changed to Bat Qudi, which continuously transformed in order to establish the

universe.”’According to the Divine Messages, the active Thai Cuc and Yin Yang
mechanism operate in the nature of VO Cuc, following Thién Luat to reproduce

Iiving beings. “I also separated My peri-spirit into multiple pieces which became living beings like
materials, plants, insects, and animals.

The transformation of God

While creating the universe, God transforms into the assigned beings to
take proper responsibility. For example, God transforms into Barc Phat Mau® to
govern Am Quang, or Thap Nhi Thoi Than®, each of whom is in charge of a

% Am Quang (lit. Yin Light) is the primeval chaotic gas not shone by Duong Quang (lit. Yang Light). The space of Am Quang shone by
Duong Quang will sink and produce living things.

% Thién Luét - Divine Law controlled by God.

% In Yin, there is a part of Yang, so there is the magic gas (similar to the Kham in the Later Heaven Bagua) which rises. In Yang, there is a
part of Yin, so there is the fire of nothingness (similar to Ly in the Later Heaven Bagua) or Hao Nhién Khi which sinks. This mechanism
collects the khi Hu V6 (the huyén khi in Yin and hao nhién khi in Yang). Huyén khi and hao nhién khi look like two electrical lights
crossing each other, making the images of Ludng Nghi, which turn endlessly. Ludng Nghi expands continuously to create the Tt tuong
looking like a cross (-|-). Tu tugng then turns like a propeller, spreading thousands of planets which we see now.

T@ Tugng, which is called Ti Tugng Yang, is like the two electrical lights, so there is a shadow called Tt Tuong Yin. They all constitute
the Bagua. Bagua transforms endlessly and changes the Tién Thién Ngii Khi (white, black, blue, red and yellow gases) into Hau Thién Ngiti
Hanh (metal, water, wood, fire and earth). Therefore, there are five directions (east, west, south, north, center) on earth and five organs in a
human body (heart, liver, spleen, lung and kidney).

" The Collections of Divine Messages. Volume 2 page 62.

* The Collections of Divine Messages. Volume 2 page 62.

¥ God the Mother.

“ The Twelve Time Deities.
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part of the daily time. God says I am the Thap Nhi Khai Thién®., controlling the Thap Nhi Thoi
Thén.”

Thai Cuc works in active or inactive mode. In active mode, Thai Cuc
changes into Yang for fire.*’In inactive mode, Thai Cuc changes into Yin for
water.**Since nobody governs Am Quang, God transforms into Btc Phat Mau
to be the Governor. Taking orders from God, Puc Phat Mau obtains the Duong
Quang from the Thai Cuc and combining it with Am Quang to create all
physical beings in the universe.

Earthly religions

Having located heaven and earth, Yin and Yang and living beings, Dao
expresses its use which is the appearance of religions on earth. Religions help
humans understand Bao V6 Vi*. Using worldly means, religions teach humans.
In Vietnam, the use of Dao is Caodaism or the Third General Salvation.

In Caodaism, Dao is the method of religious practice to have a satisfying
life and to return to the previous heavenly statuses after death. Beginning with
eradicating earthly temptations, you will gradually gain what is called
Wuwei*®and finally Thién Nhon Hiép Nhut*. Therefore, religions are the doors
leading to the Pao VO Vi, to the Truth and to where there is no more

reincarnation. “Caodaism is the large road built by God for humanity to take in order to attain
enlightenment, becoming Divine Beings” “Pao is the way for the Deities who were exiled to the world to take
so that they can regain their previous heavenly statuses. Pqo is the way for humanity to avoid reincarnation. ™’

You can see the two important following points:

1. All materials come from Wuwei, that is the physical world comes from the
invisible world.

2. Everything and God come from the same origin that is Hu V6 Chi Khi.

Summary
Tién Thién Co Ngiu : Pao Vo Vi Hau Thién Co Ngiu : Pao Hiru Vi

1. V6 Cyc is the mass of Hu V6 Chi Khi, which contains | 3. God appears and transforms into Am Quang

Thai Cuc and Yin Yang 4, Diéu Tri Kim Mau controls Am Quang
5. Duong Quang and Am Quang transform into the universe.
2. The mass of Dai Linh Quang explodes. 6. The invisible world.

7. The physical world.
8. Religions appear.

' The Founders of the Twelve Heavens.

2 Ancient religious books call it Méc Cong (Mr Wood) because wood can start a fire.

3 Ancient religious books call it Kim Mau (Mother Metal) because metal can change to water.
“ Pao Wuwei.

* Non- action.

“ Becoming one with God.

4T The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 2 page 3.
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Chapter 3

The universe

From the Khi Hu V6" appear the Thai Cuc, which is God. God creates

the universe and describes it through Divine Messages: “I say Tam Thap Luc Thién®, Tir
Pai B Chau® are in mid-air. They are not planets. The other Thdt Thap Nh; Dia®* and Tam Thién Thé Gigi*?

are planets. The total number is 3072 szars. " In Order to reach Bach Ngoc Kinh>, you have

to: “Crossing Tam Thién Thé Gidi, you will reach Ti Dgi Bg Chéu. After Tir Dgi Bg Chau, you can enter Tam
Thdp Luc Thién. In Tam Thdp Luc Thién, you need more religious practice in more incarnations before
reaching Bach Ngoc Kinh.”

Generally speaking, the universe includes two parts: the invisible heaven
and the physical world.

1. The invisible heaven

According to the Divine Messages, from the highest position to the lowest
position, there are:
- Tam Thap Luc Thién.
- Thap Nhi Thién, 3 upper for Buddha and 9 lower for Ctru Trung Thién.
- The upper T Pai Bo Chau.

Tam Thdp Luc Thién (36 ting Troi)

Buddhist Realm

t

Cuu Trung Thién

t

Upper Tir Dgi B6 Chau.

Who can see this invisible world?

All divine beings, His Holiness Ho Phép>, the people who get
enlightenment and the peri-spirits leaving the physical bodies can see this
world.

“ Khi - gas. Hu V6 - nothingness.

36 Heavens.

% 4 Grand Continents.

51 72 Earths.

523,000 Worlds.

8 The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 1 page 45.

* The White Gem Capital, where God reigns over the universe.
% Ho Phap Pham Cong Tic, the leader of Hiép Thién Dai.
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The divine beings in heaven, for example, Bat Nwong™.

Bat Nuong describes: « The invisible world is divided into Tam Thap Luc Thién, the highest of
which is for The Lord of the universe. The physical world includes three thousand worlds, which are divided
into T#+ Dgi B Chau to govern Thdt Thap Nh; Pja.>"”

According to Bat Nuong, the invisible world is Duong Khi*®, where
Duong Quang led by Thai Cuc comes from and where Duong Quang produces
numerous souls to create heaven.™

Furthermore, B4t Nuong says: “The realm of Hu V6%, which is invisible
compared to your physical world, is visible compared to the invisible Duong

Quang.

His Holiness H Phap, who had the privilege of being granted the
Divine Eye

The priest who attains enlightenment will have Divine Eye, Divine Ears, Divine Nose and Divine
Heart, so he can see the invisible world.*"

To know what Heaven is, ordinary people like us have to learn from the Deities
like Bat Nuong or people with Divine Eyelike His Holiness Ho Phap. Only after
death can we see Heaven with our peri-spirits.

Tam Thap Luc Thién

In Tam Thap Luc Thién, Bach Ngoc Kinh is located in the highest heaven
in the middle of the universe. Thai Cuc changes to Ludng Nghi. Yang occupies
the second heaven and Yin the third heaven. They all form Ba Ngoi Troi or
Tam Thién Vi%in the middle of the universe. Below Tam Thién Vi are 33 more
heavens, each of which is governed by a Thién D&%, All Thién Bé are God’s
incarnations. The total number is 36 heavens.

Thap Nhi Thién
Below Tam Thap Luc Thién is Thap Nhj Thién®. « Below the 36 heavens is

another heaven called Niét Ban®. Then there is another nine called Czu Thién Khai H6a®%. Nine heavens and
Niet Ban make ten. That is why people usually say: nine realms for heaven and ten realms for Buddha.”

Canh Niét Ban

% The Eighth Female Buddha.
" Luat Tam Thé page 43.
 Yang.

% Luat Tam Thé page 43.

% Nothingness.

® Luat Tam Thé page 44.

2 The Trinity.

% Heavenly King.

 Twelve Heavens.

& Nirvana.

% Curu Thién - Nine heavens. Khai Hoé - Education.
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This realm is for the Buddhas, including three heavens: the tenth heaven
called Hu Vo Thién®” governed by Bic Phat Nhién Dang®, the eleventh heaven
called Hoi Nguon Thién® and the twelfth heaven called H3n Nguon Thién™
governed by buc Phat Di Lac.

Cwu Trung Thién™

Curu Trang Thién includes 9 heavenly levels: the First, the Second, the
Thanh Thién, the Huynh Thién, the Xich Thién, the Kim Thién, the Hao Nhién
Thién, the Phi Tuong Thién, and the Tao Hoa Thién’>. The First level is the
lowest and heaviest.

The three Levels for Buddha and nine heavenly levels are where
Buddhas, Immortals, and Saints regulate all activities in the universe and the
evolution of living beings.

T Pai B¢ Chau Thuong”
T Pai B6 Chau Thuong, which includes Bong Pai Bo Chau, Nam Dai
Bo6 Chau, Tay Pai B Chau, Bic Dai Bo Chau™, govern Tam Thién Thé Gioi.

2.The physical world

According to the Divine Messages, the other That Thap Nhi Pia™ and Tam
Thién Thé Gigi® are planets. The total number is 3072 stars.

t

Tam Thién Thé Gigi (3000 worlds)

AN

The lower Tir Pai Bo Chau

t

That thdp nhj Dia (72 planets)
Our earth is the 68th

God told the early Caodaists to paint 3072 planets on the Qua Can
Khon'’', which is painted azure and placed in the Bat Quai Pai.”® The Tam

7 Hu V6 - emptiness. Thién - heaven.

% Dipankara Buddha.

% Hoi - Combination, Nguon - era.

™ Hn - chaotic, Nguon - era, Thién - heaven.

™ Nine celestial planes or nine heavens.

2 First, Second, Azure, Yellow, Red, Golden, Immense, Beyond Thought and Creation Level.
™ T\ - 4, Pai - grand, B Chau - continent - Thuong - upper. According to Hién Tai Nguyén vian Hong there are two Tt Dai Bo Chau, the
Upper and the Lower, but such information cannot be found in any Divine Messages.

74 Eastern, Southern, Western and Northern Grand Continents.

> 72 Earths.

63,000 Worlds.

" The Universe Sphere.

™ The Bagua Tower, which is said to be controlled by God.
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Thién Thé Gidsi is above the That Thap Nhi Dia. The purer and lighter the
planets are the higher positions they are.

Tam Thién Thé Giéi™

These pure and light worlds for Gods, Saints, Immortals, and Buddhas
only, so they are above the That Thap Nhi Dia. According to His Holiness Cao
Thuong Pham®, Tam Thién Thé Gigi is for the people who have higher
heavenly positions and That Thap Nhi Bia is where examinations are held for
people to compete for those heavenly positions.

T& Pai Bo Chau Ha*

They are Pong Thang Than Chau, Nam Thiém Bo Chau, Tay Nguu Hoa
Chau, Bac Cu Luu Chau located in the east, south, west, and north respectively.
They are said to govern the That Thap Nhi Dia.

That Thap Nhi Dia
These planets include our earth (the 68th). The earth is governed by Nam

Thiém Bo Chau because in The Prayer to Praise the Virtues of Deities you can
read:

Long sd vong lam dam tung niém,

Xin gi@i nan Nam Thiém Bg Chau.

I quietly say my prayers
Save my Nam Thi¢m Bg Chau, please!

The first planet is the purest and lightest, so it is the highest. Below our
earth, the 68th planet, are four other planets that are in the dark, so they are
called U Minh Dia®.

From the middle of the universe, God controls both the invisible and the
visible world.

™ Each world is an earth or a planet.

8 Mr Cao Quynh Cu, one of the two assistants to the Ho Phap.

8 Tg - 4, Pai - grand, Bo Chau - continent - Ha - lower. According to Hién Tai Nguyén vin Hong there are two Tt Pai B Chau, the
Upper and the Lower, but such information cannot be found in any other Divine Messages.

8 U Minh - dark, Dia - land.
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Summary

Tam Thdp Luc Thién (36 Heavens )

t

The realm for Buddhas

AN

Curu Trung Thién

t

Upper Ti Pai B4 Chau Thuong %

Tam Thién Thé Gigi (3000 worlds)

t

Lower T« Pgi Bé Chau Hg*

AN

That thdp nhj Dia (72 planets)

8 Pong Dai Bo Chau, Nam Dai Bo Chau, Tay Dai Bo Chau, Bic Dai Bo Chau
# Pong Thing Than Chau, Nam Thiém Bo Chau, Tay Nguu Héa Chau, Bic Cau Lu Chéau
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Conclusion for page 1

On the first page, you can see what you have wished to know for a long time:
the map of the universe.

I have systematized what God has revealed to humanity: the formation and
transformation of the universe. This is also the Caodaist view of the universe.
The view is also expressed by Caodaist teachings and by the arrangement of the
offerings on God’s altar. In addition, Caodaist rituals also contribute to the
explanation of the relationship between the invisible and physical world.

The symbol of the universe on the Caodaist altar

God: the Divine Eye.

Thai Cyc or the Pai Linh Quang®, the source of the universe: the Thai Cuc
Lamp.

Ludng Nghi (Yin and Yang) in the Earlier Heaven Phase: two candles.

Luong Nghi (Yin and Yang) in the Later Heaven Phase: two cups. The cup of
water on the left represents Yang and the cup of tea on the right represents Yin.
The Tam Buu®: the flower vase (body), the cup of wine (mind) and the cup of
tea (soul).

The Tam Tai® and Ngii Khi®: the first inner row of three joss sticks symbolizes
Tam Tai. The second outer row of two joss sticks, which makes the total
number of five joss sticks that stand for Ngii Khi. These five sticks have to be
placed in a specific order. First, the middle (heaven). Then, the right (earth or
Yin). Last, the left (man or Yang). The second row is placed next.

How the view of the universe is expressed
The Caodaist cultural nature is visually emphasized during a rite. The Thai Cuc
lamp, which is permanently lit, stands for the universe eternally shone by God.
The philosophy of combined Yin Yang is expressed by:

- The ritual of lighting the joss sticks with two lit candles, one of which
on the left represents the sun or Yang and the other on the right the moon or
Yin. They are called Ludng Nghi Quang.

& The Grand Holy Mass of Light.

8 The three human treasures: body, mind and soul.
8" Three essential elements: heaven, earth and man.
% Five vital energies.
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- The two hands joined together to represent Yin Yang. “The left hand is
the sun, the right the moon, so they stand for Yin Yang. Combining, Yin Yang
starts the universe, transforming and reproducing. That is called Dao. "

- The rite of filling the cups. 80% of a cup is filled with tea, which
symbolizes eight categories of souls in the universe. 80% of the other cup is
filled with water symbolizes eight precious characteristics of the water in the Ao
Thét Buu in heaven.*

How the philosophy of Tam Tai and Tam Biu is expressed

You can see kowtowing expresses Tam Tai. Joining the two hands, a
Caodaist puts them in front of his forehead, which is the position of Heaven. Put
on the ground, the two hands are on the position of Earth and in front of his
chest is the position of Man.

The three cups of wine on the altar also represent Tam Tai. The middle is
Heaven, whose 30% of wine represents the Sun, Moon, and Stars. The cup
beside the cup of tea is Earth, whose 30% of wine represents Water, Fire, and
Wind. The cup beside the cup of water is Man, whose 30% of wine represents
Body, Mind, and Soul.

When their wine combines, it makes 90% of a cup, which represents the 9
planes of heaven. Returning to God after death, a soul has to cross these planes.

8 The Collection of Divine Messages.
% The Seven-Gem Pond, whose water is said to have eight valuable characteristics: pure, cool, sweet, gentle, slippery, peaceful, giving a
secure feeling and nutritious.
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Part 2

The Caodaist view of human life

This is a philosophical system that deals with the origin of humanity, life and
death and the significance of life.

According to Caodaism, humans, and God comes from the same source: the Khi
Hu V6%. Humans are born, evolve and return in a spiritual circle. The
beginning and the returning points are the Pai Linh Quang®. In the process,
God is considered the King, the Teacher, and the Father. That is why it is
usually thought that God is personal.

In Part 2, there is an explanation for the three main routes according to the
Caodaist view of human life.

Page 2 describes the way from heaven to earth. Combining with peri-spirits,
souls start from the Dai Linh Quang to descend into the earthly world.

Page 3 describes human life on earth. The bodies, the souls and the peri-spirits
live together, preparing to return to their former heavenly statuses.

Page 4 describes the way to ascend to heaven for the souls and the peri-spirits.

' The Nothingness.
%2 The Grand Mass of Holy Light.
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Page two
Origin
Nhan sanh ha tai?
Why do humans exist on earth?

We humans sometimes wonder where we come from and why we exist.
Through spiritualism, God has answered that man is made in the spiritual
world by combining a part of God’s soul and the peri-spirit given by God the
Mother. The soul and the peri-spirit enter a body as soon as a person is born.
God’s answer satisfies both theism and atheism because an immortal soul is
recognized to exist inside a mortal body.
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Chapter 4

Where humans come from

According to Caodaism, the man comes from God and God the Mother.
Though coming from the same origin, divine beings say, humanity is
categorized according to the source and the evolution of the souls. There are
three categories:

- Hoa Nhan - the people with the souls which have been evolving from
plants and animals to humans after the Creation.

- Nguyén Nhan * - the people with the souls coming directly from God
and sent to earth by God the Mother.

- Qui Nhan®- the people with the souls from two sources. First, from the
Hoa Nhan and Nguyén Nhan, who have violated the divine law and are
punished by being forced to work for Qui Vuong®. Second, from the Tam Thap
Luc Dong®’. These evils descend into the world in order to challenge someone
to see if he deserves a place in heaven.

In this chapter, I will cover the stages, during which Nguyén Nhon is
made.

- Stage 1: the soul, which is part of the Pai Linh Quang®or God, is
separated. Then the peri-spirit created by God the Mother begins to cover the
soul.

- Stage 2: a man is born on earth with three combined parts: the body or
Tinh, the peri-spirit or Khi and the soul or Than.

1. Chon Linh®»

All religious people believe in the soul and always wonder where the soul
comes from and how it enters and leaves the body. Through divine messages,

God explained: “I' have a Chon Linh take care of your life, each of you. That Chon Linh is unbiased and
able to communicate with the Genies, Saints, Immortals, Buddhas and the Pang Tron Lanh'® in Ngoc Hir Cung.

% Hoa - evolving, Nhan - humans.

# Nguyén - primeval, original, Nhan - humans.

% Qui - evil, satanic, Nhan - humans.

% God said: “Do you know who opposes the process of life? /¢’s Satan. He always wants to stop the process of life. /¢’s like if there is life
from Me, then there is death from Satan.». Satan kills humans with hatred: «Because of hatred, all living beings disagree with, oppose and
kill each other. That will end the world.». According to His Holiness H Phap, Satan used to be the Immortal Chief Kim Quang Siz, who was
punished by Ngoc Hu Cung for being a traitor. He became Satan since then.

7 36 Caves, which is said to be evil spirits’ realm.

% The huge mass of holy light.

 Soul - also called Chon Hon, Vong Hén, Anh Linh, Huong Hon.

1% The Super Morally Good Beings.
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What you have done, either good or bad things are noted down and presented to the Toa Phan Xét'®. That
Chon Linh, who not only protects but also instructs you, is commonly called conscience. ™%

Origin

Chon Linh or Tiéu Linh Quang®®, which is separated from the Pai Linh
Quang'of God, is granted to each person. It enters the body as soon as a
person is born to make that person alive and intelligent.
Bét Nuong'*said, “Souls are from the particles of Diong Quang™*. ”” Dwong Quang comes
from Duong Khi'®” of Ngdi Thai Cuc and makes all the souls.

His Holiness H6 Phap preached, “cChon Linh coming from Nguyén Khi creates life. Chon
Linh has limitless power granted by God. "%

Characteristics

Coming from the Tién Thién Khi'®in heaven, Chon Linh has the
following characteristics:

- Representing human immortality. Since it is separated from the Dai
Linh Quang, it is part of God. After the body dies, it either returns to the Dai
Linh Quang or incarnates on earth again.

- Coming from God, Chon Linh is not affected by the law of Am Duong,
Ngii Hanh, Bién Dich and V& Thuong™® in the physical world.

- Chon Linh is really purified, saintly, unbiased, intelligent and
enlightened, so it is called Thién Lwong™. It can attain what the human six
senses cannot.™

- Chon Linh is able to communicate with all Deities. Thanks to Chon
Linh, Caodaist priests could communicate with Divine Beings via spiritualism
in Hiép Thién Dai to found Caodaism.

Mission ‘
Chon Linh is covered by Chon Than and responsible for morally guiding
people on earth and after death.

On earth .
Taking advantage of the body, Chon Linh and Chon Than practice
religion on earth. The practice is considered the same way as taking an

1% The Judgement Court.

192 The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 2 page 66.

1% The Junior Holy Light (lit)

1% The grand mass of holy light or The Senior Holy Light.

% The Eighth Female Buddha.

1% yang light (lit)

7 Yang Qi, Yang energy.

1% According to His Holiness Ho Phap, Chon Linh only enters a newly born baby.

1% Tjién Thién - Earlier Heaven. Khi - energy or gas.

10 Am Duong - Yin Yang. Ngii Hanh - Five Elements. Bién Dich - change. V6 Thudng - Mortality.
™ Thién : God, Luong : Goodness. The innate conscience.

2 Divine Messages: “The conscience is the best part God grants humans. It enters the physical body, making humanity intelligent, able to
know what is right or wrong, able to worry...
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examination held by God in the Third General Salvation. Their responsibilities
are:

Guiding Chon Than ‘
Chon Linh controls Chon Than, which takes command and directs the

body. His Holiness Cao Thugng Pham said, “ If unable to control the body s earthly desires,
Chon Linh will be admonished and become a failure in the C8i Thiéng Liéng Hang Song.**”

Archiving
Good or bad behaviors in life are all recorded by Chon Linh. That archive
will result in either a good or bad life in the next incarnation.

Instructing the body
““ Being so saintly, Chon Linh not only protects but also teaches you, children.”**Chon Linh,
however, only controls the body via a go-between, the Chon Than.

Mission after death ‘
On the way back to heaven, Chon Linh instructs Chon Than to purify
itself so that it can pass the heavenly planes.

2. Chon Than=

116

In Am Quang Tién Thién'®, there is already Nguon chat'’ Jo/E in the
118:

Kim Bon**“in Diéu Tri Cung to create Chon Than. Nguon Chét is composed of :
Nguwon Tinh (Nguon Chit am)™® and Ngwon Khi or Khi Sanh Quang (Nguon
Khi duong)'?°.

Luwdng Nghi phan khi Hu V0,
Diéu Tri Kim Mau nung 10 ha sanh.
Am duong bien tao Chon Than,

Lo cho nhon vt vé phan hitu vit?.

Ludng Nghi*? separated the Khi Hir Vo2,
Diéu Tri Kim Mdu*** operates the divine kiln.
Am Duong'® are combined to create Chon Than'%,
That is the physical part of a human.

3 The Eternal Life or heaven.

4 The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 2 page 64.

15 Also Than Hon, Linh Than, Chon Than, Phap Thén, Phach, cai Via, Tudng Tinh, Hao quang.

16 Am Quang - Yin Light. Tién Thién - Earlier Heaven, before the Creation.

1" Ngwon (nguyén): primeval, origin; Chit: materials. According to Caodaism, the two ngwon chét from which the universe was created are
Am guang and Duong quang

18 Kim - Gold. Bén - vessel, container.

119 Nguon Tinh or Nguon Chét Am - Primeval Tinh or Primeval Yin.

120 Nguon Khi or Khi Sanh Quang or Nguon Khi duong - Primeval Khi or Khi Sanh Quang or Primeval Khi Yang.
2L Kinh tan tung Cong B Diéu Tri Kim Mau

22 The two forms Yin and Yang.

25 The gas of nothingness.

124 God the Mother.

% Yin Yang.

1% peri-spirit.
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Puc Phat Mau uses Nguon Chit to make Chon Than, so Chon Than is an
invisible eternal form, which is always changing depending on the moral or
immoral actions in each incarnation.

The divine tool

The divine tool is placed in Diéu Tri Cung run by Bac Phat Mau in the
Ninth Heaven called Tao Hoa Thién. It is the Kim Bén, the golden vessel,
which contains the primeval material to create Chon Than.

Noi Kim Bén van van nguon chat,
Tgo hinh hai cac bdc Nguyén Nhan'?'.
In Kim Bén, there is a huge amount of primeval material
To create the forms for the Nguyén Nhan.?

The mechanism
From the Pai Linh Quang, God releases the Tiéu Linh Quang or souls.
bic Phat Mau obtains those souls and covers them with the Chon Than she
makes from the primeval materials in Diéu Tri Cung. The results are divine
beings.
Sanh quang duéng duc quan nhi,
Chon Linh phdi nhirt than vi Thanh hinh'%,

God the Mother gives birth to your children,
By combining Chon Linh and Chon Thén to make a divine being."®

Therefore, God is the Father, who grants humans souls. Baic Phat Mau is
the Mother, who grants humans the peri-spirits. We humans have the same
Divine Parents besides our own parents.

Incarnation
As soon as a person is born on earth, the divine beings composed of Chon
Linh and Chon Than enter the body. From then on the person has enough three

parts.
Dai Tir Phy tir bi tao héa,
Twong manh than gidng ca can khon.
Ven toan dii Xac du hon.
God the Father is a mercy to create
humans, who represent the universe
And who have both bodies and souls

Mission
On earth, Chon Than, which is also called the Second Body™", mainly
acts as a go-between for the body and the soul. Its role is like the Hiép Thién

131

27 Kinh & Ciru Ciru.
128 Kinh B¢ Ciru Ctru.
129 phat Mau Chon Kinh
30 phat Mau Chon Kinh.
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Pai’s'*? in the Holy See. Chon Than takes orders from Chon Linh and instructs
the body in daily life.

Incarnation

Thanks to Chon Linh’s directions, Chon Than can gradually control its
cruelty. If failing to fulfill its responsibilities, that is satisfying the body’s
immoral desires, Chon Than becomes corrupted and has to reincarnate to
compensate for those immoral actions.

Before reincarnation, the Buddhas in the Tao Hoa Thién**renew the
Chon Than by eradicating all the old memories. The new Chon Than,
therefore, forget all previous experiences in the next incarnation.

3. Physical Body

The human physical body is created by the combination of sperms and
eggs. It is like the temporary house for Chon Than and Chon Linh to learn and
morally improve themselves.

Composition

Like the universe, a human is born by the combination of two power Yin
and Yang. Through sexual intercourse, a sperm from a husband meets an egg
from a wife then an embryo is created and develops into a baby.
Inside the womb, the unborn baby receives the Chon Linh and Chon Than,
forming a human with three basic parts: Tinh, Khi, and Than.

A mass of numerous living things

“A human body is made of numerous living things. Those living things are connected with each other.
They live on other living things like vegetables, fruits, and rice. The food eaten changes into khi**, which
changes into huyét'®®. They then can create another human body. Thus the cycle of birth and death keeps going

A
on forever.

The transformation of vo vi*¥’

1 The First Body - the physical body. The Second Body - the mind. The Third Body - the soul.
32 Higp Thién Dai - one of the three main organizations of Caodaism, which is in charge of the Caodaist Law.
35 The Creation Heaven or the Ninth Heaven.

37 Wuwei - non action (lit)
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The body is formed by the combination of ngii hanh**®*and Yin Yang,

operated by Khi Hu V6. The body is only a temporary means. Each human is
composed of three parts: the physical body and the invisible part, which
includes Chon Linh and Chon Than.

The role

For Caodaists, life on earth is only a temporary means to prepare for
eternal life in heaven. The body is made of materials, so it is like a motel for a
traveler to rest in the evolutionary process.

Toi nay & tro tran gian,
Trdm ndm Vé chon xa xdm cudi troi.
| am now staying in the world
And will go far far away after death.

According to Caodaism, the body is only a lodge for the Chon Linh and Chon
Than to practice religion, learning and morally improving themselves for the
self-liberation of the Chon Than. Hence, you need the body for esoteric

practice®.

Characteristics
The body, which is made from materials, is a living being with five
senses and emotions, so its basic activities are like an animal’s. “A human is basically

an animal. "***

The body is always badly influenced by the surroundings. If not being
properly controlled, it is willing to satisfy its worldly desires. That way the
Chon Than will be contaminated and have to reincarnate forever. That is why a
religious person must always take orders from the Chon Linh to control the
body.

Since the Chon Linh and Chon Than enter the body, they begin the
process of morally improving themselves in order to return to God. Being either
a Hoa Nhan'* or a Nguyén Nhan'*, they live the same way on earth.

%8 Wu xing - five elements.

39 Nothingness.

0 God said: « Children, My Pgo is formless. But it still needs to combine with materials (soul and body). You should not choose the form
and discard the formlessness. You should not choose the formlessness and discard the form either. They both should go together. For
example, for food you eat the grain and eliminate the husks, but you need the husks for agriculture to have more rice. Practicing religion is
the same way. For the soul to have a higher divine status, you need the body. ”

1 The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 1.

42 A person with the soul that has evolved from an animal to a human after the Creation.

143 A person with the soul that came directly from God.
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Summary

God
‘\.

1. Releases a Chon Linh or a Tiéu Linh Quang
From the Dgi Linh Quang

PS

2. Pric Diéu tri Kim Mdu creates a
Chon Than to cover the Chon Linh

£

3. Descending to the world

P

4. Chon Linh and Chon Than enter a body
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Chapter 5

Evolution

In the universe, souls have to evolve in a circle according to the divine
law. Beginning from the DPai Linh Quang, souls ascend to the world for
incarnation then return to the Pai Linh Quang.

On earth, people with the souls directly coming from God are called
Nguyén Nhan. They try to gain higher heavenly status by teaching others,
especially the Hod Nhan. As for the Hoa Nhan, they try to learn from the
Nguyén Nhan to also gain a heavenly status after death.

1. The evolution of the H6éa Nhan

According to Caodaism, the people, whose souls have evolved from
materials— plants— animals— humans after the Creation, are called the Hoa
Nhan'*. Traditionally, the term “root and top” is used to explain this type of
evolution. Root or the head controls the body and top is the results. Look at
plants and animals.

- Plants: the head is underground (more Yin), so plants are not intelligent.

- Animals: the head is at the same level with the root, (at the border of
Yin and Yang) so they are more intelligent than plants.

- Humans: the head is high up (more Yang), so they are the most
intelligent.

The Hoa Nhan have enough three kinds of souls (Sanh Hén, Giac Hon,
and Linh Hon'*). At each of evolution levels, the living beings receive the
appropriate souls from God. Plants receive Sanh Hén, animals Giac Hon and
humans Sanh Hon, Giac Hon, and Linh Hon.

Human soul

t

Animal soul

AN

Plant soul

t

Rock soul

44 According to His Holiness Thugng Phém, after Ludng Nghi changes into Bat Quai, materials are created then evolve until they become
humans called Hoa Nhan, so their Chon Than are still materialistic.
5 Living Soul, Conscious Soul and Holy Soul (lit).
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Pbuc Phat Mau combines the Khi Am Quang and Khi Duong Quang to
create living beings including Nguyén Nhan and Hoa Nhan. Then all of the
eight categories'* of living beings are sent to the earth for incarnation.

Can khdn san xudt hizu hinh
Bat hon vén chuyén héa thanh ching san
God the Mother creates all physical things
And sends eight categories of souls to the earth.**®

h147

Being created by Buc Phat Mau, the Hoa Nhan receive the Chon Linh
from God to enter the Truong Thi Coéng Qua'®. Through numerous
incarnations, they evolve from humans— Deities— Saints— Immortals—
Buddhas. If they practice religion well enough, they also attain high heavenly

statuses like the Nguyén Nhan. God said, “Either a Nguyén Nhan or a Hoa Nhan'’s life is the
result of what that person has done in former incarnations. ”

Unlike Darwin’s Theory of Evolution, the Caodaist Law of Evolution
deals with both the human body and soul.

Vong xay chuyén vong hén tdn héa,
Nuong xé4c than hiép nga Can Khon',

All souls have to borrow bodies
To evolve until they unite with God

2. The evolution of the Nguyén Nhan

Having been born in the world, Nguyén Nhéan evolves by practicing
religion in many incarnations to attain the positions of Deities, Saints,
Immortals, and Buddhas. God said, “Chiidren, you have to reincarnate lots of times to attain your

highest level in Niét Ban**, 52

Becoming a Buddha, the soul still keeps on practicing religion in heaven
until he reaches the final destination, which is God’s Soul*,

Buddha soul

L

Immortal soul

t

Saint soul

L

Human soul (both Nguyén Nhan and Héa Nhan)

5 Rock, plants, animals, humans, Deities, Saints, Immortals and Buddhas.
7 Phat Mau Chon Kinh

1% Phat Mau Chon Kinh.

9 The Virtue Competition.

50 Kinh Giai Oan

51 Nirvana.

52 The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 1 page 57.

155 Also, Thién Hén, Thai Cuc, Pai Linh Quang.
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On the process of evolution, a Nguyén Nhan or a Hoa Nhan can either
skip some levels if he/she is extremely successful or go backward to incarnate
as an animal if he/she commits a crime. In the Third Salvation, a person can
achieve enlightenment in only one incarnation.

3. Descending to earth

The Nguyén Nhén, who is usually called the world’s visitors, incarnate
for the following reasons to:

- Practice religion for higher heavenly statuses.

-Teach Hoé& Nhan.

- Make up for bad deeds in former incarnations.

- Save people as assigned by God.™

Practicing religion for higher heavenly statuses

The Nguyén Nhan incarnate in the world, where God holds the Virtue
Comepetition, to share unhappiness and to serve people for their own higher
positions in heaven.

Teaching the hoa nhan

Since the Hoa Nhan is still stupid, cruel and uncivilized, Puc Phat Mau
took orders from God, sending 10,000,000 Nguyén Nhén to teach them. Those
Nguyén Nhan, whose souls coming directly from God, have divine positions
already. Their teaching will contribute to their attaining higher positions. They
will return to God after finishing their missions.

Bad karma

At first, the Nguyén Nhan, who incarnated in the world, were moral and
intelligent. They, however, were gradually so contaminated by worldly
temptations that they forgot their assignments. They even committed a crime, so
they had to reincarnate for compensation.

In addition, Satan also tempted them into doing the wrong things. As a
result, they lost the Van Ctru Nang™® given by Phat Mau. They then could not
go back to heaven.

54 His Holiness Ho Phap said there are five categories of world’s visitors:
- The debtors.

- The creditors.

- The students.

- The travelers.

The heavenly assigned persons.

Van ciru nang (nang 2 : a bag) a bag that contains 9,000,000 things. According to Khai Phap Tran Duy Nghia, when the Nguyén Nhan
descended into the world, Brc Diéu Tri Kim MAau gave one to each of them, saying that they would not be able to come back if they lost

155


https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%2525E5%25259B%25258A
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Feeling great compassion towards them, God found Three Periods of
Salvations to save them. Caodaism is the Third One.

Saving people as assigned by God

In addition to the high moral souls who incarnated in the world to save
humanity like the Buddha, Jesus Christ, Laozi, etc. other Saints or Immortals
are assigned to the earth.*®

According to Caodaism, lots of its dignitaries were divine beings who
were assigned to earth by God. For example, His Holiness H6 Phap Pham Cdng
Tac is Vi Ho’s™ incarnation. In Bao An Buong Kiém Bién'*® Sep 19th, 1956
Thanh Son Dao Si said: “Yes, you incarnated in Vi (Hg) family and now in Phgm (Cong Tec)
family...

Pau Su Thai Tho Thanh is Tir Hang Bd Tat’s™ incarnation. On Jan 11th,
1927 GQd told hlm, “You are Quan Am s incarnation.”
bau Su L&m Huong Thanh is Long N@’s incarnation.

even one thing. At the same time Satan descended with his five evils, who transformed into money, beautiful women, wine, anger, and
opium to tempt them.

16 July 30th 1923 in Miéu Nbi, Tao Quéc Cyu said, “You are so lucky to live when Caodaism is founded because lots of divine beings
came here to save people.”

%7 A Saint in Chinese mythology.

%6 A Caodaist Temple in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

%9 Tir Hang Bb Tat or Quan Am - Guan Yin.



36

Page three
The world

Where do you live?
Why do you live here?

Where do you live? According to Caodaism, life on earth is temporary. Your body is
just a motel for Chom Than and Chon Linh to learn and improve themselves in the Third
Salvation.

Why do you live here? According to Caodaism, your mission is to fulfill your human
responsibilities and to practice religion for your returning to God.


http://www.hanviet.org/hv_timtukep.php?wordid=168323
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Chapter 6

Fulfilling your responsibilities

A Caodaist believer begins with the process of fulfilling his/her
responsibilities. This is the first of the Five Levels: Nhon DPao, Than Pao,
Thanh Pao, Tién DPao, and Phat Pao. This is mandatory for all humans to
complete this first.

In the Third Amnesty, from October 15th, 1926 to the Long Hoa
Competition®held by Di Lac Vwong Phat'®, people can fulfill their
responsibilities by:

- Practicing Caodaism as a member of Ctru Tring Pai'®.

- Practicing Caodaism as a member of Phuéc Thién'®,

Having finished this stage, a Caodaist believer can do the esoteric
practice of Caodaism. In this phase, the believer mainly purifies his/her Chon
Than'®by eliminating the Khi Hau Thién'® or his/her seven emotion® and six

desires'®’.

1. Why you have to practice religion now?

According to Caodaism, the earth or the 68 planets has experienced two
nguon'®:

- Thuong nguwon'™ also called Nguon Tao Hoa'™. The First General
Salvation was held by the Ancient Buddha, Hong Quan Ldo T6'"! and Vin
Tuyén Bé Quan.

- Trung nguon'"%also called Nguon Tién Hoa'". The Second General
Salvation was held by the Buddha, Jesus Christ, Laozi, Confucius, Jiang Shang.

Presently, it is Ha Nguwon'"*also called Nguon Bao Tén'". God has held
the Third General Salvation in Vietnam for all souls to enter the first nguon of

the next Chuyén®’® when everyone and everything becomes ethical again.

172

10" | ong - dragon. Hoa - flower. This is the same as Judgement Day.

161 Maitreya Buddha.

162 The Nine-Level Tower (lit) the Caodaist Executive Organization.

163 The Caodaist Charity Organization.

164 peri-spirit.

%5 The energy of Later Heaven.

%66 Joy, anger, love, hatred, sorrow, satisfaction and desire.

7 The desires to satisfy your eyes, ears, nose, tongue, mind and body.

168 A length of time which is used in Caodaism. According to His Holiness Ho Phap, it is equivalent to 12,000 years.
%9 The First Cycle.

0 The Cycle of Creation.

™ Another name for God by Taoism.

2 The Mid Cycle.

3 The Cycle of Progress.

74 The Last Cycle.

5 The Cycle of Reservation.

175 A length of time used by Caodaism. A chuyén includes three ngwon or 36,000 years.
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The three Ngwon in the Third Chuyén in the 68th planet

Nguon Humans Society Salvation Time
The First General
Thuwgng Nguon Moral Peaceful Salvation
Kind Harmonious Past
The Second General
Rather immoral Unfair Salvation
Trung Nguwon Rather warlike War Past
Very aggressive Destructive The Third General
Ha Nguon Cunning Deadly Salvation
Present
Ngwon Thanh DPic | Moral again
Kind again Future

2. Practicing religion in Céru Trung Dai

The believers who join Cuu Trung Dai become Caodaist dignitaries. They
do religious work to both serve people and earn a higher heavenly status. Being
Caodaist dignitaries, they, as well as all Caodaist believers, have to perform the
Tam Lap*"": Lap Céng, Lap Buc, and Lap Ngon.'”®That way is called taking the
way of the Ctru Thién Khai Hoa'"°to earn the heavenly positions of Bja Than,
Nhon Than, Thién Than, Dia Thanh, Nhon Thanh, Thién thanh, bia Tién, Nhon
Tién, Thién Tién.'®

Lap Ngon

They should preach Caodaism to others, preferably through the media.

Lap Cong

Y7 Three good deeds.

78 Practicing Caodaism, doing charity work and preaching.
9 Cru Thién - nine heavens. Khai Hoé - teaching, educating.
80 Earth Deity, Human Deity, Heaven Deity, Earth Saint, Human Saint, Heaven Saint, Earth Immortal, Human Immortal and Heaven

Immortal.
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They should fulfill their religious responsibilities. For example, they
should do any assigned religious work in their local Caodaist temples, one of
which is they should perform the daily four rites (at noon, at midnight, at 6 am
and at 6 pm).

In addition, being Caodaist dignitaries, they have to take care of other
believers in their assigned village or town, helping them in their religious and
social life.

As mentioned before, God has held a Truong Thi Cong Qua'®!, which is
Caodaism, in these 68 planets for the Third Amnesty. To earn the positions of
Deities, Saints, Immortals, and Buddhas, everyone must do as much religious
work as they can.'®In this competition, the Chairman of the examiners’ board is
Puc Di Lac Vuong Phat'™®. Interestingly, one of the divine examiners is Ma
Vuong™, who is in charge of challenging the candidates for the divine
positions in Heaven.

V6 ma khao bt thanh Bai Dgo,
Dao bat khao bat thanh Phat.
Without Sazan’s challenges, you cannot get enlightenment.
Religious challenges are a must for those who want to become Buddhas.

« Children, you should know that you cannot get enlightenment until you do enough religious work and fulfill
your personal responsibilities. Thus, preaching to others is the only way for you to get enlightenment. There are
numerous ways to do so, just take the suitable one, so you may achieve the highest level for less religious
work. "%

Lap buc

They should do charity work by making donations. In Caodaism, there is
an organization called Hoi Thanh Phudc Thién'®, where believers can do
charity work, climbing the Thap Nhi Bang Cap Thiéng Liéng*®'hierarchy.

4. Practicing religion in Co Quan Phwéc Thién
In addition to Ctru Trung Dai, any Caodaist believers can do charity work

by joining the Co Quan Phudc Thién, which has a hierarchy called Thap Nhi
bang Cap Thiéng Liéng. In this hierarchy, there are twelve ranks including

81 The Religious Work Competition.

82 «To earn the positions of Deity, Saints, Immortals and Buddhas doing religious work is a must.” The Collection of Divine Messages.
Volume 1 and 2.

185 Maitreya Buddha.

184 Also Qui Vuong, Chda Qui, Kim Quang St - Satan.

8 The Collection of Divine Messages.

18 Hi Thanh - The Sacerdotal Council. Phudc Thién - Charity.

187 The Twelve Divine Ranks.
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Minh Buc, Tan Dan, ‘Thinh Thién, Hanh Thién, Gido Thién, Chi Thién, Pao
Nhon, Chon Nhon, Hién Nhon, Thanh Nhon, Tién T, Phat Tu.*®

This organization is responsible for “easing people’s suffering by feeding them,
especially the disabled and the underprivileged™®. ItS purpose is expressed through the
couplets:

e 1 R A B R A B 55D
ERRH T+ RS T A
Phudc diic Thién ban van vat chiing sanh ly khé kiép,

Thién duyén dia trit thap phuwong chu Phat hiép nguyén nhan'*.

TRTEE DYRE A S A
TR E ML B R R

Phudc dirc tu tam lac dao hoa nhon tam dia loi,
Thién tir dinh tanh an ban hi¢p ching thitc Thién thoi

In short, to earn a divine position in heaven, you have to practice religion
and fulfilling your personal responsibilities is a prerequisite.
« Though being a Dqi La Thién Peé incarnating on earth, you still find it hard to

return to your heavenly status unless you practice religion.
Rang ¢ doi thi Nhon dao tron,
Tron réi, Thién dgo méi hoan toan.
Only when you have already fulfilled your personal responsibilities
Can you practice esotericism successfully?

4. Caodaist Esoteric Practice

According to His Holiness Ho Phap, you can enter the Tinh That'**for
esoteric practice after completing your duty in Ctru Trung Pai or Phudc Thién.
This practice is called hiép Tam Buu.***For those who find this kind of practice
uncomfortable or too difficult, however, they can safely earn a divine status in

.
&
8

. Minh B¢ - Virtuous Person.

. Tan Dan - New Person.

. Thinh Thién - Ethic Learner.

Hanh Thién - Ethic Practitioners.

. Gido Thién - Ethic Teacher.

. Chi Thién - Really Ethical Person.

. Pao Nhon - Religious Person.

. Chon Nhon - Enlightened Person.

. Hién Nhon - Sage.

10.Thanh Nhon - Saint.

11.Tién Tt - Immortal.

12.Phat Tt - Buddha.

18 Divine message by His Holiness Cao Thugng Phim.

%God grants divine favor to all living beings so that they can be freed from suffering.

Earth gives good opportunities, all the Buddhas help collect the Nguyén Nhan.

191 practicing religion by making donations, being satisfied and getting along well with people are seeking the favorable terrain. Being
religious for good karma, living a poor life happily and uniting with others are following God’s will.
%2 The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 1.

15 Meditation House.

1% Combination of the Three Treasures.

O©CONOU A WNE
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heaven by practicing in Citu Trung Dai or Phudc Thién because of God’s great
favor in the Third Salvation.
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Chapter 7

Tinh converted into Khi

The Caodaist esoteric practice includes three steps: Tinh converted into
Khi, Khi converted into Than and Than returning to Hu.'*In the first step, the
esoteric practitioner chooses what food to eat in order to:

- Purify his Tinh;

- Convert Tinh to Chon Khi, which nourishes the Chon Than.

1. Tinh, Chon Khi, Chon Than

Tinh is the essence created from food by the human body. In a human

body, there is the process of changing from the Tinh to the Hau Thién Chon

Khi*®®, which cover and nourish the Tién Thién Chon Than®®’.

A Caodaist esoteric practitioner chooses to have a completely vegetarian
diet to have pure Tinh because the pure Tinh will change to pure Chon Khi.

Tinh

At first, the human digestive organs make the Chon Tinh from the food
eaten. Then Chon Tinh is transferred to nourish, repair and maintain other
organs. Besides, it is also burned by the Hoa Tinh and converted to Chon Khi.
“Hoa Tinh is the heat from Dwong Quang, which converts Chon Tinh to Chon Khi*Chon Khi
combines with Chon Than to make the Bé Nhi Xac Than'®®. Therefore, the
impure Tinh can contaminate the Chon Than. For example, drinking lots of
alcohol, you will get drunk, so you are not conscious enough or your Chon
Than is contaminated. That is why an esoteric practitioner has to practice full
vegetarianism.

Chon Khi
Chon Khi, along with the Chon Than and blood, travels all over the body.

Therefore, it becomes:
- The intermediary between your Chon Than and Chon Linh?®;

% Tinh Khi Thén - body, mind, soul.

1% Hau Thién - Later Heaven. Chon Khi - energy.

197 Tién Thién - Earlier Heaven. Chon Thén - peri- spirit.

1% 1 uat Tam Thé. Page 27.

% The second body - the peri-spirit. (The first body is the physical one and the third body is the soul.)
20 [ uat Tam Thé. Page 19.
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- The ties for binding your Chon Than to your body, which is called “bay
day oan nghiét® or that phach?®. It is via these seven ties that your body
requests your Chon Than to satisfy its worldly desires. If the Chon Than agrees,
it might commit some moral crime. These ties themselves are the ones that
prevent a person’s Chon Than from leaving his body after he dies.

Chon Khi can be seen by the person who has Divine Eyes as a bright aura
(for the Saints), pink aura (for good people) and purple aura (for bad people).
You yourself can also realize whether you have enough Chon Khi or not. You
will feel sick, weaken and jittery like when you are too hungry or captive.
Having eaten, you will feel alright because now you have enough Chon Khi.

Chon Than

Chon Than is covered and nourished by Chon Khi, so it is impure if the
food provided is contaminated. To meet God, your Chon Than has to be
absolutely pure. “Such a Chon Thén can come to Me"*®. Besides, it will not be struck and
destroyed by lightning while entering the universe?®. On the other hand, an
impure one has to reincarnate. Again, vegetarianism is a must for those who
want to have an absolutely pure Chon Than.

2. Vegetarianism=s

Vegetarian food for Caodaist believers should include vegetables, grains,
and fruits. It helps Caodaists:

- Follow the first precept “Do not kill”;

- Change Hau Thién to Tién Thién;

- Can ascend easily;

- Avoid bad karma and reincarnation.

Also, meat from animals can contain fear, hatred, unhappiness, cruelty,
and anger when they are killed. Eating it, you will have the same bad emotions.
Besides, animal meat results in sickness such as stomach ulcers, hypertension,
heart disease, etc. In reality, vegetarians are usually kinder than meat-eaters.

Following the precepts

21 The ties that are the results from the bad karma from previous lives.

%2 The seven invisible ties made of Chon Khi.

2% The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 1 page 6.

24 Chon Than, which is still material, has to enter the Khi Tién Thién, where there is always electricity. It should be absolutely pure so that
it is lighter than air in order to travel in the space.

25 As for vegetarianism please read Am Duong Am Thuc by the same author. Printed by Thanh That Seattle, 2016.
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Thanks to vegetarianism, human beings can control their that tinh luc
duc®®. Therefore, they will not break the five precepts. For example, they will
neither engage in improper sexual conduct nor steal.

Changing the Tinh Hau Thién into Tién Thién
Khi Tién Thién (the real Yang and Yin), which had existed before the
universe was created, is extremely light and pure.

Khi Hau Thién or Chon Khi, which comes from the air and food, is
responsible for protecting and feed Khi Tién Thién. Whether Chon Khi is pure
or contaminated depends on what kind of food a person has.

God said: “Make use of your physical body and change its nguwon tinh (gi and blood) into the
nguon kh[. As a result, the Tinh Hgu Thién becomes the Tinh Tién Thién. Training the nguwon khi is making the
ngwon than more intelligent.”"’

The reason why that change should be made is both khi are gaseous,
which are active based on the principle “dong khi fwong cau”, meaning two
gases of the same characteristics can unite. For the khi Hau Thién to unite with
the khi Tién Thién, you should purify it while you are still alive by having

vegetarian meals.
“Vegetarianism is good for Tién Thién while the meat is good for Hgu Thién.
“Therefore, | make you practice full vegetarianism before entering the meditation house.

99208
29209

After death consequence

While ascending through heavenly levels, the Chon Than?is like a
vehicle that carries the Chon Linh**. The speed of ascending is higher if the
Chon Than is more purified. Vegetarianism brings about a lighter Chon Than
who can ascend faster, avoiding another incarnation.

Bat Nu(mgm said, “To escape the Am Quang??, you need to have vegetarian meals. That is
why God requires you to practice vegetarianism. ”’

The peri spirit of a vegetarian is light, brilliant and it can easily fly out of
the atmosphere.

Avoiding reincarnation
Vegetables and grains are the food God grants to humanity.
Vegetarianism is what God prefers to develop mercy, control bad behaviors,

206 Thjt tinh - seven emotions. Luc duc - six desires.

27 The Collection of Divine Messages. Page 20.

28 The Collection of Divine Messages. Page 46.

2% The Collection of Divine Messages. Page 27.

20 The peri spirit.

2L The souls.

12 The Eighth Female Buddha.

3 Am - yin. Quang - light. This place is similar to Hell.
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avoid bad karma, and follow the five precepts, especially the first one: “Do not
kill.”**It is fair that you live on vegetables and grains then you die and your
body nurtures them.

3. Meat-eating

Animal-based food provides humans with contaminated Tinh.
Contaminated Tinh gives contaminated Khi, which covers and feeds Chon
Than. Consequently, you have a contaminated Chon Than.

While you are alive

According to Caodaism, the animal instincts inside a meat eater is a big
obstacle on the way of practicing religion®®. It is extremely easy for that person
to commit a crime or break religious law.

Too much Khi Hau Thién

Animal-based food creates lots of contaminated Khi Hau Thién, which
pollutes the Chon Than. As a result, Chon Than becomes too dumb to resist
worldly temptations.

Committing a crime

The flesh of animals is generally impure because it contains the animals’
anger when they are killed. That impurity becomes toxic substances in the cells.
Additionally, meat is harder for digestion than vegetables and grains.**°

Caodaist Law

That is why Caodaist Law prohibits killing?’ or using the meat for
offerings.”**The believers whose jobs are relevant to killing animals or selling
alcohol and drugs have to change their jobs.?*

7

The believers who practice vegetarianism 10 days a month and above are
permitted to enter the meditation house. In the meditation house, however, they
have to practice full vegetarianism.

After death
After death, there are no more worldly temptations from human desires
and emotions, but the meat-eaters’ Chon Than are still impure because of the

24 T L& van Thém, Bi phap dang tam biru, bi phap giai thoat, Ban Thé Dao Hai Ngoai, Hoa Ky, 2013, tr.31.

25 «“physically, a human is still an animal who must eat to live.” The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 1.

28 According to scientists, fruits stay in your stomach 20 minutes, grains 2 hours and meat 4-6 hours.

27 Tan Luét, Dao Phap, chuong 1V, Diéu thir hai muoi mét.

28 Thé Lugt, Piéu thir muoi bay: Trong viée cing té vong linh khong nén diing hi sanh, diing toan do chay...

29 Thé Luat, Piéu thir hai muoi: Ngudi bén dao ching nén chuyén nghé gi 1am cho sat sanh hai vat... khong dugc buén béan cac thir rugu
manh va a phién.
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contamination from meat-eating. Those Chon Than have difficulty leaving the
physical bodies to enter heaven, so God has granted the sacrament called Phép
Doan Cin*°to help them.

Unable to enter heaven .
The meat-eaters have impure physical bodies and Chon Than, so their

souls have difficulty entering heaven. God said, “children if you practice esotericism
without vegetarianism, your Chon Than will be so polluted by Khi Hgu Thién that you cannot enter heaven. "%

Unable to escape the cycle of reincarnation

God Said, “How can you recover if you get enlightened while doing the esoteric practice without
vegetarianism? If you get enlightened that way, you will be struck by lightning while flying in the air because
your contaminated Chon Than is still electrically conductive. You might be intelligent enough to hide
somewhere as a Nhan Tién??, but your earthly exile has not been finished. ”

220 phép - sacrament. Poan cin - cut off bad karma.
221 The Collection of Divine Messages. Volume 1 p46.
222 Nhan - human. Tién - immortal.
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Chapter 8

Khi harmonizes with Than

“Khi hiép Than” means the Khi Hau Thién’® or Chon Khi will
harmonize with the Khi Tién Thién?** or Chon Than if it is as pure and light as
Khi Hu V6°®°. The term “harmonize” describes the heavy contaminated Khi
Hau Thién changes into the light pure Khi Tién Thién. His Holiness Ho6 Phap

said, ““Converting Khi into Thén is the phase in which you make yourself more virtuous, control your bad
behaviors, and promote noble thoughts. That will purify your Khi. When that Khi moderately circulates in your
body, you can easily follow God s teachings and feel peaceful and wise.”

1. The harmonization of the khi

During esoteric practice, the practitioner should understand the condition
for the two khi to harmonize with each other and know what Khi Hau Thién is.
Khi of the same characteristics will find and harmonize with each other.

The two khi can harmonize with each other on the condition that they are
equally pure/contaminated or have the same electronic waves. For example, for
the contaminated Hau Thién Chon Khi to harmonize with the pure Khi Tién
Thién, you need to adjust the frequency of the Chon Khi by purification so that
it vibrates with the same frequency as that of the pure Khi Tién Thién. The
practice is similar to that of a tuner. Therefore, the phase of “Khi harmonizes
with Than” is the hardest because the practitioner himself/herself has to purify
his/her Khi Hau Thién related to the Chon Than or Khi. The Chon Than should
be as pure as when it was in the Thai Hu to harmonize with Than in accordance
with the principle “Ddng khi tuong cu.”***Similarly, His Holiness Cao Thuong
Pham said about the Long Tu Phién?’, “How to turn on and turn off of the Long
Tu Phién is always in accordance with the rule “Dong khi twong cau.”, that is
the Long Tu Phién attracts and takes the moral Chon Than to the Cuc Lac Thé
Gi6i*®® while it pushes back the impure Chon Than. That Chon Than gradually
moves to the dark U Minh.??

Khi Hau Thién made by the seven human feelings and six desires.

23 Khi - gi, energy. Hau Thién - later heaven.

224 Khi - gi, energy. Tién Thién - earlier heaven.

25 Khi - gi, energy. Hu V6 - nothingness.

26 Khi of the same characteristics will find and harmonize with each other.
27 | ong tu - dragon beard. Phién - fan.

28 Nirvana.

29 Hell.



48

The seven feelings and six desires create the two Yin Yang Khi Hau
Thién that naturally hide in human internal organs®®. The Khi caused by six
desires can be seen on the body and the Khi caused by seven feelings through
the unusual changes in human thoughts. These two Khi are the two obstacles so
hard for religious practitioners to overcome.

The influence of the six desires on the body

The six desires cause the Hau Thién Yin Khi to nurture and rouse the
body. Thus, the signs from this relationship can be seen in the body. For
example, the greedy will put on weight or the sex maniacs and drinkers look
pale and thin.

The influence of the seven feelings on the mind

The seven feelings cause the Hau Thién Yang Khi that frequently vibrates
together with the Khi Tién Thién Chon Than via an intermediate called Ngii
Than®!. Without any control, this Khi will be overactive, disturbing the Chon
Than. Mental signs can be seen such as a person who is overjoyed can go insane
and a worrier can become mentally ill. Such bad influences can prevent an
esoteric practitioner from getting enlightened.

|

[Comment [1]:

2. The source of the seven feelings and six desires

According to His Holiness Cao Thuwong Pham, everyone has seven
feelings and six desires, which caused by the internal organs. Their boss,
however, is the Chon Than.*

Ngii hanh®*

Everything in the universe can live and reproduce thanks to the Tién
Thién Ngii Hanh and Hau Thién Ngt Hanh. The Hau Thién Ngt Hanh are the
visible forms of the Tién Thién Ngii Hanh. Entering a physical body the Tién
Thién Ngt Hanh convert into the material Hau Thién Nga Hanh, which cause
the seven human feelings and the six human desires.

Ngii hanh Tién Thién
The peri spirit or Chon Than already contains:
1. Tinh Tién Thién of the Nguon Chat*®* from the Kim Bdn** for buc Diéu
Tri* to create the human forms.

#0 Luat tam thé. P20

21 Ngii Than I :Thirc Than (tim), Y (ti), Phéch (phé), Chi (than), Hon (can).
22 1 uat Tam Thé. P20.

23 The five elements.

24 The Primeval Substance.

25 The Golden Vessel.
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2. Khi Tién Thién or Khi Sanh Quang, which is the life source.
3. Ngit Hanh Tién Thién.

In the Ngii Hanh Tién Thién, there are Ngii Nguon Hiru Danh or Ngi Khi
Tién Thién.?*’
Ngwon Tinh from thuy in the kidney.
Nguon Tanh from mgc in the liver.
Nguon Khi from thd in the spleen.
Ngiron Than from hod in the heart.
Nguwon Tinh from kim in the lungs.

Ngii hanh Hau Thién

Ngii Hanh Hau Thién is the visible forms of the Ngii Hanh Tién Thién.
After fertilization, the Chon Than enters the body and the Ngii Hanh Tién Thién
convert into the material Ngii Hanh Hau Thién, which are the heart, spleen,
lungs, kidney and liver. In each organ, the Ngii Nguon H{ru Danh also change
into Ngii Nguon Hitu Chét. Ngii Nguwon Hitu Chét enter the Ngii Hanh Hau
Thién to create Ngii Thirc or Ngii Than, which are Thic Than in the heart (fire),
Vong Y in the spleen (ground), Qui Phach in the lungs (metal), Chi in the
kidney (water) and Du Hon in the liver (wood).?*®

That tinh luc duc

Entering the Ciru Trung DPai®®, you can see the statue of the Seven-
Headed Serpent and the dragon that spits six sparks. The former represents the
seven human feelings and the latter six desires.

The seven feelings are joy, anger, love, hatred, sorrow, satisfaction and
desire.

The six desires associated with the six sense organs (eyes, ears, nose,
tongue, body, and mind) are the desires for beauty, melodious sounds,
fragrance, good taste, smooth touch, and good thoughts.

In the internal organs, there is an invisible system including:
- The six desires (the Hau Thién Yin Khi of the organs)
- The seven feelings (the Hau Thién Yang Khi of the organs)
- Ngii Than or Khi Tién Thién directly related to the Chon Than.

The Chon Than is the director of this system and all actions of the seven
feelings, the six desires and the Ngit Than or Ngii Thuec.
Each organ connects a Than, a feeling and a desire as described in the following
chart.

26 God the Mother, Mother Goddess.

27 Ngii hanh Tién Thién create ngii khi, that is yellow, azure, white, red, black.

28 Ngii Khi Tién Thién, which includes metal, wood, water, fire and earth, creates Ngii Hanh Hau Thién : Black Khi creates water. Red khi
creates fire. Azure khi creates wood. White khi creates metal. Yellow khi creates earth.

29 the Nine-Level Tower.
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The relationship between the five human internal organs and other
invisible factors

Five Five Five Than Seven Six desires
elements | internal emotions
organs
Fire (red) Heart Perception Joy and Desire for good
(tongue) satisfaction taste
Earth Spleen Thinking Love and hatred | Desires for smooth
(yellow) (mouth) (worry) touch and good
thoughts
Metal (white) Lungs Peri spirit Sorrow Desire for good
(nose) smell
Water (black) Kidney Will Desire (fear) Desires for good
(ears) sounds
Wood (azure) | Liver (face) Soul Anger Desire for beauty

How to communicate with the world

Those invisible factors communicate with the world through five doors or
the forms of Ngii Hanh: the eyes are the doors of the liver, the tongue is the
door of the heart, the mouth is the door of the spleen, the nose is the door of the
lungs and the ears are the doors of the kidney.***Through these doors, the Khi
Hau Thién of the seven feelings and six desires become active and excite the
Khi Tién Thién Ngii Than. The Chon Than, however, can decide to either
control or ignore those activities.

How seven feelings and six desires become active?

They become active when the internal organs are exposed to the
surroundings through the “doors” or when the person's thoughts trigger those
emotions.

Take a box of matches, the box is like the body with five “doors” of the
internal organs (eyes, ears, nose, tongue, skin, and thinking) and the matches are
like everything around (colors, sounds, smells, tastes, touch, and thoughts).
Striking a match, you light a fire. It is like you feel good when you listen to
your favorite music then you have a desire for more.

Although you are not exposed to the surroundings, you can always think
of everything, which triggers your emotions and desires. In addition, a lack of
nutrition also causes the Hypothalamus to give signals that your body needs it.
For example, if your body needs water or food, you feel hungry or thirsty
though you do not see water or food. Hence, emotions and desires are instinct

20 Those five doors are proven by the diagnosis of Chinese medicine. The red tip of a tongue signals heart disease. An old man with loss of
hearing signals his kidney problems. Cold wind causes sneezing and runny nose. A person with a liver problem can have eye problems. A
problem with the spleen is shown by mouth sores.
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and they (also called Khi Hau Thién) are very necessary for feeding and
exciting your physical body. Desires are the signals of physical life, but too
much desire will seriously contaminate your mind. That is why Caodaist
teachings advise believers to control their six desires.

3. The physical body and the six desires

First, you should notice the six desires pollute the physical body and
prevent your souls from ascending after death.

The six desires and the seven emotions become active when your body is
exposed to the surroundings. They activate the system of Tam, Tanh and Xac
pham. Your thoughts from the Tam are transferred to the Tanh or Chon Than,
which gives orders for the physical body to carry out.

Thoughts (Tam, Chon Linh) — actions (Tanh, Chon Than) — agent (Xac pham).

During the process, if the Tanh or the boss lets the emotions and desires
go to the extremes, the physical body can be polluted, the individual can break
the Tan Luat**!and the Chon Than becomes impure.

The six desires support the physical body
To clarify this point, the desires for good tastes and the five senses of
taste?*? can be a good example.

Sometimes you crave something. That creates a desire for some taste,
which signals a lack of some substance in your body. For example, you crave
sweet food and feel exhausted after thinking hard or worrying so much. A sweet
cake will help recover yourself. The sweet cake increases the Khi Hau Thién to
support the Khi Tién Thién or Y.**

Another example is you crave salty food because of a low level of salt in
your blood. You may have walked or played the sport in the blazing hot sun.
That signals a lack of salt and salty lemon juice will help.

Why does Caodaism advise its believers to control their six desires despite their
importance?

The impure khi from the six desires

%1 the New Law or Caodaist Law.
22 hitter, sweet, spicy, salty and sour flavors.
23 Thoughts.
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When the six desires become active, they trigger the Ngii Than and the
three forms of each individual: the Tam (soul), the Tanh (peri spirit) and the
physical body. The Tam creates thoughts, which affect Tanh. Tanh regulates
desires according to ethics.

Take the box of matches mentioned above, it can give moderate light and
fire to help, but it can also destroy everything if going to the extremes. The
latter represents the impure Khi from the six desires.

The signals of impurity

A person with a strong desire for sexual intercourse looks very pale, for
sweet and fatty food becomes grossly fat and for the bitter taste in coffee or tea
has a heart problem, etc.

The invisible impurity in khi

Those who like partying can show their impurity through the color of
their aura.”**Wicked people, meat-eaters and drunkards will be seen with a
dark purple aura.

The impurity according to religion

All extreme desires make people commit a crime. The Chon Than is
responsible for those impurities, so Chon Than has to reincarnate for
compensations.

Caodaism advise believers to always control their desires. A strong
desire for beauty can lead to fornication, for melodious sounds can lead to
impolite words, for good smells can lead to sexual desire and fornication, for
good senses of taste can lead to killing animals for food, for smooth touch can
lead to sexual desire and fornication and for good opinions can lead to evil
plots.

4. Chon Than and the seven emotions

Chon Than**®, which is created by Phat Mau®®, is half Yang and half
Yin, so it can be either pure or impure. Listening to the Chon Linh‘s advice
and controlling the emotions and desires, Chon Than becomes pure, or,
conversely, it becomes impure.

24 A person with the divine eye or a kirlian camera can see those colors.
5 Peri spirit.
6 The Mother Goddess.
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The seven emotions include love, hatred, joy, anger, sorrow, satisfaction
and desire. Each of them goes with corresponding internal organs. Joy goes
with the heart, love, and hatred with the spleen, anger with the liver, sorrow
with the lungs and desire with the kidney.

The similarities between the seven feelings and the six desires are they
naturally hide in the internal organs, influence the Ngti Than and activate the
Tam and Téanh.

Oppositely, their differences are the desires tend to support the physical
body. If abused, they become impure and leave polluting marks, which prevent
Chon Than from ascending to heaven. Unlike the desires, the emotions go with
the Tién Thién Ngii Than?’, pollute the Chon Than and leave the impure
marks in Than.

The moderate emotions become good agents for the development of the
internal organs while the extreme ones become contaminated agents for the
Chon Than. Those extremes are advised to be controlled carefully.

Moderate emotions

Inactive emotions hiding in internal organs are called Trung“™. Active
and moderate emotions are called Hoa®*°. Trung Hoa is the ideal state of a
human and the universe. “bao of the universe is nothing but the term Trung Hoa.”?° Moderate
emotions are good, for instance, a piece of good news can excite and cheer you

up.

248

Extreme emotions

Chon Than, the boss of emotions, is responsible for any crime you have
committed. When emotions go to the extremes, they become evils that obscure
the Tam and the signs can be displayed as follows:

In anger, you feel a blush rise on your face and your limbs shake. Anger
is one of the three toxins® and the ten evils®® Too much anger makes you silly
and prevents your religious practice. “A moment of anger burns and melts your Kim Don. 2%
That is why God always advises you to manage your anger.

Too much sorrow shrinks and lowers the Khi of the lungs. Your face
becomes too pale, your hands are too cold, you can hardly breathe.

%7 Thirc Thén in the heart, Y in the spleen, Phéch in the lungs, Chi in the kidney, Hon in the liver.

8 Average.

9 Harmony.

20 The Collection of Divine Messages. P 152.

1 Greed, anger, stupidity.

%2 Killing, stealing and robbing, engaging in improper sexual conduct, lying, saying dirty words, encouraging hostility, speaking ill of
someone, being greedy, being angry and being stupid.

%3 Kim - golden, precious. Don - pill, medicine. The religious achievement attained by a Taoist is considered a precious pill. The Collection
of Divine Messages. P36.
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Too much joy disperses the Khi of the heart. You become so crazy that
you dance and talk nonsense.

Being too worried or loving someone too much, you feel too bored to do
anything because the Khi of the spleen is damaged.
Fear damages the Khi of the kidney. In the long term, you are more likely to
have mental diseases.

In short, extreme emotions can obscure the Than, so you will follow the
animal instincts of the body. They will become the evils who lead you in the
wrong way. Consequently, you can cause bad karma and have to reincarnate for
compensation for good. Caodaist advice is a believer should “Tu Tam luyén
Tanh.”**or to manage those emotions and desires to prevents the extreme ones
from damaging his Than.

5. Tam Tanh

Tam

Tam (also called the Ngwon Than, Chon Linh or Tiéu Linh Quang) comes
from God or Pai Linh Quang. Tam is responsible for teaching Tanh, which is
the Chon Than created by God the Mother. Thanks to the Chon Than, a human
can reincarnate in the world.

Tanh

According to His Holiness Ho Phap, Tanh is our second component. The first component
is TAm or Chon Linh and the third one is our physical animal-like body.”*5Therefore, those three
components influence and support one another. Caodaism always advises its
believers to let their Tam teach their Tanh. Finally, they can attain
enlightenment.

How the system works
How do the Tam and Tanh work? Let us have a look at how the desires and
emotions act and whether or not a person practices religion.

Desires and emotions become active in two stages:

- The beginning stage: when the outlets of the five internal organs are
open, so the things around are realized by consciousness leading to emotions
and desires.

- The action stage: then the person begins to have an idea and act
accordingly.

4 “Improve the TAm and train the Tanh.”
%5 Sermon of His Holiness Ho Phap.
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A man, John Doe, for example, sees a woman. Thanks to his eyes, he
knows the woman is pretty (or ugly). After that, he wants (or does not want) to
have sex with her.

Reactions
If the man is a good religious practitioner

He can distinguish between right and wrong, so his Tam can control his
Tanh. He still keeps calm. As a result, his Tanh follows his Tam or God’s will
and he will not behave badly.

If the man is a bad religious practitioner

His Tam lets his Tanh follow the worldly desires, that is trying to have
sexual intercourse with the woman. If the woman does not agree, he tries to
behave badly, even commit a crime. This is when evil overcomes conscience,
ruining the merits the religious practitioner has made for years. The man is
tricked into committing a crime by Satan.

To remind all Caodaists, there is the statue of His Holiness H6 Phap
controlling the seven-headed serpent in Hiép Thién Pai and divine messages
showing that one must practice Caodaism to the highest level. Without perfect
practice, practitioners get nowhere!

6. Advice on how to improving Tam
and training Tanh

Kinh Khai Cru®vividly expresses the principle tu TAm dudng Téanh
(improve your soul and train your peri spirit) by describing a person as a ship
traveling on a sea of suffering. To arrive at the harbor Thién (heaven), you have
to cut off your emotions and close your desires. The emotions and desires are
like the wind, which can become a storm and sink the ship. For example,
extreme anger makes you get such bad karmas that you have to reincarnate for
compensation. Divine beings always advise Caodaist believers not to let that
wind become a storm.

Divine beings’ advice

buc Phat Mau (the Divine Mother) says, “Children, whether you are
dignitaries of Higp Thién?’ or Czu Tring®®, you should try to uphold your Tam
for your merits.”

6 The Commencement Prayers for a Caodaist funeral.
%7 The Caodaist Judiciary Body.
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Gdng sic trau gioi mgt chir Tam.
Dao doi mudn viéc khai sai lam.
Tam thanh dt doat dirong tu vieng,
Tam chanh méi mong méi Pgo cam.
Try to improve your Tam
So that you will not make any mistakes.
Successfully cultivating your Tam,
You can successfully get enlightenment.

Advice from Caodaist doctrine
Human emotions and desires that instinctively exist in the five internal organs

cannot be eradicated if you are alive. Consequently, Caodaist practitioners
should take advice from Caodaist doctrine to convert them into noble emotions.
For example, you should become angry because you do not have more merits or
you can keep the five precepts. The evil six desires will become the luc thong®®
if successfully managed. There are two ways to manage them:

- Understand how they work then force them to follow God’s will.

- Lead them into serving people by creating more merits.

How to manage emotions and desires

You should prevent them from going to the extremes by three following
techniques:

- Chanting prayers. The Khi from the sounds calms the Khi Tién Thién
down. As a result, desires and emotions become mild winds blowing over the
water surface.

- Meditating. The practitioner sits still and breathes moderately. In
Caodaism practitioners have to enter Tinh Thit (meditation house) for an
elaborate practice.

- Practicing vegetarianism. This calms the body down and reduces
desires.

%8 The Caodaist Administrative Body.
9 (sad abhijiiah) - six supernatural powers attained by the Buddha.
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Extreme emotions and desires pollute Tam and Tanh

contamination

Organs Heart Spleen Lungs Kidney Liver
S
Outlets Tongue Mouth, body Nose Ears Eyes
Six causes|
Six stimuli| Taste Touch, Smell Sound Color
thought
Six Tasting Thinking, Smelling Hearing Sight
knowledge | touching
Six desires | Desire Desire for Desire Desire Desire
for good smooth touch for good for for
taste and good idea smell melodiou beautiful
s sound colors
Seven Joy and Love, hatred Sorrow Fear Angry
emotions | satisfacti
on
Soul
Mechanism Peri spirit
!
Physical body
Seven emotions Six desires
Physical Invisible signals in Than Specific signals in body

Invisible
contamination

Khi Tién Thién Ngii Than is

disturbed

Khi Hau Thién is disturbed

Religious
contamination

Not allowed to enter heaven
because of polluted Chon Than

Not allowed to come to God because

of polluted body

The significance of earthly life for Caodaists

Earthly life

Technique for practicing
Caodaism

Result

Practicing Nhon Dao and Thién bao
for the privilege of the Great Amnesty.

Practicing Tam Iap to attain
enlightenment on earth.

Attaining high statuses in heaven

Practicing vegetarianism for a pure
Chon Than
managing emotions and desires

Purifying Chon Than for the privilege
of crossing the Ctu Trung Thién

Ngii Than concentrates at Chon Than;
Pure Chon Than help Chon Linh climb
through all levels in heaven
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Chapter 9
Death

According to Caodaism, only the material corps die while the Chon Than
(peri spirits) either reincarnates or helps the Chon Linh (souls) return to its
origin to unite with Pai Linh Quang (God).

Those who really die are the ones committing a serious crime. They
become the ghosts who will be destroyed.

1. The death of the physical body

According to Caodaist divine messages, the physical body is dead
because it belongs to the material world, which changes according to God’s law.
His Holiness Cao Thuong Pham says, “When the body dies, its Yin Yang
electricity, together with the Chon Than, is emitted. If the body is pure enough,
the Yang Khi and the Chon Than return to heaven from the Né& Huon
Cung.”For an impure body, the Yin Khi and the Chon Than descend from the
toe tips to become materials ready for more incarnations.”***

In the earthly world
After the body is dead, Caodaist funerary rituals including performing
sacraments and chanting prayers are conducted.

Funerary sacraments

In the period of grand amnesty, taking orders from God, His Holiness Ho
Phap shows the assigned Caodaist dignitaries seven sacraments®® to save
people both physically and spiritually. Those believers who have taken the oath
ritual and practiced vegetarianism at least 10 days a month receive the
sacraments such as Phép Do Hon, Phép Tan Do, Kinh Ciru, Tiéu Tudng va Pai
Tuong.”®

For example, in the ritual of Phép Do Hon, the dignitary, first, performs
the Sacrament of Phép Xac (purification) after the prayer Cau Siéu and Khi ba
Chét Roi are chanted. Second, he performs the sacrament of Poan Can (cutting
off 7 bad ties). This releases the Chon Than and Chon Linh from the physical

20 A mysterious place between the top of the skull and the brain.

%1 Lyat Tam Thé. Page 20.

%2 phép T4m Thanh, Phép Giai Oan, Phép Hon Phdi, Phép Gidi binh, Phép Xac, Phép Poan Cin, Phép D¢ Thing.

%3 The sacrament of transporting the soul, the sacrament of complete transport, the posthumous prayers, the lesser celebration and the larger
celebration.
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body to ascend to heaven.”*Finally, he performs the sacrament of D6 Thing
(help ascend) to send the soul to heaven.?*

Chanting prayers

To help souls ascend to heaven, Caodaist believers should chant:
Kinh Tan D6 Vong Linh*to free the dead quickly from suffering.
Kinh Cau Hoén Khi Hap Héi (requiem for dying people) to tell the dead
decisively leave the earthly world and avoid going to hell.*’
Kinh Cau Siéu (request for amnesty) to beg the divine beings to save the dead.
Kinh Khi Da Chét Roi (after death) for the death to leave the earthly world.
Kinh Bua Linh Ctru (carrying the coffin to a cemetery) to beg the local genii to
help to separate the soul from the corpse.
Kinh Ha Huyét (lowering the coffin down the grave).
Kinh Tuan Ciru (funerary prayers) to help the dead cross nine heavens and Kinh
Tiéu Tuong and Dai Tudng to help the dead enter the realm of Buddha.

In heaven

In the Vuon Ngan Uyén (divine garden) in the first heaven, a withered
flower represents death on earth. This garden is owned by Puc Phat Mau
(Divine Mother). There are twelve kinds of flowers. Each flower represents life
on earth. It blooms as a person is born and withers as he dies.

Viron Ngan Uyén sanh hoa da héo
Khéi hinh hai da chiu ra tan®®.

A flower has withered in the Vuon Ngan Uyén,
That is a person died on earth.

Where the corpse goes?

After death, the corpse, which is composed of earthly materials,
decomposes according to God’s law. It will then turn to earth and become the
elements of another body.

Nhuc thé thé sanh hoan tai thé?®.
The body made of earth then will return to earth.

(The couplets on the Prajna Boat)

Khdi vat chat v hén viét ti,
Pat bién hinh ti thit qui can.
Without a soul, the material mass is called a corpse
It is made of earth, so it will return to earth.
(Kinh Tdn Liém)

264 \Without this sacrament, the Chon Than and Chon Linh cannot ascend until the corpse is completely decomposes.

%5 Bao Dao H) Tan Khoa said the Sacrament of Do Thang helps the dignitaries’ souls enter the Bat Quai Dai more easily.

%6 For those who practice vegetarianism at least 10 days a month.

%7 Hién Tai Nguyén Long Thanh said the Eighth Female Buddha uses the term C8i Am Quang (Yin Light) instead of the conventional term
Dia Nguc, Diém Dinh, Phong D6, Dia Phu, Am Ty, Thap Dién Diém Vuong, etc.

8 Kinh D¢ Nhitt Ciru

%9 Cau dbi trén thuyén Bat Nha do Ngai Bao Phap Nguyén Trung Hau sang tac va dugc Pirc Ly Gido Téng giang co chinh vin: Van su viét
VO, nhuc thé thé sanh hoan tai thé.
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Hén Troi héa tré vé Thién canh,
Xéc ddt sanh dén linh phyc hoi?™.
The soul will return to heaven
The corpse will return to earth
(Kinh Tdn Liém)

In short, Caodaism defines death by the separation of the Chon Than (peri
spirit) and the Chon Linh (soul) from the physical body. Chon Than and Chon
Linh will either reincarnate on earth or go to heaven.

2. The real dead

The earthly world is considered an environment of a challenge to souls. It
is arranged by God for souls to evolve to higher levels. Evils also have miracles
to tempt souls into committing a crime and become the real dead. There are two
kinds of them.

Those who lose the Chon dwong®”

The wicked will lose the Chon Duong. They then have only a false body
of thudn am?”® and will become the real deal. They are like the spoiled seeds, so
they never develop into a plant. They will become ghosts who wait for
destruction. They cannot reincarnate.

In the period of grand amnesty, the incomplete religious practitioner who
has committed crime is allowed to enter the Am Quang®”®, where they can
practice religion. If truly repenting, they are allowed to reincarnate to pay off
the bad karma. In the Am Quang, the Buddhas and Immortals come to comfort
and teach the sinners. Buc Pia Tang Vuong BS Tat*™* is in charge of the male
sinners and Thit Nwong Diéu Tri Cung?” the female sinners.

Punishment

Those who seriously break the divine law and who do not keep the entry
oath?”will be severely punished. The punishments include Thién Tru Dia Luc
and Poa Tam D6 Bat Niang Thoat Tuc.

Thién tru Pia luc*’’
Those who commit a serious crime will get killed. It is the same as the
Ngti L6i Tru Diét (killed by lightning). Sinners’ Chon Than is struck by

20 Kinh Tan Liém

Z1 Chon - real. Duong - Yang.

22 thudn - complete. Am - Yin.

2% Am Quang - Yin Light, the Dark. The new name for hell.
2% Ksitigarbha.

75 The Seventh Female Buddha.

216 The ritual for Caodaist beginners, including an oath.

27 Thién - heaven. Dia - earth. Tru = Iuc - kill.
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lightning and turn to the primeval substances obtained by Diéu Tri Cung. Their
Chon Linh has to wander until another grand amnesty when the Divine Mother
grants them a new Chon Than for another reincarnation.

3. Ascending and descending

After a divine judgment, the Chon Than and Chon Linh can either
descend or ascend.

The enlightened people will ascend
Those who get enlightened on earth can ascend to heaven or eternal life.

His Holiness Ho Phap said, “Those who follow Caodaist teachings and practice vegetarianism at least 10
days a month can be taught the Caodaist esoteric practice and their Chon Than ascend.” And “Those who get enlightened
can return to the former divine statuses only after a reincarnation.”

Descending
The two main reasons for descending are:
- Because of failing to get enlightened, a soul has to reincarnate on earth
to pay off the karmic debts or to evolve.
- Losing the Van Cuu Nang.

Reincarnation

Since the Chon Than is related to the physical body, only Chon Than has
to reincarnate. Reincarnation is the opportunity for Chon Than to practice
religion and evolve to a higher level of intelligence and morality until it reaches
the perfect point, uniting with God.

Losing the Van Ciru Nang®’®

Since earliest humans were stupid, cruel and barbarous, Ptuc Phat Mau
(the Divine Mother) was ordered by God to send 10.000.000 original souls to
the earth for incarnation. Their duty was to teach the evolving souls and to
perfect themselves for higher divine statuses. The original souls were noble,
intelligent and moral at first. Most of them, however, were gradually
contaminated by earthly temptations. They forgot what their duty was and
committed lots of crimes, so they were punished with reincarnation again and
again. Most of them were tempted by Qui Vuong (Satan) into losing the Van
Ciru Nang granted by Bac Phat Mau when they had left heaven. For love, God
holds amnesties to lead them back.

Linh céin ngay dé xudng tran ai,
Cai cai vui mung nhdp mdu thai.
Vi mat biu nang, mé nghiép hai,

28 According to Khai Phap Trin Duy Nghia, when souls incarnate, Btc Diéu Tri Kim Mau gives them a bag called Van Ctu Nang and
says they cannot return to Her if losing a thing inside.
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Lam sao tinh dang tré héi lai.
The original souls ascended to the earth
They were so happy to be born as humans.
Then they lost the precious bags and love the earthly joys
They don’t know how to wake up and return
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Conclusion for Page three.

In the earthly world, birth and death are the law. You only temporarily
live with a false body, that is the physical body. Thanks to that false body, your
Chon Than, and Chon Linh practice religion, learn and evolve.

After death, the physical body decomposes while the Chon Than and Chon
Linh return to God in heaven. So, death is the transformation from materials to
invisible forms through three phases:

- Phase one. Your Chon Than and Chon Linh go to the earthly world
from heaven or from Khi Tién Thién to Khi Hau Thién.

- Phase two. Your Chon Than, Chon Linh and physical body live together
in the world, trying to find the way back to heaven.

- Phase three. Your Chon Than and Chon Linh return to heaven or pure
Khi Tién Thién from the polluted Khi Hau Thién. That is why self-purification
is a must for religious practitioners on earth.
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Page four
How to liberate yourself?

where to go after death?
What will be?

It is usually claimed:

Lai nhu lew thiiy hé, thé nhu phong;
Bat tri ha xir lai he, ha s¢ chung.

Born to be a stream flowing so fast
Where to come or where to go is unknown

Then asked

Where to go after death? God answers your soul will come to Toa Phan Xét*"®

whether you ascend or descend. (Chapter 10).

in Trung Gidi to know

What will be? What is the final purpose for humans? If ascending, your three treasures will unite while
crossing Cuu Trung Thién (chapter 11) and travel back to your origin, that is God. (chapter 12).

2% The Court of Judgement.
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Chapter 10

To the Trung Giéi

When the physical body becomes useless, the Chon Linh and Chon Than

leave for the Trung Gioi’® to the Toa Phan Xét*®!, where: «The absolutely perfect divine
beings in Ngoc Hu Cung report all your good and bad deeds to Toa Phan Xét ».

1. Some explanations for the invisible realm

Before following the Chon Hén to the invisible realm, it is necessary to
explain something according to the Divine Messages and the Caodaist Prayers
such as the view of heaven, the body of a religious practitioner, the speed of the
Chon Than and the realms which are not visited.

The view of heaven 7
His Holiness Cao Thugng Pham explained that the invisible realm is only

khi dién quang.?®*The palaces and temples are in the forms of light and halos.
Hao quang chiéu chin ting may bac,
Tay Phuong cdi Phdt chdi loa.
Hao quang chiéu diéu Cao Pai
Halos shine the nine silver clouds
The West of Buddha is so bright
The halos shine Cao Pai

In a seance on the first day of the first lunar month, the Year of Tiger
(1926), Bach Ngoc Kinh, where God dwells, is described as an eternally

changing aura.
Chur than chéa mdt mau thirong doi,
Liét thanh kinh tam phép van cao,
All the genies are dazzled by the constantly changing colors.
All of the Saints are scared by the miracles.

Forms in heaven

Heaven is invisible. Humans, as well as divine beings, have two forms:
the Chon Than and Chon Linh, both of which are called Chon Hon (souls).
They all are light or electricity.

Languages are thoughts

There are no sounds in heaven, so souls communicate by thoughts. That
is why Caodaists chant prayers. The miraculous vibrations of the sounds and the
thoughts of the practitioners can convey their wishes to divine beings in heaven.

20 The realm between the earthly world and heaven.
?! The divine court.
%2 Khi - gas. Dién - electricity. Quang - light.

Comment [2]:
Begin here
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His Holiness HO Phap said, “There are countless souls in heaven. The language used there is
thinking to convey ideas to each other. What you think is what you get.”

The speed of Chon Than

Chon Than travels as fast as light.
Nang lai nang khir khinh khinh,
Mau nkur dién chiéu, nhe thanh bong may.
Easily traveling around
As fast as electricity and as light as a cloud

2. To the Toa Phan Xeét=

Thanks to the funerary sacraments like Phép Xac, Phep Giai Oan and
Phép Poan Can, the Chon Than leaves the physical body and together with the
Chon Linh travel to the Trung Gidi, waiting to go to Toa Phan Xet. After the
judgment, they will either ascend or descend.

Descending: rebirth

Committing crime or having bad karma, the Chon Than has to reincarnate
on earth. The Caodaists who break Caodaist law will go to Am Quang to
practice Caodaism again.

Ascending

In the Third Salvation, God allows:

- Caodaist practitioners who have got enlightened on earth in only one
life to return to the realm of Buddha in Hue V0 Thién.

- Caodaist practitioners who have fulfilled their religious
responsibilities”* to return to God.

3. Two ways of ascending

Chon Thén will ascend after nine days in trwong dinh’®. The divine status
attained will decide how the Chon Than ascend. Chon Than can go straight to
the assigned level or climb those levels one by one.

Going straight to the status attained

%3 The Divine Tribunal.
%4 practicing vegetarianism at least 10 days a month, keeping the entry oath and have enough merits.
%5 Trudng dinh - the rest stop. Caodaists consider the funeral house a place where you say good bye to the dead.
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Having practiced Caodaism and fulfilled the human responsibilities, a
Caodaist can attain status on earth. Each earthly status is equivalent to divine
status in one of the nine heavens. Therefore, his Chon Than will go straight to
the corresponding heaven. For example, a Caodaist dignitary at the level of
Immortal will go to heaven for Immortals, which is the Hu V6 Thién. In
addition, the rituals of Tuan Ciru and the sacrament Phép D¢ Thing are not
performed.

In the assigned level, the Chon Than keep on practicing Caodaism with
the help of the Female Buddhas in order to climb to higher levels. Without any
progress, one must reincarnate on earth.

Climbing the levels one by one

If keeping the entry oath and practicing vegetarianism at least 10 days a
month, you will be taught how to practice religion according to the level you
have reached.

The decision of Toa Phan Xét

Realm for Buddha

Cuu Trung Thién

‘

Enlightened person

Ascending

t

Going to
Toa Phan Xét
3

Descending | Descending | Descending |
Caodaists breaking promise, Reincarnation to pay off Serious sinners who become
committing a crime. More bad karma ghosts, waiting for amnesty.
religious practice in
Phong Bo
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Chapter 11

Ascending the
Cwu Trung Thién=

After reaching the Trung Gidi, souls enter the Thuong Gigi and
ascending the Ciru Trung Thién to combine the Tam Buu?’. On the way, souls
need the following helps to get the superpower to ascend the levels:

The help from esotericism.

Kinh Tuan Cuu, Tiéu Tuong, and Pai Tuong®is the Caodaist
esotericism to help souls ascend the levels. In this Third Salvation, God has
closed Hell and cleared the way of Cuu Thién Khai Ho&”®. His Holiness Ly
Giao T6ng said, “Esoterically, heavenly beings will convert ... you can convert successfully.”

Chanting Kinh Tuan Citu

The Caodaist dignitaries will show believers how to chant the Kinh Tuan
Curu, which changes the Tam so that it can ascend those levels, combining the
three treasures and avoiding reincarnation.

The help from divine beings.
On those levels, Ctru Vi Tién Nwong Diéu Tri Cung®and other divine
beings give sermons and guide souls through the heavenly levels.

Ng6 Cuc Lac theo huon Xa Loi,
Cuu Truing Thién mé 16i qui nguyén.
Look at the direction of Nirvana and Buddha,
Curu Trung Thién is now clear for you to return.

Those divine beings will help the Tam Buu blend in with the energy of
the levels according to the rule “ddng thanh twong tng, ddng khi twong cau™*".
As a result, all types of souls can get enlightenment in only one life to return to
God.

Thg reason why souls need help is that the nine heavenly levels and the
Chon Than are gaseous. The higher the level, the lighter the gas with more

%6 The Nine-Level Heaven.

%7 The three treasures: body, mind and soul.

%8 The Prayers of the Caodaist Postmortem Rituals.
2 Cyru Thién - nine heavens; Khai Ho4 - educating.
20 The Nine Female Buddhas.

#L Similar things can go together.
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Yang light. The Chon Than is still a bit impure, so it needs helps from Kinh
Tuan Ctru and the divine beings.

To understand the process of combination of the Tam Btru on the way,
you need to understand the Kinh Tuan Ctru, which depicts the transformation of
souls from Genii, Saints to Immortals in this way.

1. The technique of perception

It is extremely difficult to depict the way to the invisible world because of
no specific documents that elaborate on it. There is only the information in Kinh
Tuan Cuau, Tiéu Tuong, Pai tuong and some Divine Messages. For
understandable explanations, it is described in earthly languages to be chanted
by believers. The literal meanings of a language can only give images
resembling the earthly scenery, not the nature of heaven, that is Dao.

From those pieces of information, | depict and explain the divine path by
a technique of perception, from which the practice of combining the three
treasures during the process of ascending the Ciru Trung Thién.

The origin and the meanings of the prayers

The prayers are all granted by the divine beings from those heavenly
levels, not by any human beings. For instance, the Seventh Prayer is granted by
the Seventh Female Buddha, who is in charge of leading the souls from the Kim
Thién®*? to the Hao Nhién Thién®:.

The prayers are chanted to help a soul ascend the nine heavens to return
to God.

Understanding the languages in the prayers.

The Kinh Tuan Cuu, Tiéu Tuong, Pai Tudng each depicts the temples,
houses, and palaces in each level. The divine beings use earthly languages to
convey their ideas so that believers can gradually be enlightened the divine
language or DPao. However, how can an ordinary person, without divine
thinking and eyes, visualize the divine scenery by reading the prayers?

How His Holiness H§ Phap answer.
To witness the scenery in heaven, humans should attain the divine eyes
by doing esoteric practice or are granted the privilege to do so by God like His

Holiness HO Phap. His Holiness HO Phap said, “what heaven is like is equivalent to what
Tam is. No one knows what it is like. If you get enlightened, leave your physical body and meet the divine
beings, you will see it is unlike what you expected.”

22 Kim - metal, gold. Thién - Heaven. (The sixth heaven).
3 The Immense Heaven or Seventh Heaven.
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Reading the sermons by His Holiness Ho Phap, you can then understand
the scenery in heaven, which is described in the Kinh Tuan Ciru as the magical
halos, depending on how much enlightened a soul gets. The soul now is also a
beam of light that blends in with the halos in that heaven. For example, in Ctu
Trung Thién there are three forms of souls: genii, saints and immortals. Souls
entering the eighth heaven called Phi Tuong Thién will see the Cung Tan Thuc,
Cung Diét Buu, etc. This is what His Holiness H6 Phap saw and told believers

in His sermons. “Having entered the Toa Tam Gi4o Bat Quai Pdi, you can see a bright halo. It then
disappears and you see The Scale of Justice that also disappears after that. You can see yourself and your whole
past life.”

His Holiness Ho Phap depicts Ngoc Hu Cung, “what a beautiful world it is! There
are lots of bright halos whose colors magically changes swiftly. Your Chon Thdn has to change to those colors
in order to join Ngoc Hu Cung. Otherwise, you are expelled immediately. Thought, not speech, is the only
method of communication there.”

His Holiness Ho Phap depicts Bach Ngoc Kinh, “The brilliant colors always
change and it is covered by a thogi khi?®*. It operates like a living animal, changing its colors. | don 't know how

to describe it!

The similar terms are used to describe it in Caodaist Prayers.
Kinh Bach Ngoc mu6n lan dién chiéu
Kinh Bach Ngoc is brightly shone by electricity

Nang lai nang khi khinh khinh,

Mau nhur dién chiéu, nhe nhang bong may.
The soul travels around so easily

As fast as lightning and as light as a cloud

Perception through the metaphors

First, it is necessary to define some terminology.

Cung: a large building. For example, Cung Tuyét Kho - sorrow
eliminating building

Dai: a high building. For example, Bai Nghiét Canh - bad karma tower.

According to Mr. Ha Ngoc Duyén®®, Cung is the metaphor for the inner
Tam. For instance, Cung Lap Khuyét means looking at yourself to see the
imperfections. Cung Ngoc Diét Hinh means looking at yourself to eradicate
materialistic things. Bién and Dai are the metaphors for the outer Tam. Dai
Nghiét Canh and Pai Chiéu Giam reflect your good and bad karma. Pai Hué
Huong purifies your Chon Than. Linh Tiéu Dién means Tam has an easy life.

2% Thoai - excellent. Khi - gas.

25 Ban tin Dai Dao, s6:15/79, Maryland, Tr.76-96
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2% those halos in Heaven represents the vo hinh séc

2% of the Duong Quang® or God. “The #r

9301

According to Bat Nuong

trong®’ versus the vo hinh vo tudng
V6*is invisible compared to the material world, but visible compared to the formless Duong Quang.

The status of Tam on each level of heaven

The heavenly levels are considered a ladder for souls to climb. The rungs
are the spaces of different light waves according to the waves of Genii, Saints,
Immortals or Buddhas. Your religious practice changes the light waves of your
Chon Than, so you can climb that ladder. How fast you can climb depends on
how pure your Chon Than is. That is why on each level Chon Linh helped by
the divine beings purifies your Chon Than like what is said through the
metaphors.

Cau Trung Thién**symbolizes the three statuses of Genii, Saints, and
Immortals. It is shown by the Ciru Trung Pai®® or Ciru Thién Khai Hoa on the
earthly world. That is displayed in the following list.

The equivalent statuses

Caodaist Executive Dignitaries Divine Beings Nine Heavens

Believers Dia than - Earthly Genii First Heaven
Petty Caodaist Dignitaries Nhon than - Human Genii Second Heaven
L& sanh - Student Thién than - Heavenly Genii Azure Heaven

Gido hitu - Religious Associate bia thanh - Earthly Saints Yellow Heaven

Giao su - Teacher Nhon thanh - Human Saints Red Heaven

Chénh phdi su, Phéi su - Master. Thién thanh - Heavenly Saints Metallic Heaven

Diu su - Master Chief bia tién - Earthly Immortals Super Heaven

Chudng phap - Dharma Master Nhon tién - Human Immortals Beyond Thought Heaven
Gi4o Tong - Caodai Head. Thién tién - Heavenly Immortals Creation Heaven

Thanks to those metaphors, | understand that a Chon Than climbing the
divine ladder will no longer be tempted by the physical body into doing
something wrong. Chon Than now listens to the soul for self-improvement and
self-purification to fulfill its duty, which is transporting the Chon Linh high up
to the next levels. There is a female Buddha to guide souls on each level and
divine beings to teach how to combine the Tam Biru**and avoid reincarnation.

2% The Eighth Female Buddha. Lut Tam Thé page 44.
27 v hinh - invisible. Séc tudng - forms.

28 v hinh - invisible. V6 tuéng - formless.

2 Dyong - Yang. Quang - light.

30 Nothingness.

%L [ yat Tam Thé. Page 44.

%2 The Nine Heavens.

33 The Executive Body of Caodaism.

% Three treasures: body, mind and soul.
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2. Images of the stages in combining Tam Biu

The above technique allows me to depict the journey a Chon Hon takes
through the levels in heaven.

From the first to the third level: as a Genie

Changed to fit the status of genie on the first three levels, you realize the
physical body has died (withered flower) and you are about to go to heaven
(eating divine peaches). You know that you are at the same level as Ong Hién
(meeting the Seven Sages). This stage is described by the metaphors in the
prayers:
The first level

The soul goes to the Ngan Uyén®®, watching his “flower” become
withered. That means the physical body has died and he is no more tied down
by the seven karmic strings. The Nhat Nuong®®helps the soul calm down.

305

Kha tinh thic tien duyén nhé lai,
Poan cho réi oan trai buéi sanh.
Wake up, remember your previous life
And pay off the bad karmic debts

She also tells the soul that there is no need to worry about earthly

temptations like thap 4c or luc tran®®:
Viron Ngan Uyén sanh hoa da héo,
Khéi hinh hai da chju ra tan
By day oan nghiét hét rang™®”.
A flower in the Nggn Uyén has withered
The body begins to decompose
You are no longer tied down by the seven evil strings

The second level
The soul is granted divine peaches in the longevity party. The metaphor
here is he is about to leave for heaven.
Tay Vieong Mdu vieon Pao° L wom chin,

Chén fruong sanh cd linh ngu ban>™.

The West Queen s peaches are almost ripe.
They and the longevity wine are granted.

The third level or the Azure Heaven

3% Ngan - the bank of the sea of SOIrow. Uyén - garden. Ngan Uyén is the garden in heaven. The First Female Buddha under the Divine
Mother is in charge of it. In Ngan Uyén there are 12 different types of flowers representing the 12 zodiac signs. A flower stands for a person
. It becomes withered when that person dies and blooms when he reincarnates. It is beautiful if that person is good and ugly if he is immoral,
according to the First Female Buddha.

% the First Female Buddha.

%7 The ten evils: killing, stealing, engaging in improper sexual conduct, lying, saying dirty words, encouraging hostility, speaking ill of,
being greedy, being angry, being stupid.

3% The six earthly things: beauty, melodious sounds, sweet smell, good taste, gentle touch, good idea.

* Kinh Dé Nhit Ctru

310 yyrn Pao Tién do Phat Mau chudng quan, ¢é 3600 cay dao, dung trai Dao Tién dé lam phin thuséng

31 Kinh P& Nhi Ciru
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The light on this level is azure. The soul will see The Bamboo Grove
Seven Sages, who have become the Seven Immortals in the Thién Thai Cave.
On the Island of Bong Lai, the soul’s emotions and feelings will be washed off,

that is the soul is now a sage ready to ascend to the level for immortals.
C&i Thanh Thién lén mién Bong ddo,
Dong Thién Thai Bay L&o don dm‘rngBlZ.
From the Azure Heaven, you go up to the Bong Pdo
And are received by the Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove at Thién Thai Cave.

From the fourth to the sixth levels: as a Saint
When the soul enters the level for Saints, he sees the inner and outer
worlds of Tam via the divine palaces and the monuments.
All the divine buildings are metaphors.
Cung Lap Khuyét - seeing the imperfections.
Cung Tuyét Kho - cutting off the earthly sorrow.
Cung Ngoc Diét Hinh - eliminating all visible forms.
Cung Van Phap - being in a meditation house to see the past bad karma.
Dai Nghiét Canh or Dai Chiéu Giam - identifying your good or bad deeds in a
previous life.
bai Hu¢ Huong - eliminating all impurity.

The Fourth Level or the Yellow Heaven

The light on this level is yellow. L6i Than®"* will eradicate the soul’s evil
air and impure light with his divine rod. The soul then goes to Cung Tuyét Khé
to meet Huyén Thién Quan®*, that is cutting all the earthly sorrow.

313

The Fifth Level or the Red Heaven )
The light on this level is red. The soul climbs to the Pai Chiéu Giam,
whose mirror shows what he has done in his former life.

Dai Chiéu Giam Canh Minh nhe buic,
Xem rd rang téi phuwoc can sinh®,
Entering the Pdi Chiéu Giam Canh Minh,
You can see your past achievements or crimes.

Then the soul enters Cung Ngoc Diét Hinh to eradicate all the material
forms. The soul reads the V6 Tu Kinh*'®to know his former incarnations and
current status.

The Sixth Level or the Metallic Heaven
The soul now enters Cung Van Phap, which is a meditation house
containing the dharma of all religions, to know his former divine status.

312 Kinh B¢ Tam Ciru

3% The Thunder God.

34 God’s another incarnation.

315 Kinh Bé Ngii Ctru

316 The Wordless Book of Prayers.
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Cung Lap Khuyét is the metaphor for getting the imperfections. Dai Hu¢ Huong
implies the soul’s impurity is washed off.

Vao Cung Van Phéap xem qua,

Cung Ldp Khuyét tim duyén dinh ngur;
Pem Chon Thdn dén tgn Pai Hué Hurong.

Looking around in the Cung Van Phép,

The soul finds out his former status

Then goes to Bai Hué Huong.

From the Seven to Ninth Level: as an Immortal.

As an Immortal, the soul then goes to Cung Chudéng Phap, where he
studies the law of the universe and gets enlightened. After that he goes to Cung
Tan Thtrc, where he realizes the magical power of the universe, so he sees the
Kim Mao Hau, a lion-like animal representing the power of the soul in heaven.
Then he goes to Tich San®’, Niét Ban>'®.

The soul also goes to Cung Diét Buru to see the real values of earthly treasures
so that he can give them up.

In Cung Bic Dau, the soul reads his past and future lives from the Book of
Thién Tao and learns the heavenly etiquette.

In Cung Tri Giac, he knows how to combine the Tam Buu®*® and ready to
achieve Buddhahood.

He also meets Chuan D& B Tat*° and Phd Hién B Tat®?, that is, he is at the
same level as those Bodhisattva.

The Seventh Level or the Heaven of Hao Nhién®#

He sees Chuan Bé B Tat and Phd Hién Bb Tat unlock the Kim C6*%.
That means the soul is shown how to ascend to Cung Chuang Phép, which takes
care of the law of the universe.

The Eighth Level or the Heaven of Phi Twéng®**

On this level, the soul is far away from the impure earthly world. He
enjoys listening to the bell and drinking the divine wine. The sorrow he had in
the previous incarnation is eradicated by the Nugc Cam L%, He goes to Cung
Tan Thac and sees the Kim Mao Hau with the superpower of religious
practitioners. In Cung Diét Buru, he sees earthly properties and gives them up.
He sees Tir Hang B6 Tat.

317 Mount Tich.

8 Nirvana.

3° Three Treasures: body, mind and soul.

30 3 Goddess bodhisattva and an incarnation of CundT Dharan 1.

1 Samantabhadra, Universal Worthy, is a bodhisattva in Mahayana Buddhism.

%2 HaoR immense, nhién #& burning. The immense heaven.

32 \When Chon Thin descends to the earth, the N& hoan cung is locked by an invisible Kim Cd (golden circle)
324 Beyond thought Heaven. (Lit)

5 Holy Water.


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goddess
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodhisattva
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cund%C4%AB_Dh%C4%81ra%E1%B9%87%C4%AB
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%2525E6%252598%25258A
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%2525E7%252587%252583
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The Ninth Level or the Heaven of Creation®?

According to Kinh Tuan Cuw, after 81 days, the soul ascends to this level.
In the Cung Tri Giac, he knows how to combine the Tam Buu, gets enlightened
and prepares to the level for Buddhas.

Cung Tri Giéc, try tinh than,
Huron har mau nhigm thoét tran ddang Tién®'.
Meditating in Cung Tri Giac,
The soul returns to nothingness and goes to heaven.

Then the soul is permitted to enter the Diéu Tri Cung to see God the
Mother, granted some divine wine, allowed to know his own destiny in Cung
Bic Pau, taught the heavenly etiquette and admitted to Linh Tiéu Pién to
kowtow to God.

On the ninth level, Tinh, Khi, and Than®*® are safe and sound, that is
being combined.

Pd qua chin ting Troi dén vi,
Than dang an, Tinh, Khi ciing an.*?
Passing nine levels in heaven,
Your soul, body, and mind are safe.

From now on, the soul is ready for the process of “Than huon hu**,

going to the world of Buddha with the help of Caodaist prayers chanted by other
believers. Finally, he is about to take the path of “hu huon v6**!, that is going

to the nature of “emptiness” of God for higher divine status.

326 On this level God the Mother, on behalf of God, creates everything in the universe.
7 Kinh B¢ Ciru Ciru

328 Body, mind and soul.

39 Kinh khai ciru Tiéu Tuong va Pai Tuong

30 goul turns to nothingness.

%1 Nothingness turns to void.
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Chapter 12

To be freed

In the third grand amnesty, God clears the way to Cuc Lac Thé Gigi for
enlightened people to return.

Déng dia nguc, mg tang Thién,
Khai durong Cuc Lgc, dan mién Tay Phirong™.
Hell has been closed and heaven opened.
The way to Nirvana has been cleared.

Therefore, after the Nine Heavens, the Tam Buru have been united and the
soul begins the way of “Than huon hu” or “the soul turns to nothingness” to go
to the world of Buddha.

Having passed the three levels of the world of Buddha, the soul enters the
final process that is “hu huon vo” or “nothingness turns to void”. The soul now
unites with the nature of nothingness of God in the Tam Thap Luc Thién®**,
After that, he continues his religious practice until he can get to Bach Ngoc
Kinh®**. When the soul becomes Pai Hon** or heavenly soul, you will unite

with the Dai Linh Quang. Caodaism calls this process “Hiép mot cting Thay.”*

1.Entering the world of Buddhas: Thin hwon Hu™’

After the Nine Levels of Heaven, the soul’s bad karma in previous lives
has been eradicated. The Tam Buu have been united.

Pa qua chin ting Troi dén vi,
Than dgng an, Tinh, Khi ciing an.>®
Passing nine levels in heaven,
Your soul, body, and mind are safe.

200 days after the Tuan Cuu, the ritual of Tiéu Tuong helps the soul go to
the Tenth Level or the Nothingness Heaven, which is the world of Buddhas. In
this world, you are not affected by earthly emotions like greed, anger, stupidity,
love, hatred, etc.

300 days after the Tiéu Tuong, the ritual of Pai Tuong helps the soul go
to the Eleventh Level or Hoi Nguwon Thién and the Twelfth Level or Hon
Nguon Thién under Bac Di Lac Phat Vuong®® for the Hoi Long Hoa>®.

%2 Kinh giai oan

33 36 Heavens.

3% passing the Tam Thién Thé Gidi, you reach the Tir Pai Bg Chau. After Tir Dai B¢ Chau, you can enter the Tam Thdp Luc Thién. In Tam
Thdp Luc Thién you have to reincarnate for more religious practice before going to the Bach Ngoc Kinh, which Buddhism calls Nirvana.

35 Great Soul.

36 Uniting with the Master or uniting with God.

37 Soul turns to nothingness.

3% Kinh khai ctru Tiéu Tuong va Dai Tudng

39 Maitreya-Buddha.
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Prayer for Tiéu Twong**

Getting to the world for Buddhas is when Than** turns to Hu®* or attaining
enlightenment. The soul enters Nirvana, which is below Tam Thap Luc Thién
(36 Heavens). Therefore, the prayer for Tiéu Tuong only mentions the outer
world of Tam.

The metaphors in the Prayer for Tiéu Twong
Meeting Phat Nhién DBang®** and Phat A Di Pa** in L6i Am Ty**® means
the soul is now completely happy to be taught Buddhism.
Ngoc Hu Cung - the nothingness of Tam is represented by the fact that the soul
sees the dharma in Ngoc Hu Cung.
Thién kiéu*'means the soul finds the way to return to God.
At Bo Cong, where your religious work is recorded for the Long Hoa Hoi.
The Holy Water in Ao That Buu**will eradicate the soul’s bad karma and

impurity and gives absolute intelligence.
Ao Thdt Buru ggi minh sach tuc 3
Your earthly impurity is eliminated in Ao That Bi:u

Images depicted in the Prayer

On the Tenth Level or the Hu Vo Thién** governed by Buc Phat Nhién
Ping, the soul sees the Ngoc Hu Cung, steps on the Thién Kiéu, goes to Tay
Qui, enters the L6i Am Tu, kowtows to the Phat A Di Pa and looks in the B
Cong to know how much religious work he has. Then he is washed with the
holy water in the Ao Thét Biru before ascending to the next level.

Prayers for Pai Twong™*

Chanting the prayers for Bai Tuong, which is granted by Phat Thich
Ca**?, helps the soul move up to the Eleventh Level or Hoi Nguon Thién and
the Twelfth Level or H5n Nguon Thién. Those heavens are managed by Puc Di
Lac Vuong Phat, who is also the Judge in Ho6i Long Hoa.

It is important that there are no metaphors in the Prayers for Dai Tuong.
What Buc Di Lac will do in the world is mentioned carefully here. He will

30 the Dragon Flower Competition. (The Judgement Day)

1 The Caodaist Ritual held 281 days after a death.

2 Soul.

32 Nothingness.

34 Dipankara Buddha or Lamp Bearer Buddha.

5 Amita Buddha or the Buddha of Endless Light.

36 6i Am - thunder. Chuia - pagoda. It is located in the capital of Cuc Lac Thé Gidi, where Dirc Phat Thich Ca and Dirc A-Di-Da-Phat
dwell.

37 the Divine Bridge in heaven.

38 the pond made from seven types of jewels.

39 prayers for Tiéu Tuong

30 the Heaven of Nothingness.

31 A Caodaist ritual held 581 days after a person’s death.

%2 shakyamuni Buddha, also Siddhartha Gautama, Shakyamuni, or simply the Buddha, is considered the founder of Buddhism.
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incarnate to modify all the past religious teachings, unite all the religions on
earth and establish a new ethical era.

Téi sanh sira déi chon truyén;

Thau cac dgo hitu hinh lam mgt™:.
Born to modify all the religious teachings,
He also unites all the worldly religions.

He also presides the Hoi Long Hoa and decides who will become the new
Immortals and Buddhas.

Héi Long Hoa tuyén phong Phat v;.
Truong thi Tién Phdt durot kiép khién®*
In Hgi Long Hoa, he will ordain new Buddhas.
That is a competition to challenge Immortals and Buddhas.

This will be the time for everyone to be saved and for Hell to be closed.

Khai co tdn d¢ Ciru tuyén diét vong.
Everyone will be saved and Hell will be closed.

So far the soul has experienced four statuses: Genii, Saints, Immortals,
and Buddhas. On the way, he has passed Tam Thién Thé Gidi and Tt Dai Bo
Chéu and is ready to travel to Tam Thap Luc Thién.

2. The path of Hw hwon Vo=

Finally, it comes to the process of Hu huon V8, when the Huyén Quan
Nhut Khiéu*°leaves. According to Bic Ho Phap, attaining Nothingness is
getting enlightened. Hu huon vo is when the religious practitioner has only Bao
Tam or love, joy, and satisfaction. He has attained nothingness (no fame, benefit
or power). He is now completely free. He becomes absolutely selfless and
enters the nature «Nothingness » of God. Pao is formless. Pao is no nothing.
The Master is nobody. The cycle of rebirth has been stopped like what is written
in the Kinh Xuat Hoi*":

BPao hu vo, Su hu vo,
Reo chudng thoat tuc, phd’t co tuyét sinh.
Dao is Nothingness and Master is nobody.
1It’s time to be freed from the earthly world and the cycle of birth.

According to Caodaist Divine Messages, souls now enter the purest and
highest level in the universe, which is the Tam Thap Luc Thién. Each heaven is
governed by a Thién Tao®®. This is the center of the universe. Bach Ngoc Kinh

%3 Kinh Dai Tudng

354 NT

35 Hu - nothingness. V6 - void. Huon - turn to. Nothingness turns to void (?)
36 the Divine Eyes.

37 Prayers after a meeting.

%8 An organization under God.
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is at the highest level or the Thai Cuc®®, the center of the 36 heavens. The second highest is

Ngb6i Duong (Yang) and the third-highest is Ngoi Am (Yin), both of which represent the
Ludng Nghi*®.

Thai Cuc and Ludng Nghi unite to form what is called Tam Thién Vi***. Below is 33
heavens, so there are 36 heavens totally. A Thién D¢, a Divine King who is God’s
incarnation, reigns each of those 33 heavens.

Having entered the Tam Thap Luc Thién, souls keep practicing religion to enter the
Bat Quai®®?, the T&r Tuong®?, the Ludng Nghi and finally the Théi Cuc or Bach Ngoc Kinh.
At last, souls unite with the Pai Linh Quang®®* to “Unite with God”. That is also the
conclusion of this book.

The return journey of a religious practitioner

6. Tam Thap Luc Thién
Tam Thién Vi
Bach Ngoc Kinh is the highest level at the center
Yang is the second level, Yin is the third level.

‘

33 heavens

t

5. Three Buddhist heavens:
HGn Nguon Thién, Hoi Nguon Thién, Hu V6 Thién

AN

4. Cau Trung Thién for Genii, Saints, Immortals:
Tao Hda Thién, Phi Tuong Thién, Hao Nhién Thién, Kim Thién,
Xich Thién, Huynh Thién, Thanh Thién, Second Heaven with the Divine
Peach Garden, First Heaven with the Garden of Ngan Uyén

t

3. Bypassing:
Tt Dai Bo Chau Thuong : Dong Dai Bo Chau,
Nam Dai By Chau, Tay bai By Chau, Bac Pai B Chau
Tam Thién Thé Gigi
T Dai Bo Chau Ha : Pong Thing Than Chau,
Nam Thiém B Chau, Tay Nguu Héa Chau, Bic Cau Lu Chau

‘

2. Toa Phan Xét

t

1. Seventy Two Planets.
Planet 68 : leaving the body after death

Lap Chuc Nguyén Huy

*9 the Absolute.

the Two Forms i.e. Yin and Yang.
the Trinity.

%2 Ba Gua.

the Four Phenomena.

%4 the Grand Mass of Light or God.



